Exhibition Prospectus

Magna Charta cum Statutis Angliae.(LCCN: 2004574702).
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Magna Carta: Muse and Mentor
800 Years of a Great Tradition
Beginning in the fall of 2014 the Li‐
brary of Congress will be hosting
one of the four original 1215 exem‐
plifications of Magna Carta, the
great charter of rights and liberties
that stands at the historic heart of
English and American Constitu‐
tional Law. One of the earliest
statements of limited government
and a point of departure for centu‐
ries of thought on individual
rights, Magna Carta has become
the world’s most enduring symbol
of the rule of law. Its visit marks
the opening month of the Library
of Congress’s major exhibition for
2015, a celebration of the 800th anni‐
versary of the signing of the docu‐
ment: Magna Carta: Muse and Men‐
tor.
The exhibition will present pre‐
cious
medieval
manuscripts,
printed books, pamphlets and

other priceless documents from the
collections of the Library of Con‐
gress that tell the story of the heri‐
tage of Magna Carta. It will trace
the path of Magna Carta’s influence
from King John and the Barons at
Runnymede Meadow in 1215
through the rise of English political
liberty and the American founding
to current events in the unfolding
story of the rule of law throughout
the world.
At the heart of the exhibition will
be the Lincoln Cathedral copy of
Magna Carta. The Lincoln Cathe‐
dral Magna Carta is one of four ex‐
isting exemplifications of Magna
Carta dating from 1215 and bearing
the seal of King John. The Lincoln
Magna Carta along with the other
three 1215 copies were given Mem‐
ory of the World Status by
UNESCO for their singular world
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historical significance. Its name de‐
rives from the document’s regular
custodian, the Lincoln Castle and
Cathedral in Lincoln, England.
Magna Carta will be on loan to the
Library of Congress from Lincoln
Castle for the opening month of the
exhibition giving American audi‐
ences a first‐
hand look at one
of the lasting
treasures of hu‐
man history.
The
opening
date of the exhi‐
bition, Novem‐
ber 28, 2014, was
chosen to corre‐
spond with the
seventy‐fifth an‐
niversary of the
first time the
Lincoln Cathe‐
dral
Magna
Carta visited the Library of Con‐
gress.
On November 28, 1939
Magna Carta was placed on tempo‐
rary deposit at the Library of Con‐
gress in order to protect it from
damage that might come to it as a
result of the war. The British Am‐
bassador to the United States,
Philip Henry Kerr, the 11th Mar‐
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quess of Lothian, Lord Lothian, ac‐
companied Magna Carta to the Li‐
brary and in an official ceremony
handed the document over to Li‐
brarian of Congress Archibald
MacLeish.
This seventy‐fifth anniversary was
chosen to cele‐
brate the United
States’ role in pre‐
serving the heri‐
tage of Magna
Carta throughout
the ages, both in
the literal sense of
ensuring the sur‐
vival of our most
treasured artifacts
and in the broader
sense of embody‐
ing its spirit in our
laws and institu‐
tions.
In an effort to contribute to that
heritage, the Library of Congress
will host a symposium in associa‐
tion with the exhibition. The Li‐
brary will invite recognized schol‐
ars from a variety of disciplines in‐
cluding Law, History and Political
Science to present original research
on Magna Carta and its influence in
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the legal and political history of the The Library of Congress looks for‐
nations it has touched.
ward to taking a leading role in the
American commemoration of the
While the Library is committed to 800th anniversary of the signing of
advancing scholarship, the exhibi‐ Magna Carta in 2015. We hope to
tion itself will be written and cu‐ honor the legacy of Magna Carta by
rated both in order to be informa‐ sharing the richness of Magna Carta
tive to the specialist and to be easily related materials that the Library of
understood by the general public. It Congress has preserved in its col‐
will be accompanied by a virtual lections.
exhibition on the Library of Con‐
gress’s website along with educa‐
tional materials based on the exhibi‐
tion for teachers to use in civics in‐
struction for students in grades K‐
12.

Certificate awarded to Johann Georg Elsas. Ms. 1727
(LCCN: 2004572903)
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Why Sponsor

Magna Carta: Muse and Mentor?

The exhibit Magna Carta: Muse and
Mentor will be displayed in a major
exhibit hall of the Jefferson Building
at the Library of Congress for ap‐
proximately six months beginning
November 28, 2014. Central to this
important exhibit is the display of
one of the four remaining 1215 ex‐
emplifications of Magna Carta.
This historic document will be on
loan from Lincoln Castle and Ca‐
thedral, England.
The exhibit will present a wide of
range of rare materials from the Li‐
brary’s collections to trace Magna
Carta’s influence from 1215 to the
founding of our own government
and current world events. The Li‐
brary of Congress will also host a
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symposium at which recognized
scholars from multiple disciplines
will present research on Magna
Carta and its influence over the
ages.
The Library’s Magna Carta exhibit
is an integral part of the world‐wide
observations of the 1215 signing of
Magna Carta. Queen Elizabeth II is
patron of Magna Carta Trust’s 800th
anniversary celebrations, and the
Library of Congress is working
closely with the Trust. Celebratory
events surrounding the 2015 anni‐
versary are already in progress and
widely publicized in the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth
countries.

The Library of Congress is seeking individual, foundation and corporate
sponsors for this exhibit. A detailed budget for the exhibit will be avail‐
able. The cost of the exhibit will be approximately $850,000. Prospective
sponsors should be aware that:
Nearly 1.7 million people visited
the Library of Congress from Octo‐
ber 2010 to September 2011.
The exhibit will be viewed over the
holiday seasons of Christmas and
New Year, as well as in April and
May, which traditionally experience
peak visitor numbers.
The previous exhibit in the gallery
Magna Carta will occupy attracted
60,000 people over the course of
four months.
The exhibit will be curated to be of
interest and accessible to a wide
range of people, from judges, law‐
yers and legal professionals to
school children.
The close proximity of the Library
of Congress to congressional of‐
fices, the Supreme Court, multiple
law firms, federal government
agencies, and several universities
will help attract an important pro‐
fessional and academic audience.

The American Bar Association may
organize a traveling facsimile of
the exhibit to tour the United States,
thus gaining national exposure for
the exhibit.
The exhibit will be highlighted on
the Library of Congress website,
which recorded 73.4 million visits
and 512 million page views in fis‐
cal year 2011. The exhibit will also
be promoted on the Law Library
and the Trust’s websites. The Law
Library’s website will incorporate
additional information targeted to
the interests of legal practitioners.
A special Magna Carta online ex‐
hibit featuring educational compo‐
nents will be on the Library’s web‐
site and will continue there long
after the exhibit closes. The Library
of Congress’s online exhibitions av‐
erage one million viewers each
month. The Library will also pro‐
vide training sessions for teachers
to help them incorporate the exhibit
into their classroom curriculums.

The Library of Congress will vigor‐
ously promote the exhibit and seek
local, national and international
media attention to ensure the high‐
est possible attendance.
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In addition to appropriate acknowledgements, a variety of other benefits,
including access to the symposium and invitation‐only special events, will
be available to sponsors. The Law Library will work with prospective
sponsors to ensure that the benefits received meet their needs. For more
information contact Robert R. Newlen, Assistant Law Librarian for Col‐
lections, Outreach and Services at 202.707.4313.
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