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ETHEL NELSON PAGE LARGE .

Our President greaily beloved
March 23, 1834
Crowned with glory
Gone on before
Into the presence of the King
Bebolding His face

“Strength and dignity were her clothing -
- - -'in her tongue was the Inw of kindness .
-+ . her sworks praise Rer in the gates

. —FProverba

Strength and dignity wers her elathing|

A regal figure of aucenly mies and Bearing who lived in the realm of things lovely and
tious—above the tumult of disorder amd the unworthy. Hers wasz a life of per-
fect control,

In her tanpus was the law of kindﬁess!

Her aympathies were universal, Sensitive to the beauty and nobility of bnman person-
ality, she was never critical hu commending. Freely her time was given in sncouraging
thasc who were unfortunate or perplexed and in sceking help for them and the ward of
DT4i30 OT appreciation was never everlooked. ‘

Her works praise her in the gateal

Bhe was & true artist recording in her paintings and poetry the beauty of life as she had
secn it

For sevaral vears sha was President of the Colenial Dames of Arerica, Chapter I,
and vy beloved President in the Magna Charta Damics, and these officcs she flled with
charming grace, ‘

Loving all people, she gave unsparingly of her time and talents that she might share
with them the joys and blessings which had beer hera. The children in the Willing Day
Nursery, in the Joy Setdement Mouwse, in the Betheada Osphanage, and in the Daily
Vacatior Bibla Schools, the men and boys of the street, in the Neighborhood Clab at
Front and Queen Streets, the seldiers and sailors in the United Service Club, the aciressea
in the Charlette Cushman Club, the young werking wemen i St Pater's Cinild and the
older womien in the Anxiliary were only & few of the countless ones who knew hes smile
and her voice, and responded to her loving thoughe.

"A lovely lady, garmented in Yight
From her own beanty,”
—Sheallay
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Mrs, Jomes Large
née Ethel Nelson Page
Daughter of the Honaerable 8. Davis Page
and his wife Isabella Graham Wazrts

‘ Prgsident‘ of The National Society Magna Charta Dames
from May 9, 1929, unt] Mazreh 23, 1934,
the date of her death
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The Reverend D. Wilmot Gateson, M.A., Rector of the Church
of the Saviour, Philadelphia, is a graduate of the Braoklyn Poly-

technic Preparatory School, received his degree of Bachelor of Arts

from Trinity College, Hartford, his Master's degree in History and
Political Science from Lehigh University, and is 2 graduate of the
General Theological Seminary, New York. He also studied Saci-
ology under Professor Giddings and others at Colusmbia University
Summer School several Sessions. He has been Rector of 5t. Paul's
Church, Georgetown, and Priest in Charge of 5t. Ceorge’s, Indian
River and St. John Baptist's, Milton, Delaware; Vicar of St
Thomas's Chapel, New York: Rector of Trinity Church, Williams-
port, Pa.: Dean of the Pro-Cathedral Chureh of the Nativity and for
nine years was Chaplain of Lehigh University.
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The Pen and the Sword

an Address by

The Rev. D. Wilmot Gateson, M. A,
" delivered befora

The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at Greer Hill Faims
November ]6, 1932

Madam President, Dames of the Magna Charta
and my fellow Guests: ' '

EN you invited me to address your honorable
Society, 1 felt confident that you did not expect

claim the title or honor of being an historian. That

s an exclusive and specialized profession and few there

be that enter therein—worthily, Froude and Macaulay and

- Dickens and Carlyle wrote histories, but their histories are
- noted more for ‘their literary favor than for their historical

accuracy. Historical truth is difficult to define, more difficult
to discover, and requires painstaking research: and research
is hard work, literally dirty work. It must be an obsession,
almost a disease, to pursue it. | remember a friend of mine
who had the Bacillus Historicus. He was a History-cus,
The minute he entered your home he flew to the attic, and
never came down without some dusty records, and hands
and face as Oliver Twist's would have been had he been
" "Prentised in the good *spectable Chimblﬂyweepin' biz-

- mess” of Mr, Gamfield. Bug | have not the time, though

I sometimes have had the inclination, to be an accurate
historian, realizing with Ecclesiastes, the Preacher, that “of

[71

me to respond as a professed historian. I cannot .
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making many books there is. no end: and much study is
a weariness of the flesh,” Like Feclesiastes, ] am a preacher,
Unsophisticated as it may sound, ] am interested m Magna
Charta, not as a backward-looking antiquarian only but as
a forward-looking humanitarian,

I must give you an illusiration of the way Magna
Charta was extorted from John. You remember how un-
willing he was to sign it, how he stormed and raged and
chewed his nails, and cried that it was practical “abdication,”
and that they were putting four and twenty over-kings over
hira, But the Barons were obdurate and made him sign.
Which reminds me of an Irishman who came to make his
confession. So bad was it that the good priest withheld
absolution until he did a long penance. He was not to come

- back until he had saved a soul in the true faith, In a year

the Irishman came back for his absolution. “Tell me about
it,” said the Priest. So Patrick explained that he was on a

 ship which was wrecked, When he came to himself, he was

straddling one end of a floating spar with a Jew on the other
end. The spar was too small for both; so Pat seized the
Jew by the hair and said, “Do you believe in the true faith?”
"No,” said the Jew. “Down you so,” said Pat, Pat pulled
him up out of the water by the hair and asked again, “Deo
you believe in the true faith?” *No,” said the Jew. “Down

" you go,” said Pat. He pulled himn up the third time and

cried, “Now do you believe in the brue fajth?" “Yes,” cried
the Jew. “Then die in the faith,” said Pat, as he pushed him
under for the final and fatal plunge. ‘
Those of us who have seen the two original copies of
Magna Charta in the British Museum will remember the
awe and reverence we felt as we gazed on those sear and
yellow leaves bearing the great seal of King John. The
epoch-making document was drafted and signed in one year,
but it was the accomulation of vears of trial and error in
absolutist government, and the precursor of a steady march

[8]

#0135 P 008030




1073072011

14:22 16105810532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

of constitutional rights and safeguards. It had its roots in
the “good laws of Edward the Confessor,” immediately
before William the Conqueror, and a century and a half
before Magna Charta, The Conqueror’s second son, Henry |,
who succeeded his brother William II, the Red, went a step
beyond Edward when he gave on his accession a Charter
of Liberties as a standard of good government. Henry's
Charter was the first limitation upon Norman absolutism,
definitely promising in black and white that the Church
would not be further plundered nor the Barons called upon
for more than stated fees or taxes. There were vague ref-
erences to the rights of the people, and justice on the part
of the Barons themselves to their under-tenants. Stephen
followed Henry 1 with twenty years’ reign of broken
promises and confusion, and with no contribution on the
part of the King toward orderly government. Then came
Henry !, with another dodument, the Constitutions of
Clarendon, fifty years before Magna Charta. It was largely
a statement of the Conqueror's mode of administraton
together with an agreement between the Church and State,
much to the disadvantage of the Church. It was this, in
large part, that caused the estrangement between Henry and
Thomas & Becket, which led to the murder of the latter.
Some of the Church limitations were later annulled; but
for the Church it was “advantage out.” Richard [ spent
most of his reign outside of England commandeering domes-
tic wealth for foreign wars. And then came John.

By the time of John, Edward’s “good laws” and

Henry’s Charter were thought of as “longlost liberties.”

John's vicious rule, his quarrel with Rome, followed by his
homage and complete scbmission to the Pope, his spoliation
of the Church and his exorbitant taxzation of the Barons
bring us to Magna Charta. The breaks were agamst John,
or it might have been another hand that signed the hoary
document that is heralded more than any other in the world

{91
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as the seedling of liberty. John was no weakling in anything
but morals, He was a tolerable soldier, though by no means
a great general, and he was a Macchiavellian Politician, By
his becoming vassal to the Pope he outwitied his enemies
abroad, and by his foreign alliances he outwitted the Barons
at home. John had success in his pocket, when an unfore-
seen and thorough uprising of all frightened France against
him caused his defeat at the battle of Bouvines. Fxcept for
this John might never have signed this greatest ongmal
document of all history.

Debunking history is one of the major sports of stu-

‘dents today, and Magna Charta has come in for its share.

It has been said that it contained nothing new; that it left
the King supreme as ever and did not hurt him a bit; that
it was a class document, chiefly, if not quite wholly, bene-
fiting the Barons. Messrs. Seller and Yeatman have put its

provisions humorously in a book entitled 1066 and All
That”:

. That no one was to be put to death, save for some
rcason—-e.tccpt the Common People.

2, That everyone should be free—except tfx: Common

People.
3. That everything should be of the same weight and
measure throughout the realm—except the Common Peaple.
4. That the Courts should be stationary, instead of
following a very tiresome mediaeval official known as the
King's Person all over the country.

5. That no person should be fined to his utter ruin—

“except the King’s Person.

6. That the Barons should not be tried except by a
special jury of other Barons who would understand.

Magna Charta was therefore the chief cause of democ-

racy in England, and thus a Good Thing for everyone—
except the Common Peaple.

[16]
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Thiz unique history goes on: “after thizs King John

 hadn't a leg to stand on and was thereafter known as "john

Lackshanks." ™

You will remember that shortly after this' John died of
fever and a debauch. He was crossing the River Wash,
when his army was surprised by the tide, and his baggage,
with the royal treasures was destroyed. Our debunking and
humeorous historian goes on: “John finally demonstrated his
utter incompetence by losing the Crown and all his clothes
in the wash, and then dying of a surfeit of peaches and
no-cyder; thus his awful reign came to an end, which was
a Good Thing.” A school boy Boner adds, “Magna Charta
said that the King was not to order taxis without consent
of Parliament,”

-At and after Bouvines, all the tables turned against
John. The Barons, realizing his helplessness, united against
him and dernanded "that their “longlost liberties” of
Edward's Good Laws and Henry's "Charter be restored.
There was nothing for Jobhn to do but sign on the dotted

_line, and the greatest extant original document in the world

was bequeathed to posterity.

Yet, it is true, Magna Charta gave the world little that
was new or advanced. Its basis was Henry I's Charter and
its additions were Henry II's legal system. But it started
something. Magna Charta was literally MAGNA, for it was
fuller than Henry's Charter. Despite Henry's Charter,
England’s government had been largely by memory and
custom and word of mouth, Now it was Charter instead of
chatter. It was definite, not vague. It was writiten, and
could not be unwritten. Qf it John might have said what

Pilate said of the inscription over the Cross, “What I have

written, | have written.”” John hated it but there it was, like

- a check with his signature, that could be collected. His word

was never good; now they had his bond. The pen was
[11]

#0135 P O011/030




10/30/2011

14:23 16105810532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

mightier than the sword. Pope Innocent ordered it annulled,
and sent foreign soldiers from over seas to John's aid, but
the Charter stood and all England defied the Pope. The pen
was mightier than the sword. “Throughout the 14th cen-
tury, the struggle for the Charter with its constant reissues,
revisions, infrincements and reassertions was the battle-
ground of parties.” But it stood. The pen was mightier than
the sword. When James first asserted the Divine Richt of
Kings in the beginning of the 17th century, Magna Charta
reminded him of the God-given rights of the people. Writes
G. M. Travelyan: “Under the banner of Runnymede the
baitle of Parliament and the common law was won against
the Stuarts.” The pen was again mightier than the sword.
Travelyan goes on: “In the 18th century, the error of un-
challengeable chariered liberty and vested interest, the
greatest charter of all was worshipped by Blackstone, Burke,
and all England. It had hecome the symbol for the spirit
of our [England’s] whole Constitution. When, therefore,
with the dawn of a more strenuous eta the democracy took
the field for established order, each side put the great
Charter in the ark which it carried into hattle, Pittites
boasted of a free and glorious constitution which had issued
from the tents of Runnymede, now attacked by base
Jacobins and levellers; Radicals appealed to the letter and
the spirit of Magna Charta against gagging acts, packed
juries and restriction of the franchise. America revolied in
its name and seeks spiritual fellowship with us in its
memory. It has been left to our own disillusioned age to
study it as an historical document, always remembering
that its historical importance Iay not only in what the men
of 1215 intended by its causes, but in the effect which it
has had on the imagination of their descendants.” Swords
are no longer weapons of warfare but the pen is going
strong. 3
f1z2]
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Whether the pen is always mightier than the sword is
‘a thesis that I have not tested. i do not know whether
Bulwer Lytton meant that it was, Temporarily the sword
has often been mightier than the pen, and quite possibly
a siate founded on force may displace one founded on a
constitution. Dictatorships and bureaucracies have their day
and use in times of chaos, but there is a permanence and a
confidence about the pen that you do not have under the
sword. And certainly the pen can be nobler, wiser, more
just and humane than the sword. By the sword John was
compelled to sign Magna Charta and the Barons swore to
‘enforce it by the sword. The sword has played its part.
Nevertheless, the pens of Magna Charta have forestalled
the use of the sword many times.

Today we must pen new charters of liberties. “The old
order changeth yielding place to the new.” For centuries
while men have fought at the rate of twenty wars a century,
the blessed peacemakers have been studying and writing on
the subject of peace, Qutstanding projects of international
cooperation came from the pens of mighty hands for the last
half millenium. In 1513 Wolsey called a Congress of Kings
for the purpose of preserving peace, and Erasmus wrote his
famous “Querela Pacis.” But as he later said, “things have
been growing worse and worse: and [ believe that I must
‘soon compose the epitaph, instead of the Complaint of
Peace, as she seems to be dead and buried and not very
hkely to revive.” Nevertheless a league did come out of it
in which the members were to be “friends of the friends
and foes of the foes” of each, and even furnished troops
and ships to the common cause; but the time was not ripe
for Wolsey's league. One century later a French monk,
Emeric Cruce, wrote a book, “Le Nouveau Cynee,” con-
taining the first clear proposal for international arbitration
in place of war, with an international legislature and court.
Hugo Grotiug’ “De Jure Belli ac Pacis,” followed hefore

[13]
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the ink of Cruce was dry. This did not propose any league
for peace, but almost contemporaneously came “The Great
Design of Henry IV” with its proposal of a Christian Re-
public whereby the peace of Furope might be preserved.
A lLttle less than a century later, in 1693, Willam Penn
gave to the world his “Essay Toward the Present and
Future Peace of Furope,” in which for the first time the
limitation of armaments was proposed. Soon after the
Quaker came the Abbe Saint-Pierre, with his “Projet de
Traite pour Rendre la Paix Perpetuelle.” It developed
Henry IV's Great Design, with a permanent seat of world
government, a Congress of Deputies, a Court, and even a
Ceneralissimo of all the armies. Jeremy Bentham's “Prin-
ciples of International Law’™ was written a century after
Perin, but not published until after his death; it contained
a “Plan for an Universal and Perpetnal Peace.” Emmanuel
Kant proposed a League about the same time. Early in the
19th century came league after league, plan after plan:
1814, Alexander I's “Holy Alliance™; 1824, “The Federa-
tion of Central America”; 1828, “The American Peace
Society”; 1907, “The Central American League of Nations,”
an excellent example; 1915, President Taft's pet project;
“The League to Enforce Peace™; and m 1919, President
Wilson’s “League of Nations™; and in between all these
came Hague Conferences, the International Court of Justice,

the World Court. Says F. C. Hicks in his “The New World

Order”: “The long path which war has worn through the
world's history is strewn with discarded plans for world's
organization and the preservation of peace.” He quotes
William Penn, “In the contraries of peace, we see the

beauties and henefits of it. It is a great mark of the corrup-

tion of our natures . . . . that we cannot . . know the
comfort of peace, but by the smart and penance of the
vices of war,’

- But it is coming yet far a’ that. Just as trial after trial

[141]
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prepared the way for Magna Charta and failure after
failure did not forbid its fruition, and document after doc-
ument completed its forward looking ideal, so we shall
continue to work for the future cooperation of all the na-
tions until some day we shall have a *“Parliament of Man,
a Federation of the World,” Magna Charta did not come
until national consciousness in England tock the place of
Norman feudalism. 8o, by world commerce and communi-
cation some day world consciousness will be felt, and
international solidarity realized, and a mew Charter born,
not national but universal, not Magna but Maxima, Ink will
take the place of iron, paper of powder, and the pen of
the sword. .

During the war I ran across this poem which is not
particularly lofty verse but which played its part then and
may be summoned for eur purpose today:

THE THREE GHOSTS

With only the meon for a candle flame,
Inte the room the three gheosts eame:
There by the young man's bed they stoad—
He the last of his name 2od bload.

The three ghosts stood by the yeuns man's bad,
As they the living and he the dead,

And straight their shoulders, na they might bear
The silver bars that captaina wear, ‘

The frst ghoat bent o'er the young man's head,
And “Son of my last son’s son,” he said,
"By the bridge that we held at Lexington,
T bid you wake to a task undope.”

The second ghost leancd o'er the young man's hand:
“By the flag we mised, by the deck we manned,

By the shout we gave when the battie was won,
1 bid you walke to a task undanet”

The third shoat knccled in the night apart,

But he I2id his hand on the young man's heart:
“By a nation saved our fight made onec;

By a race delivered, my own sem’s son,
1 bad Fou walke to a tazk undone ™

The young man rose ere the east was red,
And “Fare you well, my mother™, he said,
“Feor cre the sun's in the west again
I go to join the fizhting men.

tiar
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Whether or ne | draamed last night,
My eyes are fillad with a cloarer light;
Zeal in my heart like a flama I faal,
And my right hand aches for the cluich of stesl,™

Ouat of the house the yaung man strede,
Thrae ghosts went with him down the road,
And straight their shoulders aa they might bear
The silvar bars that captaina weay,

Today a fourth ghost speaks to us, The Ghost of the
World War. He reminds us that he hoped he was fighting
a war to end wars. He tells us the heinousness and futility
of war. He bids us take up the torch which he flung from
his falling hands. He tells us to paraphrase intc more
modern thought the words of the Prophet Isaiah: Beat our
swords into pens, instruments of destruction into instru-
ments of enlightenment. Instead of the clutch of sharp steel
to kill, our hands must ache for that mighty little point with
which to draft the future peace of the world and sign it into
a binding agreement of brotherhood as honorable and im-
mortal as Magna Charta. ~ '

»

[16]
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Mrs. Meigs in colonial costume receivinz a caller at the door-

way of Fort Hunter. Here old industries are demonstrated:

Spinning flax, making candles, quilting and spinning the wool

from their own sheep. It is now Fort Hunter Museum where
Godey’s Lady’s Book comes to life.
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Fort Hunter

an Address of Welcome by

! Mrs. Edward Browning Meigs
neée Margarvet Wister
delivered before

The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at Fort Hunter on the Susquehanna
i ‘ ‘ June 12, 1933

" Dames of the Society of Magna Charta, and
Honorable Guests, we bid you welcome
to Fort Hunter:

IEW of us can realize frontier conditions. In the
| first place the waterways were the highways for
Indian, settler and trader alike. When the pioneers )
~ ventured from the rivers and creeks they followed -
the Indian trails, settling near the Indian villages, which
were always conveniently located near springs and water-
ways, lhue the pionmeers encroached upon the Indian
hunting ‘grounds, They felled the forests and destroyed the
game, which furnished the red men with food and furs.
Gradually they pushed the Indians back into the wilderness,
away from their familiar tribal haunts. |

One of the most famous Indian trails led westward
past Fort Hunter, along the Susquehanna and Juniata
Rivers. It crossed the Susquehanna at Duncan’s lsland,
then called Juniata, near what is now Clark’s Ferry above
Duncannon. Along this trail and on this fertile island there
were Indian villages. These Indians set forth their grievances
[19]
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in a petition to the Governor at Philadelphia in July, 1742:
“We know our lands are now become more valuable;
the white people think we do not know their value, but we
are sensible that the land is everlasting and the few goods
we receive for it are soon worn out and gone. For the
future we will sell no lands, but when our brother Onas
(William Penn)} is in the country, and we will know
beforehand the quality of goods we are to receive.... In
particular we renew our complaints against some people
who are settled at Juniata, a branch of the Susquehanna . .
. . and desire that they may be made forthwith to go off
the land, for they do great damage . . . . . ”
But the conflict was inevitable. Slowly, but relentlessly,

it came. And with the defeat of General Braddock and the

outhreak of the French and Indian Wars the storm burst.

One of the chain of Indian Forts running between
the Susquehanna and the Delaware Rivers, Fort Hunter

" served as a liason between the forts to the North and West,

and Fort Harris, which was situated six miles below at
Harrisburg.

 In the Minutes of the Council for August 25, 1757,
held at Philadelphia, Commissary Young informed the
Covernor that “the situation of the Fort at Hunter's was
the best upon the River for every Service as well as for
the Protection of the Frontiers™ and the officer in command,
January 10, 1756, was ordered ‘‘to guard the frontier and
from time to time o range the woods along and near the
mountains,” For this purpose Adam Read was to use 25
men of the 50 under his command at Fort Hunter, and to
add 10 men from the township of Paxton. Their very
meagre supply of ammunition was described as 414 Ibs, of
powder, 28 lbs. of lead and 28 ths, of swanshot, but what
the Colonials lacked in ammunition they amply made up in
courage and resovircefulness.

[z2e]
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The couniry people were called upon to assist in put-
ting up the Stockade at Fort Hunter. In a letter from G.
Price to Governor Denny from Fort Hunter, July 22, 1758,
he says that he had “applied to the several Justices of the
Peace for the Township of Paxton and Donegal, and I never
had any answer, but I was informed by Parson Elder of
Paxton, whose word is the same with that of the Justices,
as they act in conjunction in such affairs, that 1l harvest
be over the Country People can do nothing and it will be
yet 3 weeks before they begin.”
| Parson Elder who preached at Paxton Church for sixty
years was a well loved and familiar figure as he went up
I and down the countryside in his dual capacity of colonel
3 and parson, wearing a small cocked hat and carrying a Bible,
: In those days the church ministered to the material as well
as to the spiritual needs of its children, and the records tell _
us that when the wretched families about Fort Hunter were .
driven out of their homes by the Indians, the Episcopal
churches in Philadelphia contributed to thejr support. The
Fort served as a refuge for the pioneers in those unsettled
times, and many a thrilling tale is told of alarm and of escape,
Up on Duncan’s Island lived Marcus Hulings and his
family, a hardy race of pioneers. Many a time had Mrs.
Hulings slung a bag of grain across her horse's back and
forded the Susquehanna, taking the grain down to Hunter's
Mill to be ground. So on the day in 1757 when the breath-
* less runners had warned all the families from far and wide
to flee to the stockade for protection, up on the hig black
horse clambered Mrs, Hulings. She tied her baby to her
back Like an [ndian papoose, and waited in a thicket at the
tip of the island for her hushand to join her. Hours she
waited, fearful lest her baby's sudden cry or the restless
stamping of her horse would betray her hiding place to the
. savages. S5tll Marcus Hulings did not come. At last, in
_ despair, believing he had been murdered, she dashed into
1211 :
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the river swollen by Spring floods. Valiantly the big horse
battled with the treacherous currents of the milewide river,
swirling against hidden rocks, battered by floating logs, At
last, exhausted and spent, horse, rider and precious burden

reached the shore, and hours later, limped into Fort Hunter.

There Mrs, Hulings waited in an agony of fear for
news of her hushand. He meanwhile had gone back to the
house for something he had forgotten, .and there in the
upper story “cooly picking his flint” was an Indian! New
all was over! There was no escape! But his knowledge of
Indian character saved him. “He parleyed with the Indian
to escape death and got away,” braving the angry river in
a frail canoe in which he reached Fort Hunter,

Again the settlers had crowded into the little stockade
for protection. The alarm had been given. The Indiang
were on the warpath, One family, named Baskins, whose
name is perpetuated in Baskinsville, the upper part of
Duncannon, had taken refuge at Fort Hunter while the
Indians were on a rampage. This time it was Surmmer and
the grain was ripe, ready to cut. Some of the family ven-
tured back to reap. That was a bloody reaping! Surprised
by the Indians, the men were scalped, the women and
children carried off as captives, There are many tales of
massacres and scalpings, but in spite of these terrors by
night and by day, the pioneers clung to their homes.

Gradually Fort Hunter turned from War to Peace, It
was bought by Archibald McAllister, who may be described
as being in the same state of transition as the old fort. He
had fought at Germantown and Monmouth and. was a
member of the Society of the Cincinnati, his certificate
having been signed by Washington, March 31, 1787, For
gallantry on the field of battle General Washington pre-
sented him with a pair of silver mounted pistols, which with
other treasures were preserved ar Fort Hunter. Among
these other treasures was an old Bible, which escaped the

[22]
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flames, one of the few copies printed in old black letters in
the reign of Henry VIII. It is one of three copies extant,
bound in calf and brass. Another is in a nobleman’s family
in England; the remaining one is in the British Museum.
Colonel McAllister cast about for the means to support
his family in times of peace for his pay had been the
Continental money, some of which is framed as a souvenir,
which indicates it was not of much value in those days. He
started an inn called “The Practical Farmer” and dubbed by
some wag 'The Prodigal Farmer.” It tnust have been a
pleasant stopping place to judge by an exiract from the
journal of Lieut. John Bell Tilden, Decesnber 29, 1782, in
which he says “Put up at McAllister's. Drank coffee with
Colonel McAllister and passable daughter.” The Due de la
Rochefoucauldliancourt, a French traveller on a sight-
seeing tour of the country in 1796 speaks of stopping at
Fort Hunter, “McAleester’s place at the mouth of Fishing
Creck, where the houses stand on the Susquehanna, in the
precincts of Fort Hunter erected many years ago.” -
Later we find mention of Fort Hunter in the diary of

Mrs. Hannah Haines, 1812, 6 mo. 23rd. “Again com-
menced our journey, went to MeAllister's who no longer
kept a tavern but very politely requested us to alight and
stay the night. Showed us an ancient Bible in the English
language, year 1534.” ‘

. The original patent or grant of the Fort Hunter tract
of land is recorded on December 8, 1774, signed by John
Penn, and is to be found at the Department of Internal
Affairs at the State Capitol. It states that “Thomas and
John Penn, Esqrs., true and ahsolute Proprietaries and
Governors in Chief of the Province of Pennsylvania and
counties of New Castle, Kent, Sussex upon Delaware, to

" all whom these presents shall come, greeting: Whereas in
pursuance of a Warrant of Resurvey dated the 28th of
September, 1773, . . . Our Surveyor General hath certified

123]




10/30/2011

14:28 16105310532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

that he has caused to be resurveyed . . , the said tract of

' laqnd . - . called Fort Hunter.”

It is interesting to note that among the markers men-
tioned in this grant was a “buttonwood South of F ishing
Creek.” This tree is shown on the map dated Qctober 21,
1773, which was probably the re-survey ordered by Thomas
and John Penn. The tree used as a marker is no longer in
existence, but the huge buttonwood, stll standing by the
edge of Fishing Creek beside the old stone bridge, is of -
such great age that it is listed among the historic trees of
Pennsylvania, I may well have been a witness to the stirring
events of Colonial days. ‘ :

The McAllister family graveyard and the old slave’s
graveyard are on the hillside, sloping up through the pic-
turesque section of Guadeloupe toward the mountaing, in
whose recesses was hidden the Indian Fort Hunter, 3
legendary stronghold of the red men.

It is fitting that the next owner of Fort Hunter, Daniel
Dick Boas, the grandfather of the present owners, should
have been a descendent of those who made history in
Colonial times. He improved yet preserved the old stone
mansion, and cultivated the acres of good farm land, keep-
ing intact the estate, with its spacious barn, farmhouse, bake
oven, blacksmith shop and springhouse.

Among the interesting features of the mansion are the
winding staircase, one of the first in central Pennsylvania,
the old furniture and costumes which were stored in the
attic, and the documents of an earlier day. Among these
is an emancipation paper. In the old days in the State of
Pennsylvania slaves had to be registered, and Jacob Boag
as Clerk of Court, registered slaves from October 30, 1788
to August 29, 1825. .

Then too, there is the doll's house, and the collection
of pitchers made by the last owner of Fort Hunter, Mys,
John W. Reily, whose interests were many and varied. Both
‘ f24] .
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could be written about their pets. Oh! Animals of Fort
Hunter, out of the shadowy past I see you press forward,
with eager eyes intent, waiting to hve again upon the
printed page!

And so we come to the present venture, the Victorian
Musgeum, which you see before you. In opening Fort
Hunter to the public it is our desire to preserve an historic
site connected with the early history of our country., Onee
this was the frontier. Here stood the blockhouse and the
stockade in which the pioneers took refuge from the
Indians. Here our forefathers, blazing the trail for us,
came for protection. ‘

As time went on the Fort was turned to farm. Tales
of the red men were told by the fireside. This was a land
of plenty, beside the broad Susquehanna, close to the
mountains. In the Keystone State there is no situation more
beautiful than that of its Capital. With the best interests of

 State and Capital, the owners of Fort Hunter have always

been closely allied. In this cause they laboured long and did
valiant service. This house is a tribute to their personality
and to the past.

From Pioneer Days with their stress and strain, down
through the leisurely years of the Nineteenth Century, we
come again to a struggle for existence. But let us forget
the Present, and turn back the pages of the Past, This place
is an album with pictures of Family Life in the Nineteenth
Century, The book is open and the Heirs of Fort Hunter
bid you welcome.

[25]
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Invocation

Novetnber 14, 1933
offered by

The Rev. Dr. Charles Henry Arndt

_"_'; GOD our Heavenly Father, from Whom all mercies

| and blessings flow, with grateful hearts we thank
Thee for the wonderful g'race and virtue declared jn
all Thy Saints, who have been the choice fessels of Thy
grace and the lights of the world in their several genera-~ 3
tions; and, especially, we thank Thee for the heroism and
the emple of those, our forebears, ﬁhﬂse memories we
come this day to honor, Inspire our wills and give us grace

and strength, we beseech Thee, to pay the debt we owe to

them by our sacrificial service to our country and to all 5
We ask it all in the name and for the sake of Jesus

Christ, our Saviour, Amen.

[26]




10302011 14:28 168105310532 #0135 P.O27/030

Copyri 5 and Barons

Photo-Caltes

i The Reverend Charles Henry Arndt, D‘ D., Rector Ementus of Chtist Church and
St Mmhaels Germantown, Philadelphia, was born in Sandusky, Ohie, in 1864, the
;.‘son of David M. and Anna (Grifhth) Amde He was gradnated, B.A., from
;',L_Kc:nyon Colleze in 1889, and from the Divinity Schosl in F'hﬂadelphla, BD., in
“_'31392 From the University of Pennsylvania he received the degree of M. A.in 1892.
He was ordained to the diaconate by Bishop Whitaker in 1892 and to the priest-
,;‘:l‘).DDd in 1893, Upon his gmduaticn from the Divinity Sehool he was called to be
rate 1o the Rev. John B. Falkner, D.D., Rector of Christ Church, Germantown, and
: 1894 was made Associate Rector of the Parish. During 1896-97, he officiated at
e American Church of the Holy Spirit in Nice, France. He married in 1898, Helen
‘ﬂﬂl'e Falkner, daughter of the Rev. John B. Falkner, D.D.

Upon Dr. Falkner's resignation as Rector of Chnst Church in 1899, Mr. Arndt
3 unanimously called to the Rectorship.

He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Kenyon College in 1921.
After serving at Christ Church for 41 years, Dr. Arndt resigned the Rectorship,
June, 1933, and was made Rector Emeritus of the combined Parishes of Christ Church
and Se Michael's.

Dunng part of the Year 1934, Dr. Amadr was in r_harae of the Amercan
Chu‘rc:h 5t. Paul's in Rome, laly.
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Frances Lester Warner is now Mrs. Masro Dyer Hersey of Providencs,
Rhode Island. Before her marriage she held the positions of Assistant
Professor of English at Mount Holyoke Collese, personal assistant te the
Editor-in-Chief of the Atlantic Menthly, and Assistant Professor of
English Composition at Wellesley. Her interest in early New England
historical lore has been expressed in a book written for the tercentenary
celebration of the Plymouth Colony, “Pilgrim Trails: a Plymouth-to-
Provincctown Sketch-Baok.” She and her sister, Gertrude Wamer, are
the joint authors of "Pleasures and Palaces,” “Life’s Minor Collisions,™
and other works, Their adventures together in music have been recorded
in the chapter called "Give me ‘A",” in “Groups and Couples,” and in
the chapter on the family orchestra in "‘Endicott and L.
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A Foot-Note to Magna Charta

an Addyess by

Frances Lester Warner
delivered hefays
The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at The Barclay
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia
anm‘:aer 14, 1933

- Madam President, Dames of the Magna Charta,
and their Guests: |

SEFORE 1 begin my talk, perhaps it will give us
all a comfortable and settled feeling if I tell you
o that | myself am not eligible to menbership in
= this Order, but that I did marry into it. If your
Society had not existed, | might never have learmed that
I had become in this way a daughter-in-law of the Barons,
I bappened to be visiting my family-in-law when one of the
ladies of that fomily received her Invitation to join the
Magna Charta Dames. My mother-in-law, noficing my
interest, got out the family reecords, and chatted with me
for a while about my husband's Past. Whereupon, I wrote
home to my own family that I was greatly impressed to
discover that I was actually married to a man who had “one
or more ancestors’ at Runnymede, four ancestors on the
Mayflower, and had been struck by lightning two times,

[292]
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Those men at Runnymede were a durable race. They
are a great comfert to think about, because they hit such a
rare balance between two extremes of human experience,
Only too often in history we hear about great men who
were so far ahead of their times that their ideas were not
available for practical application in thejr day. Persistently
they kept on, hammering the doctrine of the F uture into
unreceptive ear-drums, until sotnebody killed them or they
died. At the other extreme, history often confronts us with
men whose fame was tremendous in their life-times, hut
dwindled after that, They possessed very little except a
kind of Chanticleer faculty for crowing up the new day; but
they crowed it up so mtelligible, and at such a timely hour,
that everyone who listened, themselves included, fe: that
they had a great deal to do in bringing the new day to pass.

After hearing so much about these two extremes—
about profound men disregarded, and about shallow men
who enjoyed an exaggerated vogue—it is refreshing, for a
change, to come upon conspicuous human beings, like the

Barons and their Archbishop, who were unmistakably sig-

nificant, both ther and now. They could command the rich
material trappings for such a gorgeous worldly pageant that
it was instantly recognized as momentous by everyone
who watched it from those conternporary riverbanks apnd
meadows. And they were also insisting upon such universal
and central principles that all sticceeding generations have
recognized their act as a turning point in history, and have
agreed to name their charter “Creat.”

The Barons and their Archbishop were fortunate, not
only in their pageantry and their principles, but in their gifs
for statement—somebody’s gift for words. The prose of
that charter remains pointed and trenchant through all the

 translations and all the commentaries of seven hundred and

eighteen years. And there iz one short phrase near the
[30]
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" beginning of the charter on which I should like to base my
foot-note: the phrase “mere free will.” You remember it
" occurs in the statement that a certain right has already been .
oranted voluntarily—'‘mera et spontanea voluntate.” I
hoped to find a great variety of translations for my phrase;
but, from the earliest to the Jatest that 1 could find, the
translations have been almost identical: “mere free will”"—
“mere and free will"—"free will spontaneous and mere.”

Of course, if we are what Blackstone in his legal
treatise on the Charter calls “painful antiquarians,” we
know that the word mere has undergone a striking change.
In the Latin it meant simply pure and undefiled, with no
Daisy Ashford sense of disparagement. The first use in
English cited in the Murray-Ozford dictionary is a bit of
instruction to a nurse to give wine to a patient, not
water'd,” but “meere and in his owne kind.”” The next use
is in this phrase: "the true, mere, and sincere word of God.”
And I was entertained to find that the third use cited was a
remark of one of the earlier relatives of my own family

_connection, Samuel Purchas, who, flourishing in the Hfteen
hundreds, wrote in his “Pilgrimage,” “Earthly happiness is
never meere and unmixzed, but hath some sowre sauce to
-relish it.” The Barons, in their use of the phrase, expressed

- their recognition of the fact that there is a little extra shade
of authenticity about what is done by mere free will, as
compared with what is done under duress.

I am not going into the context further, because I don’t

' want to try to make my foot-note walk on all fours. But
I have selected the phrase for you today hecause your
Society is almost the only one I ever heard of that leaves
the “mere free will” of its members unimpaired. It does not
plunge you into a prodigious number of committee meetings
and sub-committee tneetings, and card partiezs and depart-
mental reports and “‘drives.” Yet it does give point to
historical research, and it does honor its members by making

{31}
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A spontaneous interest in the historical study of
zenealogy is usually the attribute of rather a specialized or
rather a highly developed personality, and is not the easiest
thing in the world to pass along. You find that out if you
ever try to inspire any person under twenty years of age
with the slightest interest in whose great-grandfather was
the grandson of whom. A very fine teacher of history used
to say that her only method in teaching was, “Turn on the
hose and let stick what will.” My father pursued that
method liberally with his children. We had the stream of
genealogical information turned on us at a very early age,
What happened was a good deal like an episode in our
garden one afternoon when we older children, aged eight
and nine, tried to give our small brother, aged five, a nice
drink out of the garden hose. We arranged him in position,
carefully, at the receiving end of the hose, and then we sped
to the silcock and turned on the water full force. He ran
in to get his clothes changed, and came out to try agmin,
The second time we drenched him, our mother was flying
around assembling a third outfit of dry raiment, when one
of us said, virtuously, "It wasn't the least bit ocur fault,
Mother. The only trouble was, Geoffrey didn’t drink quite
fast enough.” When you turn on the full fountain of family
history, you sometimes have a shrawd suspicion that your
younger relatives are not completely drinking it in.

' Our mother, who was well acquainted with the water-
tight compartments of our minds, did not even try to teach
us anything directly about family tradition. Instead, she
provided herself with a fine, substantial, leather-covered
loose-leaved note-book. It was stout enough to stand on the
shelf with other books on equal terms, and it contained,
besides its blank pages. a number of firm pages of thick
card-board, so that various exhibits could be pasied in

{321
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without making the volume bulge. Into this book she not
only put the well-sifted family records, with dates and places
and references to sources neatly documented and typed;
but she also included camera studies that she made of old
properties and places connected with our ancestors—pictur-
esque doorways, fireplaces, gardens, trees, and graveyards;
. photostats of handrubbings of old epitaphs; a sample of
early weaving; a water<color skeich of a rare tea set that
was in the family; a page of manuscript music written by
one of the great-grandfathers; entertaining quotations from
old wills and diaries; examples of handwriting and signa-
tures as far back as she could collect them; and some photo-
graphs of my younger sister in our grandmother’s wedding
dress and bonnet, at the garden doorway of the house where
our grandmother was born. In short, the whole collection
was sufficiently atiractive so that none of us would ever be
likely to throw the book away. And now, when we need
to look up something in a hurry, we do not have to pick
our way precariously through all the confusion of johns
and Andrews and Christophers and Ichabods in the printed
volumes of the various family lines. We can just turn to
our mother's note-book— (pausing always for a moment to
look at the photographs, and to remember how she used to
let us go with her sometimes when she went to take the
pictures)—and find out in her accurately abstracted pages
‘the things that concern us only, and whatever we need
to know. . E
If you have such an individual book in the making,
never be discouraged if it is not instantly appreciated. As
they say in one of the songs of De Koven's “Robin Hood,”
“There will come a time!” Sooner or later a question will
come up, and you will have the satisfaction of secing some
relative, hitherto impervious, pounce eagerly upon your
handy records, and drink in the information, of his “mere
free will,”

[33]
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An igterest in family history is likely to come on
suddenly. I happen to krow several young people who have

had the first stirrings of it awakened by seeing the play

“Berkeley Square,” either in the stage version or in the

picture. [ hope you all have seen it, for it has given me an
idea. If I could have free exercise of my own “mere free
will” at this moment, | would ask for a magic power, and
I would cause portrait frames to become visible on these
walls; and in these frames would be all the surety Barons
and their wives, as they appeared in life. Also, for those of

bortraits of certain selected forebears whem we might care
to see; together with any other early ancestors who hap-
pened to resemble anybody present in any way. And then,
after we had looked well at these portraits, and had made
probably some very interesting comparisons, | would use
my magic power to make it possible for each of you to take
a week’s vacation in one of those early centuries, hetween
1215 and 1500, when the Charter was constantly in
jeopardy, being alternately disregarded, re-recognized, re-
ignored, and re-confirmed. 1 would let you choose your
week, and what capacity you would go—perhaps in the late
autumn, when Plantagenet oaks were ruddy; or at Christ-
mas tide in a Baronis] castle; or somewhere among the
fourteen hundreds, in a Chaueerian Spring, But wherever
you went in those centuries, 1 should ask you to do some
research for us, not only in the matter of episodes and

personages, but in things for which you may chance to have |

an especial gift. ‘ :

- We do not know any too much about what you would
encounter in those centuries. But, for instancs, if you have
a good eye for fine horses and horsemanship, you could
certainly graiify that taste, and incidentally find out for ys

all about those old crusading horses—how they combined |

such strength as to be able to bear all that heavy armer,
{341
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with almost the agility of polo ponies, to do what they must
have done on the field of batle and of tournament. We
know they were not heavy to the point of clumsiness, for
in all the old seals and devices they certainly know how to
arch their manes, look haughtily down their noses, and raise
their right front paw with that lovely, spirited, patrician
sesture that can never be imitated by a mediocte horse.

Possibly it might be the presence everywhere of these
beautiful horses that would be one of the most striking
differences that you would notice between Then and Now.
A three-year-old litile girl in my own family connection had
never happened to see a man on horseback, until one time
when she was visiting her grandmother in my home town
in Conneeticut. There is one man in our town who goes
for a horseback ride almost every morning before breakfast.
He is the prosecuting attorney for our district, and he hap-
pens to be the eldest son of the eldest son of the eldest som,
hack to Governor Bradford of Plymouth. The first time that
my tiny lhttle relative saw him go galloping by on his
beautiful racer, she rushed from the window, exzclaiming,
“Oh, what do you think I just saw? 1 saw Mr. Bradfid
going by, and he was riding a Cock Horse!” ' |

Everybody laughed and asked her what she meant by
a cock horse; and she said, “Why, you know what a Cock
Horse is! It's a horse without any waggin'.”

On your vacation in the early centuries, you could ride
a Cock Horse, and you could ride him to Banbury Cross
if you wanted to; because, although the modern Banbury
Cross was not erected until the nineteenth century, the
extremely ancient one was not destroyed until 1610 when
‘the Puritans tore it down; and on your visit, it would stll
be there. ' : :

If you are interested in rare tapestries, you could study
them in the making, with all their freshness of color and of
texture. If you love boats, you might sail down “London
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River” in a boat with a gold-embroidered damask sail, And
you might possibly find, still available for inspection, some
of the early war-boats, with their three little turrets or
“castles” in which to conceal the archers—the only surviv-

ing trace of those three little castles today being the

"to-cs’le,” the “forward castle” of 4 boat. _

Falconry you could study, and old games, and rich
embroideries, and furs—ermine, and miniver, and vair. In
wintry weathey you ecould have one real luzury that
perhaps you do not enjoy today; you could sleep in your
cold castle under a coverlet entirely made of the soft fur of
the little gray squirrel. And in any part of those three cen-
turies you certainly would be entitled to stately and pictur-
esque costume. Exquisite materials we know you might
select: cloth of silver, cloth of gold, embossed silk and
velvet, embroidered satin, “camlet,” which was a mixiure
of silk and cashmere_and you would have a chance to
settle once for all exactly what white “samite” was;
probably a heavy satin with a siz-ply thread, but nobody
is sure, and you could settle it beyond dispute.

I hope | have not been taking liberties with you: but
I confess that I have been locking at some old costume
plates, and while luncheon was going on [ did glance around
and decide what some of you, on this excursion of yours,
might wear. [ know which one of you I should like to see
in the garments of Adeliza, daughter of the third Farl of
Norfolk, with her hexagonal gold coronet, her gown made
much like the one that Isolde wears in the garden scene of
the opera, and her fowing mantle fastened with a tasseled
cord of gold. I know which one should wear the hair
arrangement of Joan Plantagenet, Fair Maid of Kent—her
lovely golden hair built out on either side in tufts of curls,
There is one of you for whom | would choose a gown of
white samite, “mystic, wonderful,” and a blue mantle lined
with ermine and powdered with embroidered fowers, And

[36] '
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there is another of you who should stand at a castle gate,
with an early fifieenth century ‘breeze just fluttering the
long veil of her white high-horned head-dress. She should
wear a mantle of eloth of silver, and a violet gown. .

The gentlemen might take their choice, of different
kinds of armor: ring armor, scale armot, chain armor, plate
armor, according to the era into which they choose to go.
But for their garmentis of peace, they will do well to loock
before they leap, or they will find themselves precipitated
into & period when the extremely long peaks to the duck-
bill shoes were fashionable—perhaps at a moment when the
slim points of these shoes had gonme out cighteen inches
beyond the natural toe, They had to be reinforced with

~ whalebone, these long shoe-toes, and fastened up to the

knee with gold knee-chains in wet weather. They had such
an elfin air of elegance that all the edicts of the Church
against them could not prevent them from returning again
and again into fashion. They made walking, as one chroni-
cler puts it, “Difficult beyond imagination.” But when the
wearer stood upon a grassy pathway, and those slender long
extensions of the delicately colored shoes went streaking
out ahead along the path, they lay against the grass in all
their dainty coloring, like the peak of a nasturtium or the
horns of a columbine flower;—and they did have an
amazing effect of enhancing and elongating a man. ,
Wherever you decide to go in those centuries, I should
beg you to walk with circumspection, or you micht be
thrown into the Tower, or buried in Westminster Abbey—

and [ prefer you to survive. Because, after your vision has

become a little accustomed to those early days—after you
have looked over battlements and into the shadows of the
King's Forest, and through Norman arches, and down stone
stairways by the light of a cresset, | want you to come back
and view the present with fresh eyes. Certainly you will

find us still struggling to live up to certain provisions of

1371
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that Charter, that writ of respect and freedom for the
individual will. .

But it is not chiefly at our political aspect that I should
ask you to look, since this is not a political gathering.
I should want you to come back with a freshened and in-
tensified idea of yourselves as individuale. Suddenly. per-

ceiving yourself and all your relationships in the licht of

another era, you could take up again the complicated art of
profoundly personal living, with a new perspective, in a
unique and individualized way.

Sometimes we hear that the day of individualism is
past. That depends a good deal on what kind of individ-
ualism we mean, Certainly we all are trying to root out
of ourselves a certain kind of crass, oppressive, self-for-
self-only kind of individualism; but there are certain traits
in the human mind that have to be conquered over again
freshly every day. The great foothall coach, Knute Rockne,
when forming a new team of fine individual players from
all parts of the country, used to tell them = story of what
happened to him when he was in France. A French athletic
coach came to him and asked him if he would criticise the
practice of a hasket-ball team of young Frenchmen who
were training for a game they were to play against a team
of American students at a school in Paris. Rockne watched
the French team practicing, and saw that whenever a player
got hold of the ball, he always tried for the basket, no matter
how hopeless his position happened to be. Their game had
degenerated into a rough and tumble scuffle of pitch-and-
toss for the basket. When the coach stepped up for
criticisms, Rockne said, “You have some very protising
individual players, but I see they don't play hy American
rules,”

The French coach was deeply concerned, and said they
certainly meant to do so, and if they were not succeeding,
they wanted to know where they had failed.

[3&]
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“Well,” said Rockne, “they never pass the ball”
“Oh, that!” exclaimed the French coach. “Not yet have
1 been able to teach them that! [ say to Gavroche, ‘Gavreche,

 you are too far away. You must pass the ball to Henril’

And Gavroche will respond, ‘Oh, non, non, non, non! I
I should pass the ball to Henri, Henr might make a
basket!’ " .

We hope that the day of ball-snatching, hall-monopo-
lizing individualism is in the past. But the day for original,
independent, creative individualism will never go by, The
attention of the world is so alert with anxiety just now that
it is highly sensitized for whatever any individual, keenly
alive and aware and gifted, has to offer. At such a moment
of high tension, even the purely hospitable gift is never
trivial. A choice gathering of congenial spirits, in a harmo-
nious setting, revives a sense of the worth of life, and
greatly restores the soul, [t means a good deal to any
responsible person, in a season of uncertainty, to know
beyond peradventure that there is somebody on earth who
has a firm conviction of his absolute value; a conviction

that is noble, deeply founded, high and mighty, unshakable;

totally disconnected with the gold standard, or with any

other commercial ups and downs. When worldly standards

waver, when nerves are on edge, any homelike interlude of -
deserved appreciation means infinitely more than it would

in a complacent age. The world at present may be jumpy,
but it certainly is awake. Whatever principles you must
firmly believe in, here is your chance to personify them in
their most distinguished and telling form. o

- That is a large order and a vague one. It is vague
because each of us will interpret it in an individual way.

Let me recall to your minds the story of a very ancient king,

whose name makes King John and the Plantagenets sound
almost modern. It is a story of one of the most irrational
demands ever made of thoughtful men.

[39]
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, In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezsar, Nebuehadnezzar
' dreamed dreams, wherewith his Spirit was troubled, and hig aleen brake from
hirs,

and the soreereys, and the Chaldeans, for tn shew the king his dreams. 5o
they came and stapd bafere the king,
And the king aaid unto them, | hava dreamed a dream, and my spiri
waa troubled to know the dream,
en spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syrac, O king, live forever:

me: I ye will not meke known vote me the dream, with the interpretarion
thereof, ye shall be cut in places, . |
vt i ye shaw tha dream, and the mterpretation thereof, ye shal] rageive

of me gifte, and rewards, and great honor: therefore shew ma the dream, and
the interpratation theveaf,

2¥ answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream,
and we wil] shew the igterpretation of it

e king answered and said, I know of cerlainty that ya would gain the

But if ye will make known unte ma the dream, there iz but one decrae for

i 7ou . . . Therefore tell me the dream, and'] shafl knew that ye can shew the

: Interpretatisn of b :

: The Chaldeans answered hafore the king, and 22id, Thera = not a map
upon the eazth that can shew the king's matters therefore there is no king,
lord, nor raler, that ssked such things ap any magician, or astrologer, or

ck::i]‘it iz a rara thing that the king requireth.® ‘

Nebuchadnezzar is the world, and it s always asking
strange things of yg, Sometimes we fear that this is an ern
of compulsion all gver the world, But behind and beyond
all the compulsions, it is a world of wistful dreams. The
world has dreamed 5 dream for each of you, but it cannot
tell you what i i, All the rescurces and ingenuity and good
taste of your heritage will serve you here, to interpret those
vague dreams: somebody’s dream of encouragement ip
desperate struggle; somebody’s dream of 3 delightful social
order: somebody’s dream of ~an employer; somebody’s
dream of 5 cordial environment for art and music; some.
body's dream of justice: somebody’s dream of home,
Along some lipe or other, you thoughtful meq and women,
“interpret unte us our dreams.” ‘

It is a rare thing that the king requireth. |

And finally, in order that you may have energy for gl
these high demands upon your powers, let me incite you to :

* Tke Bogk of Dam'e!,l Chapter II,
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get out your gray goose quill and a roll of parchment, and
write yourselves a little Charter, in which you swear by
~your halidomes that you will reserve for yourselves a
margin of time in which you will not be coerced. It will be
a conquest worthy of your steel if you can manage really
to set apart a little of your day, just a little of your life-
time, in which there will be some chance for the by-play of
your own peculiar gifts and meditations; some opportunity
to summon up fresh vigor for the next encounter; some
field for the wholesome exercise of your own free will—
voluntary, spontanecus—and absolutely “mere.”

[41]
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Invocation

June 12, 1934
at “Woodcrest™
offered by

The Rev. Andrew Mautch, D.D.

e GOD, Thou Gracious Disposer of our lot, gathered
: 8 a here today in happy circumstances and in high

xzet) privilege, we call to remembrance the past days
and all the good that they have written into our present
day, We give Fhee thanks for the history of that nation
from which we have sprung and the nation of which we
form a part; and praise Thee that in Thy good providence
there were secured for us our human right in terms of
individual human worth. | '

We bless Thee for the high souled patriot men and
women who toiled and sacrificed to make our heritage
what it js—with freedom, righteousness, and Justice as jts
foundation Principles,

And we pray Thee that our hearts may be stirred afresh
on this oceasion of grateful remembrance in all loyaliy and
devotion to these principles. Forbid that we should hold

body and freshly inspired hearts, may we go from this

place of tellowship with pride in the past, courage in the

present, and hope and confidence in the future, And this

we ask in the name of Jesys Christ Our Saviouwr. Amen,
[42] '
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The Reverend Andrew Mutch, D.D., Pastor of the Bryn Mawr
Presbyterian Church, was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and
educated at Tillicoultry Public School and Dollar Academy, was
graduated frem Edinburgh University, where he took his Arts and

Divinity Coumes. Having quahﬁed a5 a teacher, he was durmg hiz

Divinity Course assistant. to the Professor aof Pedagopy iIn the

- Edinburgh Nermal Training College, His first appomtment after

being licensed to preach was as Assistant Minister in the West
Church uf St. Nicholas, Aberdeen, with a membershlp of two
tbousand, where he remained for two years, and then was slected
to the Pastorate of the West Church of Calashiels. Remaining here
four years he was called to the parish of Muthill, near to the
Trossachs, in Pefthshire, and after ten years of service there he was
called to Bryn Mawr in 1912, Since coming to America Lafayette

College has conferred upon him the honorary dezree c:f Doctor

of Dlwmty
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Woodcrest
Reception and Luncheon‘ |
Jme 12, 1934

At the June Meeting, 1934, the members of the
National Society Magna Charta Dames and their escorts
were entertained at luncheon by Mrs. John T. Dorrance,
a Regent of the Society, at “Woodcrest,” her beautiful
home, near Radnor, Pennsylvania, Gayly decorated tables
were set out under the trees on the spacious lawn and
the guests assembled in delightful fellowship. Such con-
geniality prevailed that even the approach of a sudden
shower causing a hasty retreat to the house only served
to heighten the enjoyment. With charming grace Mrs.
Dorrance welcomed her guests, and to this welcome
Mrs, Joseph Mickle Fox responded as follows:

Mrs. Dorrance, Fellow Members of the Magna
Charta Dames, and Guests: o

It is indeed good that we should come together here
today for never in the history of cur Nation was there a
time when our efforts were more urgently needed to pro-
claim and maintain the standards to which we adhere,
especially in these days when standards seem to be so
rapidly changing. :

- The generous hospitality of Mrs. Dorrance, her sim-

plicity and grace, her devoted patriotism and the beantiful

surroundings of her home inspire each one of us to a

greater effort to arouse in others the performance of sacred

duties to our Country. | |
[45]
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We meet here today to revers the memory of those
brave men through whom we have received our heritage
and to pledge ourselves anew to higher Christian living,

At this time Mrs, John 8. Wurts presented a Tribute

to the memory of Mrs, James Large #

Afier a few moments of silence Mrs. James Starr said:

Our Hostess, Officers, Guests, and Members of the
Magna Charta Dames:;

It seems to me we have all profited just now hy
pausing in silent tribute after what has been spoken by
Mrs. Wurts. All who knew our President have been greatly
affected,

And now I ask you to transport yourselves in spirit
and take a flight of fancy. We move our earthly bodies so
easily let us place ourselves in spirit with those who
gathered in 1215 at the field of Runnymede. I want you to
transport yourselves in fancy through the air. |

When I came here through the lovely wooded drive
shaded by. those beautiful trees I felt that this was indeed
Runnymede. The Schuylkill might be the Thames and

“"Woodcrest”™ our Runnymede. Let us feel that it is and

that we are all here with the Barons whe, by the way, seem -
to have brought a great many wives with them.

We are not here to demand anything but at the
beckoning hand of our hostess we have transported our-
selves and are here fop fellowship. We will carry the
illusion on to what our next speaker will bring to us. He
has many honors and many dignities. “By his words ve
shall know him.” We are deeply grateful to him for coming
to us today. I take great pleasure in introducing the
Reverend Doctor Leicester Crosby Lewis,

* Tt i3 printed herein on nege 4.
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The Reverend Leicester Crosby Lewis, MLA., B.D., Ph.D., Pastor of the Church of
5t. Martin-in-the-Fields, Chestnut Hill, was born in Greenwich Village, New Yorle City,
in the year 1887. His ancestors on his father's side were from Delaware, helow
Lewes, and formed part of a group which had migrated from Sussex County, Fne-
land, early in the 18th century. His mother’s grandfather, a British veteran of
Pakenham's attack on New Orleans dﬁring the War of 1812, had bhrought the family
to New York from Leiccster, England, with the establishment af peace after Waterloo
m 1815, ‘ '

Dr. Lewiz was educated at Trinity School, New York, and Colunbia University,
from which latter institution he holds the degrees of B.A, and M.A. Upon his grad-
uation from the General Theological Seminary im 1911, he was ordained to the -
ministry of the Episcopal Church, and after receiving the degree of Bachelor of Di-
vinity, proceeded to Germany, where he studied at the Universities of Berlin,
Tubingen, and Frefburz. For seven years he was Professor of Church History at the
Western Theological Seminary in Chicago and Chaplain to the Sisters of St. Mary.
From 1922-1929 Dr. Lewis was associated with the Episéopal Academy at Overbrook, -
Pennsylvania. He reccived the degree of Doctor of Philesophy from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1925. After a third sojourn in Europe, 1929.1930, he estab-
lished and was the head of the School of Religion at 5t. James's Church, Philadelphia. -
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The Ordered Liberty of
Magna Charta

at Address by

The Rev. Dr. Leicester Crosby Lewis
deliverad before
The National Society Magna Charta Dames
" Meeting at "Woodecrest,” Radnor
June 12, 1934

Mys. Dorrance, Ladies of the Magna Charta
ard my fellow Guests:

W turies of his development, is obviously of interest
and of value to students of human life at any
‘time, and not least in these days of far spread revolution
throughout our national social structure. '

‘That | take it is the fundamental reason for the
existence of your Society. You feel that here in modem
Arnerica, almost the baby among the greater nations of the
‘earth, there is the vital connection, through your own
fainily histories, with an event which took place in Medieval
England as long ago as the early years of the thirteenth
century. You are gathered together through the activities
' of your National Society, and through the gracious courtesies
of today, to bear witness to a fact which many of our
contemporary thinkers and guides seem prone to forget or

[49]
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at least ignore, viz: that man of the present has not sprung
full grown into his present position, as did in classic legend
Venus from the ocean’s foam, but that to a large extent,
man is his past. As | was entering these grounds a few
minutes ago, | mised my straw hat to a lady of my
acquaintance. A natural act,” the thoughtless might re-
mark, “a natural act of a modern American.” Precisely the
opposite must be the judgment of anyone who secks to
understand life other than superficially. 1 raise my summer
straw because centuries back in a different land and an
alien culture, warrior knights doffed their plumed helmets
in the presence of their fair ladies. These knights in turn
practiced this chivalrous reverence just because many cen-
furies before them, ere Medieval England was even dreamed,
captives were lead before Oriental despots in Assyria and in
Babylon, on their knees, bareheaded for the death stroke.
How far still further back into the fascinating chaos of pre-
history this practice goes no scholar can say, but eyery bit
of evidence available points out that what I do today in
simple American eourtesy is linked up with the actions of
the Ages. This unity in human life and thought is surely
one of the supreme social values to which your Society is
dedicated. ‘

It is in this sense and for this reason that I rejoice to
be with you teday. So far as I know, my own family unity
breaks down long before we reach the thirteenth century,

yet somewhat whimsically, as merely a still further example

of the unity of cultural life, may | submit my own name
to your consideration as expressive of the myriad strands
of European history which go to make up even the name of
an ordinary American. My first name Leicester carries one
in historic picture directly back to the Roman colonization

" of Britain, where at sirategic points, the castra, the “‘cester,”

or camps of the Roman army were erected. All the many
English place-names of today, which end in “cester” or

f30)
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“ aster —Rochester, Lancaster, Leicester, et al., remind the

thinking person that the foundation of what we call Anglo-
Saxzon civilization was beyond any question. the civilization
of Rome.

Then, my middle name, Croshy, is usually traced back
to the early English “Cross-Bow,” a word half Latin and
half Saxon, recalling to us that amalgamation of the races
in Encland, which bhad gained great headway well before
the Norman Conquest.

And my family name, Lewis, what is it but the old
Callic, Celtic name, Clovis, familiar to all in the patriotic
French saga of St. Remi and Clovis, the first Christian king
of the Franks at the end of the fifth century? I do not

indeed lay the slightest claim to the royalist crown of

France, as a descendent of Clovis, any more than I care to
assert that oy family ancestors were brought up in a2 Roman
camp, or were especially proficient with the cross-bow.

'Seriously, however, 1 do remind you -that -the essential

unity of history is obviously evident in the fact that nearly
a half century ago, a newly born American infant could
all unconsciously receive names which linked him up

directly with the Latin, Sazon and Frapkish creative

clements of Western culture.

May I add, further, my pleasure at being present at a
meeting of The Magna Charta Dames, because of the fact
that | am a clergyman, in thirteenth century parlance “a
cleric.” No one can even begin to study the story of Magna
Charta without being faced by the fact of the tremendous
part which the Christian Church played in that far reaching
event. 1 think it is Mr. Hilaire Belloc who has said that
no one c¢an be even a successkul Cooks’ tourist of Europe
without understanding something of Christian faith and
practice. 10 anderstand Europe while jgnoring the religion
which so largely created it, is sheerly impossible. While
this is undebatably true in slmost the whole of the

[511
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- European picture, it is pre-eminently clear in the stirring
events leading up to and connected with the granting of
the Great Charter. Wrung from the unwilling hands of
King John by a group of Barons headed by Stephen
Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, and filled with leading
phrases, which had heen the slogans in ecclesiastical con-
troversy for nearly thyee Previous centuries, the Great
Charter of 12}5 stands before the world as expressive of
the dominant impact of the Christ conscience, as voiced
by the Christian Church, upon the secular society of the.
early Middle Ages. As such, and a3 3 clergyman, | am

happy to consider it with you,

L

| As every school child knows, the purport or objective
of the Charter nt Rurnymede was freedom or liberty. Both
in secular affairs and in matters religious, -fregdom is the
significant word in this Charter. As the old Latin phrase
put it: Fedesia Anglicana Ibers sit: The Church of
England shall be free. Unfortunately for mankind, how-
ever, when we have uttered the above ‘words, we have
actually asserted almost nothing, until we make plain in

~ just what sense it is that we apostrophise the nohle worgd

of freedom.

For over a century prior to 1917 the intelligentsia
among the Russiap people had worked for, apd been
martyrs 1o, the goal of freedom. Then came Kerenski and
the Revolution, and in the vears that have passed since
that national upheaval, much Propaganda has come from
Russia to our own land, in an endeavor to convert us as a
people to the Russian conception of hberty., When oy
own forefathers gathered one hundred and fifty-eight years
ago in the Old State House in Philadelphia, similarly were
the words “freedom™ and “liberty” the most popular of

L5z}
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watchwords, vet it is evident again to any school child that
freedom on the lips of Washington and Jefferson meant
something vastly different from the word as uttered by
{enin and Trotsky.

What then did this same word “freedom” signify
when proclaimed by the assembly at Runnymede near
Windsor in the year of our Lord 12152

To give the right answer to that question, we must
delve back some three centuries before 1215, to the
founding of a monastery at Cluny in Burgundy, that is
Central France, in the year 911, When that Religious
House was founded in the early tenth century, Europe
was still in the grip of what is frequently called “The
ron Age.” With the death of the great Charlemagrne
in 814, the Empire which he had so laboriously built
‘up, broke into pieces and this in other words meant that
Europe began to disintegrate. Public law, both secular
and ecclesiastical, rapidly broke downm,. simply because’
there was nowhere in Europe any power to sustain it.
With the vanishing of the Imperial authority amid the
welter of petty kingdoms and princedoms, and with the
degradation of the Church influence at Rome, in what
has not unfairly been termed the Pornocracy, the stage
was set in Furope for each man to do what seemed
good in his own eyes, with the naturally inevitable chaos
and aparchy. The ninth and tenth centuries in Europe
are two of the saddest and most terrible centuries in the
entire history of mankind. Especially in the lLife of the
Church, which after all had for its unicue purpose the
Letterment of mankind, especially in this life of the
Church was the confusion most complete, throngh the
intruding into the offices and benefices of religion, of
‘the younger sons of the local magnates. Thrust on the
principle that “might makes right” into the government
of the Christian fellowship, it can cause Little wonder

{331
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that these secular robbers in ecclesiastical dress, worked
havoc and destruction to the Christian life,

It was in direct antagonism to this degradation of

things spiritual by the powers of the world, that the Cluny
Monastery of Burgundy was founded. Slowly at first, but
with an ever increasing enthusiasm, the movement of Cluny
spread and expanded, until in another century, there existed
throughout Central Eurcpe a mighty endeavor for reform,
known to history as the Cluniac Reform. Naturally it had
to fight many a battle since both lawless secular and fajth-
less cleric would be bitterly opposed 1o it. I have no Hme
here to trace in detail the thrilling and romantic story of
this Cluniac Revival, nor to describe once again its most
spectacular episode, when in the winter of 1077 on the
heights of Canossa back of Genoa, the head of the Church,
Gregory VII brought to heel the head of the State, Henry
IV, and kept the master of the world three days in the
snow outside Mathilda’s castle, uatil the principles of
justice and the freedom of the Church were dramatically
acknowledged, | '
. What is vital for our understanding of Magna Charta,
however, is that the gospel of this Cluniac Reform was
“freedom,” the “freedom of the Church.” Thence onward,
to restrict our view merely to English, and not to Conti-
nental history, when Anselm was driven from his Primacy
in England and foreed to spend years of exile in F rance,
or when the brains of Thomas 3 Becket were scattered over
the transept floor of Canterbury, the fishi was for the
“freedom of the Church,” and was recognized by all in this
specific Cluniac sense.

Hence, when thirty-siz vears after the murder of S¢
Thomas, another Archbishop of Canterbury led the nobles
to Runnymede for the Great Charter of 1215, it is a fair,
and indeed to my mind the only tenable interpretation, to
understand that the word “freedom” in Magna Charta, meant

[54]
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precisely what it had been recognized as meaning in all
the preceding battles, namely, that the Church of England,
or of anywhere else, was to be “free” in the sense that
religion was to stand on its own feet; that it had certain
inalienable rights of its own, which no world micht had
the slightest right to browbeat; and, in our modern jargon,
that there are values of the human spirit, for which man
must struggle and for which it is worthwhile to die, in
order that the spirit of man, or in the word of Phillips
Brooks’ famous seymon, the Candle of the Lord tnay shine

forth brilliantly and undimmed into the deepest problems
of human existence.

IL

Such I understand to be the first decisive battle in the
upward push of the human epirit, of which Magna Charta
expresses the victory; the freedom of the spirit from ma-

terial coercion. Qught we, however, or dare we rest here?

Is your Society in session today merely to celebrate the
freedom of the human spirit, sacred indeed though that

~ freedom unquestionably is? If the above goal were the

sole aim of our Commemoration, then in all friendliness,
| suggest that your Society would be superfluous. F rankly

I say superfluous, because there are so many societies in
the world today dedicated to the general cause of freedom,

~that ! zee no reason whatsoever to add to the number. But,

however, the Magna Charta Dames of today are intelli-
gently loyal to the teaching of the Charter which you hold
as a “‘sacred trust,” and you are pledged in twentieth cen-
tury America to be apostles not only of liberty vaguely and

- unqualified and in general, but of what we may fitly de-

scribe as the Ordered Liberty of the Charter itself; and
that brings me to the second principle of my thesis.
As | read the declarations of the Charter, while they

- unreservedly proclaim freedom, the last thought which any

[551
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of the Barons would have had, was that the Charter was a
plea for anarchy or disorder. Most emphatically neither the
Barons nor the Churchmen at Runnymede had any such
idea. On the contrary, the pith and push of the entire

. Cluniac Revival lay in the belief that while brute might and

political despotism ought not to contro] mankind, principles
of truth and of right should do so. Even more, if we are to
stick closely to the historic notes of the Charter itself, these
principles of truth and of right are not disembodied prin-
ciples, left idly to the shifting whim of any single individual,
but rather they are embodied for practical purposes in the
religious and relatively developed sections of society, namely
the Church and England’s freemen.

‘ I know well that the Great Charter has been often,
especially in the past, interpreted quite otherwise, so as to
make this thirteenth century document, created by Church
and Nobility, a forerunner of Marxist . Socialism or of
French Revolutionary radicalism. 1 am not arguing here
whether either of these “isms” be right or wrong, but as
a student of medieval history, I assert that it is quite im-
possible to imagine Baron or Prelate in Plantagenet England
sanctioning or in any way approving either Socialism or
Radicalism. To interpret the Charter in such fashion is
absolutely to cut it loose from its historical setting.

‘Am I then seeking to dampen the enthusiasm of our
assembly today? Nay, rather in all humility, | suggest that
I am offering the only permanency for the Society. The
tale of history is unhappily only too full of temporary en-
deavors toward freedom, which have not been based on
right and on truth. While the noblest heads in France were
dropping ‘into the sawdust basket of [a Guillotine, a
Parisian street girl was pulled into the sanctuary of Notre
Dame and adored on the High Altar as the Goddess of
Liberty. Loud were the cheers for liberty, yet as we all
know, before a score of years had passed, that expression

£56]

#0137 PoO001/022




1073072011

14:54 161055810532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

of liberty failed utterly, because it was so unmistakably not
founded on righteousness and truth. Some of us helieve
that our contemporary Russian ezperiment will in many
points similarly fail, for very similar reasons. The point
I would endeavor to impress upon you, is that the liberty of
freedom of Magna Charta was not a godless liberty to do
what one cares to do, nor a spineless liberty which is not
interested in truth, Rather, what Magna Charta presented
to the world was an Ordered Liberty, the freedom of the
moral personality to develop itself untrammeled and to the
uttermost, to develop on the principles of right and of truth,
as embodied in religion and in culture.

It is this reading of the great charter which I suggest
to you, alone makes its principles dynamic rather than static.
Our American world of today is so vastly different from
the world of thirteenth century England that a cynic
might well feel inclined to ask if intelligent women of our
day have nothing better to do than to perpetuate the
memory of a medieval controversy. Am I wrong in ad-
mitting that if your Society should merely commemorate a
static answer to a problem seven centuries old, then our

cynic might indeed be justified? Per contra, if today com-

memoration is here made of a dynamic and ezpanding

aniswer to a problem eternally alive and pressing upon us
now, then cynicism has no place whatever, and your Society
may feel justly proud in making a genuine contribution to
the problems of the present.

Liberty, right and truth are all dynamic terms, gaining
new meaning with the years and with the changing circurn-
stances of every century. It is the glory of Magna Charta

~ that the principles which it inaugurated in the year 1215

can stll be applied and found efficient in the year 1934.
Kings no longer stalk across our political and economic
stage, but who will say that the American society of today
is not threatened by just as ruthless and cruel a tyranny as

[571 .
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that of King John in 12152 Sill in many sections of
American life does might seem even now to create the
standard of right. Sull is the freedom of the human spirit
hemmed in and oppressed by prejudice, by favortism and

* by malice. Still are our leaders in religion and in education

called to assemble their forces against all the tyranny which

| would stifle, yes and murder, the idealism of our people.

Still is there erying need in an age of technocracy and of a
soulless materialism, to reassert the first principle of the
Great Charter, namely the Church, if we may interpret this
as the corporate spirituality of our race, “the Church shall
be forever free.” ‘

And if, perchance, we are asked what we mean by
freedom, | venture to hope that no member of your Society
would ever answer, that we are Parlor Communists, or Pink
Radicals, or Black Atheists, but, that in our hich ideal of
liberty we dare not omit the sacred strand of order, which
tests the cosmic value of liberty by the Divine standards
of righteousness and of truth. This is the liberty of the
Great Charter; this is a liberty for which we need not to
apologize; this is the liberty which the world and especially
our land of America needs most sorely at the present time.

May | detain vou for just one concrete illustzation of

my meaning? Keen scrutinizers of our national thought

have more than once in recent times noted among us, as
a national weakness, a marked lack of sensitiveness to
abstract justice. The philosophic pragratism of certain of

#0137 PoO03/022

our universities has filtered through into the formation of

our legal judgments and moral decisions. Right and Wrong
too often appear as merely antiquated vestiges of a bygone
era, Let me remind you that no people has ever preserved
its national life in vigor and in power, when such views
become rampant. “Let the heavens fall, but right and truth
prevail” that has been the innermost conviction of the great
gouls in all the ages, That was also, | believe, the convie-
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tion of that Assembly at Runnymede which gave to the
world the Charter.

If there be any truth whatever in what I have been
saying to you today, then a wondrous opportunity opehs up
before members of The National Society Magna Charta
Dames. Not as mere theorists do you face the complex
confusion of contemporary living. By your blood, by your
family history, by every fibre of your being, you stand
pledged before the world as Champions of Orderad Liberty.
To every tyranny which threatens to thwart and minimize
the glory of human personality, you are a foe, To every
expression of the liberty of human personality you are a
friend. Only, and this is the eternally significant only of
Magna Charta, for you liberty which is not ordered is not
liberty but license, and the only liberty which you recognize
as genuine, is the liberty to do right and to think truth.

M Following this address Mrs. George Dallas Dixon
8 : )

And now it only remains for me to express to Mrz.

Dorrance our thanks and our heartfelt appreciation of her

gracious hospitality. .

Those of us who are here in her charming house
today, will ever remember the delightful visit; and may it
indeed also bind us more closely together in bonds of
friendship and loyalty to our country.

" Qur nation was the happiest and most prosperous on
earth! It is no longer prosperous! We are disturbed by a
threat of Fascism on one side, and the menace of Socialism
on the other, and it behooves those of us who are still
loyal, to emulate the doughty Barons, and fight to preserve
our Constitution, not stretched or broken but intact, as it
was handed down to us by those patriots who framed it,

and who to maintain it pledged “their lives, their fortunes,

and their sacréd honor.”
[591
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GRACE BEFORE MEAT
' November 20, 1934

An Invocation
offared by

John S. Wuarts

TEEE ETERNAL and Almighty God, our Heavenly

Father, in the spirit of worship we look up into Thy

#0137 P.O05/022

Face praising Thee. We thank Thee for the beautiful

land in which we hve and for the measure of righteousness
and peace which under Thee has attended our pathway.
We thank Thee for our inheritance and for the responsi-
bility which it brings to us. May we be always faithful.

We thank Thee for the gift of Thy dear Son. Fvery good

gift and every p&rfect gxft is from above - We thank Thee

for tl'us food; may it serve not only to nourish our bodies

but also to strengthen and enrich our spirits that in service

to others we may live for Thee. And this we ﬁsk in the

‘name of‘ our Lord Jesus. Amen,

{60]
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Our Political Recession

an Address Ly

Major Jobn Vernou Bouvier

delivered bhafore

The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at Sherry’s in New York City
November 20, 1934

Mrs. Wurts, Members of the M. agna Charta Dames
and fellow Guésts:

By whatsoever name described: Authbritaxian, Sactal-
istic-Democracy, horizontal Fascism, diluted Communism,

denatured Hitlerism or neo-Bolshevism, it is clear that the .

instant Government of the United States is neither a Rep-
resentative Republic nor a Constitutional Democracy. It is
certainly not the Government of our Forebears nor the
political structure that a century and a half ago converted
the American Nation from a hope into a reality.

Our Political Philosophy embraces a Declaration of -

Doctrines with a documented Constitution in which latter

repoze the written guarantees of our political liberty, def-
(initely ezpressed in the form of individual immunities and

governmental inhibitions. The genius of our institutions is
instinct in the Declaration of Independence, a document
containing a compact body of principles deriving from the
history of Government the experience of the ages, the teach-
ings of political philosophers, the utterances of statesmen,
the writings of publicists and the approval of popular
opinion. :
[63]
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In our Constitutional System, beyond the powers of
(Government conivol, were certain personal rights and lib-
erties that the Declaration of Independence firmly and
clearly defined: “We hold these truths to be self-evident
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with ceririn inalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to
secure these rights governments are instituted among men
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

While there are those who assert that no declarations
are unalterable and that progress connotes change, truth
nevertheless is imperishable and whether temporarily
adorned or disfigured by adventitious devices, basically
remains immutable. A writer however of keen perception
and discriminating judgrent has asserted: ““There is some-
thing in the restless nature of man that leads him con-
tinuously to alter, little by litile, as well as' by cataclysm,
hiz purely temporal mores, whether this be called evolution,
devolution or simply change.”

The Foundérs of our Government evolved the prin-
ciple of a Representative Republic that was entirely
opposed to the Direct Democracy which had demonstrated
its ineffectiveness two thousand years ago. James Madison
briefly and acutely explained in the Federalist the distinc-
tion: “In a Democracy the people meet and exercise the
Government in person; in a Republic they assemble and

administer it by their representatives and agents. ... A

Republic is a Government which derives all its powers
directly or indirecily from the great body of the people and
is .administered by persons holding their offices during
pleasure for a limited period or during good behavior,”
The Representative idea was fostered in the growth
of towns and in the days of the Normans proved to be a
stern check upon Feudalism. In the course of time these
towns sought charters with the right to choose certain of
[64]
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their own officers, while as early as the days of Magna
Charta the right of local self-government was bestowed
upon these towns and boroughs. In the reign of Fdward ©

one hundred and twenty cities and boroughs were enjoined

by writ to send to Parliament along with two Knights of
the Shire, two deputies from each borough within their
county with authority to consent fo what the King and his

. Council should require of them. This may be viewed as the

definite commencement of popular representation and the
genesis of the House of Commons which latter Macaulay
ohserved was “the archiype of all the representative as-
semblics which now meet either in the Old or New World.”

Here it were well to take pause and to consider: “Who
were the men that builded Qur Nation; how did they pro-
ceed: how were they equipped for their task and what were
the results they achieved?”

There are six that stand forth conspicucusly as the
Nation's founders. If all were not engaged upon the same
portion of the edifice coneurrently, they nevertheless were

.occupied in the building of one or more parts thereof at .

complementary times.

The first and most uncompromising was Samuel
Adams, supported, sustained and interpreted by Benjamin
Franklin. Dr. Butler has referred to these patriots as “the
forerunners of the mew Nation” and has named as its
“Master Builders” Alexander Hamilton and James Madison
while upon Jefferson he has bestowed the title of “Spokes-
man of the Democratic spirit.” George Washington he
declares may be literally regarded as the “Father of His
Country.” His colossean figure is the emergent human

equation of all time. The perfect patriot, soldier and

gtategmarn.
~ Jefferson, a profound student of political-philosophy,
was pot merely familiar with the Charters of English lib-
erties, but grounded in the politico-scientific writings of
[es] ..
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Aristotle, Locke, Voltaire, Montesquieu and Roussean, To
his purpose and for his precedents there stood behind the

Declaration of Independence the Colonial Charters, the

Charters of the English Trading Companies, the Charters of

English Cities, Towns and Boroughs, while behind these

bold Magna Charta stood which Englishmen had wrested

- from King John nearly six centuries before.

The world has rarely seen a genius comparable to
Alexander Hamilton, “Everything he did became him best.”
He was an animated thesaurus of political knowledge while
he possessed a masterful acumen in finance. Without his
persistent and unremitting efforts there probably would
have been no Constitution of the United States in the
Eighteenth Century or even in the Nineteenth while a loose
and internationally impotent Confederation might still have
occupied the place of a firm and powerful Union of the
States. ' :

Properly with Hamilton should be associated the name

- of James Madison, who, however, never wholly reached
“those upper airs where Genius finds its home.” The one
was not necessarily complementary to the other, yet there
is no question but that the learning and industry of Madison
firmly buttressed the genius and imagination of Hamilton.

The outstanding figure of all time is that of George
Washington. His labors were monumental not merely
through the precarious peried that marked the War for
Independence but in the Herculean task to which with his

fellow-workers-in-the-vineyard he addressed himself in the

erection of an hitherto unknown governmental structure.

His commanding figure is virtue’s imperishable symbol; the

intangible is envisualized in the man. He illumines and

adorns life’s printed page, illustrates and explains the text,

ekes out our understanding of the theme and helps vz thus

to know what virtue means. Destroy him and there is lost
[66] ‘
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and there abides with us a deathless inspiration.

The fundamental concept of the Declaration and the
cardinal principle of Jefferson's political philosophy is that
the source of all authority reposes in the people and that the
individual iz endowed with the inalienable rights of life,
kiberty and the pursuit of happiness. By “inalienable™ is
teant something of which neither man nor his posterity
may be deprived by any powers of Government whether
attempted to be exercised through the process of Constitu-
tional Amendment or of Federal Legislation.

James Truslow Adams has declared that there is a
“yemendous reality” in Jeffersonian Democracy through
the assertion of the equality of all men, “'in opportunity and
hefore the law and in ‘rugged individualism’ which means
keeping the sphere of individual initiative as wide as pos-
sible and that of government interference, as limited as
possible.” Pitt in terms simple and beautiful has stressed
this individual self-sovereignty and homely independence
that still constitutes one of England’s proudest ghories:

“The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to all
the force of the Crown. It may be frail; ita roof may shake;
the wind may blow through it: the storms may enter, the rain
tay enter—but the King of England may not enter: all his forees
dare not cross the threshold of the tuined tonemeant”

Qur Nation’s unparalleled advance has in the greatest

‘part been due to the exercise of individual initiative in

which there is implicit the non-interference of Government

in the individual's concerns. From the purely ‘material
standpoint, through this salutary principle of Governmental

“hands off”* the American has hitherto received the highest
wages in the world, eats more meat, white bread and sugar

than does the citizen of any other Country; wears more

good clothing, drives more automobiles, uses more tele-
phones, consumes more electricity and enjoys “more con-
{671}
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venjences of other kinds many times over than does the
Briton, the German, the Frenchman or the man of any
other Couniry.”

As catalogued by an astute publicist ““the railway, the
telegraph, the telephone, the electrical machinery, in count-
less forms, all the labor-saving devices, the results of
researches in health, the increase and preservation of food-
stuffs, all these and more are owing to the intensive courage,

‘hrains and money of the individual.” None of these marks

of progress and comfort is Governmental.
In 1925 the London Spectator as a result of a careful
and elaborate survey pointed out that while the British

Empire is four times the extent of the United States and

the Self-Governing Dominions, twice the magnitude thersof
“an inferiority of resources” in the United States “had been
so treated as to produce an amazing superiority over the
British Empire {with) a higher average level of prosperity
than exists anywhere else in the world.” ‘

Indifferent to or unmindful of, the inviolahility of these
individual rights and immunities, our legislators have been
for two decades drifting away from the principles of the
Declaration and still are endeavoring—unhappily with suc-
cess—to control morals, to prescribe rules of ethical conduet,
to determine the tastes and prepossessions of the citizen, to
measure the period and extent of the education of his
children and to supervise and direct his daily labors.
Through the usurpation of powers at no time granted the
Federal Government, there has arisen a resultant political
confusion unequaled in our history.

A Revolution has started nor do we need the admis-
sion of the Counsel to the National Recovery Administra-
tion, that such is the case. Lord Bacon declared that the
complete answer to an atheist is to bid him look about and
see Nature. Equally obvicus and convincing is the political
situation in the United States where all who look may see.

[681 ‘
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of the “Brain Trust™) inform us that: “Our people on the
street and on the soil must change their attitude concerning
the nature of men and the nature of human society,” while
they discuss at great length the social classes, the “New
Deal” affects. They put forth a plea for the abszolute neces-
sity of a “regimented public opinion” a term that smacks
perilously of Hitlerism and the suppression of that free-
speech which moved Voltaire to declare that while he dis-
agreed with every word of his adversary, he would lay down
his life to permit him to say it.

Regimentation is the antithesis of individualism. It is
the negation of our political philosophy; it is the defiance of
the Declaration of Independence and all that is implicit in
that immortal document; it is the making of man for the
State instead of the State for man; it is the basis for a

" Dictatorship such as the world has never before known; it

is a refutation of cur Constitution and it scatters to the four
winds of Heaven the labors of our forebears.
" Today indusiry is placed in “economic bondage.” It

' is limited,in the amount of production with the latter divided

among the members of industry in proportion to what
Government regards as the proper quantum. Thus there is
established a quota system while the Government de-

termines the price that the manufacturer may or must

charge as well as the price that he may not charge. He is
limnited in the amount of development allocated by Govern-
ment to his factory and to add anything thereto without
Covernmental sanction, becomes a crime, All these rules,
regulations and regimented decrees, are cast into what is

known as Codes for the disobedience whereof, the mann-

facturer may be suitably punished in a Court of Law.
Actually nothing appears too trifling for Government

regimentation as witness the recent application of 2 woman

with two children, the sole support of a family, for an in-

1691
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junction enjoining the N.R.A. authorities from preventing .

her pursuing her sole means of livelihood in the making, in
her home, of artificial flowers,

A concrete case recently aroused general public resent-
ment if not alarm, in the imposition by a Justice of the
Greater Sessions of Jersey City, New Jersey, of a fine of
$100.00 and thirty days in jail upon a small local tailor who
had the temerity to charge thirty-five cents for the pressing
of a customer's garments when a code formulated by the
“Cleaners and Dyers of New Jersey” had pmvidf:d for a
minimum charge of forty cents.

Thus the Declaration of Independence, the anniversary
whereof we shall in all probability celebrate as a Nation on
the Fourth of successive fulys, degenerates into a feechble
academic pronouncement with vague historic implications,
but now consigned to the trash-basket of wom out and dis-
carded "political theories, Washington, Jefferson, Madison,
Franklin are but names upon which we may in casual
moments of leisure exercise our powers of recollection, while
individual rights and hiberties are anaemic and impotent
terms and a Representative Republic becomes merely an
archaic alliteration. ‘

In the AA.A, which affects agriculture, the farmer is
compelled as is the industrialist, to meet govermnment re-

quirements at the penalty of criminal prosecution for dis- .

obedience thereof. Thus the farmey is limited as to the num-
ber of acres he may plant and as to the bushels of grain he
may sell, while the cotton grower is subject to similar
conirol under the Bankhead Bill.

The industrialist’'s production, the farmer's planting,
the cotton grower’s output all are limited, directed and
managed by one or more of a thousand bureaucracies ex-
hausting the alphabet for their identification. Thus Govern-
ment having deprived the individual of his liberty, proceeds
to regiment his life with nice precision and to determine

[70]
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the extent as well as the direction of his pursuit of happiness.

L If the Prussian idea has gone farther than this, it can only be

i a distinction without a difference. :

The plea has been devoutly urged that at worst
it is a “benign Dictatorship.” This obviously is a contra-
diction of terms. “As well,” wrote Congressman Beck,
“refer to a chaste seduction,” or we may add to am
amiable assassination. '

The economic debacle of 1929 and of the five years
succeeding was and is not in the remotest degree attrib-
utable to or indirectly concerned with our political system
of Constitutional Democracy. On the conirary it repre-
sented the hysteria of speculation which in its psychological
operation was not dissimilar to the phenomenon of the tulip
craze in Holland. :

England beset by the same economic disasters of a
depression that has racked the world, has nevertheless re-
mained the beneficent Mother of Parliaments, the secure
home of free speech, the impregnable sanctuary of personal
liberty. Employing no nostrums for her own rehabilitation,
she has countenanced no mountebanks, has given over
nothing to idealistic vagaries and has finally prospered
without the employment of a single empirical device in the
form of “New Deals,” “planned economies,” “‘regimented
opinion” or alphabetical artifices. : '

Her Chancellor of the Exchequer was enabled to
announce to Parliament that for the operations of 1933 and
1934 there had been revealed a surplus of thirty-nine
million pounds or approxzimately two hundred and thirty
million dollars; that there would be a cut in the income tax
of ten per cent, in the gasoline tax of twenty-five per cent,
with the return of the reduced compensation of civil serv-
ants of one-half of the subtractions which government
employees had suffered at the time of the national crisis
and that there would follow complete restoration of unem-
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ployment relief. She has regained her position as the
largest exporting country in the world, “Sir,” said the
Chancellor, “the atmosphere is distinctly brighter, anticipa-
tions of a substantial surplus in national accounts have
been realized.” |

Back then to first principles: In this we will frequently
be assailed with the contemptuous appellation of ‘“Tories”
or "‘visionless reactionaries.” Nothing however is quite so
reactionary as the multiplication table, yet it would be
difficult to provide a new and untried method of computa-
tion more effective, No more complete reactionaries are to
be found than in the followers of the Nazarene. No law-
giver has arisen nor has any ethical code heen formulated
comparable to Moses and the Decalogue. Let us be cantious
and not confuse motion with progress, nor convictions with
convulsions. In fine, let us not lightly exchange old lamps
for new.

[72]
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A POEM
Wiitten for the November meefing, 1934,
By LLOYD HORD, Fereditary Member,
The National Society Megna Charta Dames.

THE MAGNA CHARTA OAK

At Runnymede a great osk stands,
The Barons in its shelter tarry, .
Sedate it smiles, and with guarled hands
Blcssea the covenant they carry.’

The oak tree quivering, blessed this decd,
Mankind and pature both united

In praise of thosze at Runnymede
Who saw the torch of freedom Lighted.

+

The aak has hesr a trysting place

And freedom's wign the whols world over.
Bancath it one of Jewlsh race

Made covenant with groat Jehevah®

That spirit born at Runnymede

Crosed trackless seas and did not falter.
It rose to Hartford's mighty need

‘And freed it from a monarch's halter.

The osk herc played a different part
From all the former roles amigned it.

It hid a Charter in its heart .
And King's men tried in vain to find "

Triumphant, held by Other Hands,

Thovgh men and nations pass unknowing,
Freedom, in Magna Charta, stands

Like a great osk tree, ever growing.

I14he wvenerable pak on the feld =t Roonymeds,
- Jone 12-35, 1215,

87%e Bock of Jogimma, 24th chepten, ZFoth verse
2 The Charter Onle at Hartford, Conn., Oetober, 1687.

[73]
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) A free trapslation from the Latin, of the apen
!ing and cloging semtences of the Great Charter
of Eing John, together with §ts two moat cele-
Brated sections, sach Iatter being 1 facsimile of
the ariginal

A FACSIMILE OF MAGNA CHARTA, 22 x 30 inches,
bardered with 30 flluminated costy of artum, and the seala of
the King’s Securities, in colur, suitable for framing, and a
full copy of the ENGLISH TRANSLATION may be obrained by

addressing the Secretary.
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3n Lobing Remembranee

Mizs HARRTET ISABEL LOW ANABLE...r.erarssissaccansinas October 24,
Mes, Czapiks Fraxers Beese (Emmg Bowps)}..roorrociaoss June 22,
Mrs, Wirnax Hgwry Byivreax (Mary Payten Sibley)....Mareh 2,
Miss Fastzrre Griog CORMSEAW, . .voiunnarrrnrmnr- -..Merch 8,
Mrs. Kortmr FRAwE Davrvow (Croline Spartow)..sv.--.....May 27,
Mes, Cyres Arpay Dorrm (Elise Cardimelbl. - voeviccina--- April 25,
Mg, Fumty W, Dracrerr, Jr (Buth Jenidns Fersis).....-- May 29,
Mzs, Winziam Pryor Fazney (Marparet Maymard)........-. May 1%,
Mas, Warrer Jaczsonw Fappmaw (Corinte Feem).-...-.. Qetober 27,
Mzs, Jomw Griserr, (Flzabeth Bancker Wood)iw.cooooo.n .. June 34,
Maus, Teomaz Ropenra Hapeee (Lilion Du Puy Van Lalin}. . June 12,

My, Losmarng FapoUmap Jowss (Matilda Fontaine RBerkley),
. December 18,

Mpya, Frepericz Wirniam Eewnercr (Blizabeth Pendleton Slatiery),

. " Fehraary 23,

Mzg, FeepgRic ELnswoxTE ETr {Charlatte Bishop Williams),
Fubruary 16,
Mzg James Larcs (Ethel Nelson Page).....oe.s erasas March 23,
Mrog JUILTA TATHROP.weuse:iansansnass eeererenterinons April 15,
MLSE AMY LOWELLuueanetiannsmsrsirassranrenspninaic ais May 1%,
Mrs, CBARnEs Cutrtormer Miveen (Emily Masan Tryon). . March 26,
Mne, TEouas LyNce MowtGoueRy {Susan Douglass Eeim),.Jume 20,
Myz Hewsy Dves Moore (Mary Jodes Smith)...can-e. Decamber 12,
Mrs. Seewesr K. Murrozn, Jr, (Fayelle Dodge)....+.. .- Jannary 16,
Misz Mooy Hasers Praveod......... isamriEssmrToman- Febroary 7,
Mzs. Jorx Hzwr? Rotz (Louisz Chapmian)e.ciicesiivaneras June 11,
Mzs., Hagptson SMITE {(Jeegueline Harmison) . ..oasaesccAngest 12,
Mrzz HEMY VANUXEM SPARFAWR.---c---tietaotannnar September 26,
Mes. Lowis A. Tareavp (Gartrude Lee MeCardy)..... November 24,

Myz Srras ExrsworrE Warzse (Cinderella Jape Dalrymple),
’ Neovember 18,

. Mra Crarewer Liwconw Westoorr (Maris Dunbar Leclrwood),
. Anguat 34,
Mze. Dhayip T, Wirriasme (Julia Willets)......... v e-s caOntober 25,
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY
MAGNA CHARTA DAMES
A SOCIAL ORDER,
Ingtitated March 1, 1909

Members residing in 47 States and Forafgn Comntries
{There are no State Sociebesy

Honorary Preaident
Maz. James L2e Grrrocry (Lydis Lingeta ch:stcr)
ifornig
A.ctlns President
Mz, Jomw S, Wwsrs (Dovothy Barrett Williams)
enn<ylvania
Vice-President

Mwe Jomx Quiwcy Anams (Jean Cabot Emeron)
Maaszchusetta

Viee-President
M=m3. Gromee Darias Drxow (Mary Ouniney Allen)
FPennaylvania
Viee-President
Mzs, JoserE Mickie Fox (Jean Beverley Chicheater)
Peanaybrania
Vice Presiden:

Mrizs Eounice LATHROPE
Mazzschugetis

Vica-President

Myg Jamzs Stane {Sarah Logan Wister)
Pennsylvanis
Vice-President

Mzs. JoER WinTaeor (Franees Trombuil)
Connecticut

Herald
Mas, Juitizw OTiz (Alice Fugénie du Pont)
DPelaware

Seeretary
Mraz Marcarer Cueris Meparor

For conveniance ndly sddress
sll correspondence to the Scoiety’s
Poast Office Box, No. 4223, Fhilgdelphia, Pa

[76]

#0137 Po013/022




10/30/2011

14:58 16105810532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

REGENT GENERAL
MI2E BLIZABETH FISHER WASHINGTON
Penpsylvania
REGENTS
Mra. James Piythe Andersen (Alies Shmma), Hentucky-
Mrs, Peter Amrington (Fatherine Clack Pendletond, Forth Caroline.
My, Bdwin LeRoy Bowen (Ellon Brooke Culver), California
Mra Tobn ‘Thompson Derrance (Ethel Mallinclrodt), Pannrylvania.
Mt Alan Edward Sttt Dougles (Sallie Wood Hpme), Honshtha,
Mrs, Almvis Felix duPont {Mary Richerd Chichester), ' Dhalaware.
Mra, Witliam Owen Goodman (Erma Malvina Sawyer), Chicago.
Mirs, William Satterthwzite Hallowell (Auns Jenkins Ferriz), Fermantown.
Mrs, Theodore Jeaze Hoover (Mildred Brocke), California
Mrs, Williams Macpherson Hornor (Julia Crawford), Bryn Mawr,
Mrs, George Harricon Honmsten (Mary Smart Hoge), Philadelphia
Mrs, Edward Bentley Huling (Sarah Jniia Hawlks), New York
Mra. Daniel Eent (Hattie May Leland), . Massachusebtn.
Mrs, Michel Moracin LeBrun (Maris Olivia Stecle), New Jeracr.
Miss Lueretiz Christopherz Lenniz, . Philadelphia.
Mes, Cilbert Anderson MacKenzie (Laella Wood), Towa.
Mee, Charles Batchelor Molesn (Clara Clcmenﬁ.m: Chamberiainy, Pittsbursh.
Mist Susan Billings Meech, Plorida.
Mze, Edward Stephen Modlton (Elizabeth Fdge Armington}, E‘hodc Island.
Mrs, ¢ Edward Murray (Jennie Scudderd), | New Jerzey.
s, Alton Brocks Parker (Amelis Day Campbelf), ' Mew York.
Mrs, Oscar Hecbert Rixford (Eliggbeth May Leach), * Varmont,
Mzs, Alphs Bugene Rockey (Fhila Jne Wataon), . Oregod.
Mrs. Jossph Carl von Schwinbeck (Elizabsth West}, Misaouri.
M, Finlev Johmsott Shepard (Helen Mitler Gould), Mew Vark
Mra Norman Frederick Thempson, (Adahne Eliza Emerson), Connecticit
Miss Alice Elizabeth Trabue, : Loutaviile.
The Princess Plerre Troubetrkny (Amélie Lottise Rives), . Vieginia,
Miss Florence Ven Rensselwer, New York
Mys. John Robiusen Webster (Gertrnde Margeret Pottar), Wehraska,
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MERTINGS HELD DURING THE PRESIDENCY
OF MRE. JAMES LARGE

June 10, 1929, Guetts of Mrs. James Large st The Ritz-Carlton, Philadelphiy,
Address by Jobn 5. Worts, LL.E., “A Pricsless Heritage.”
November 21, 1929, at The Copley.-FPlaza, Boaten, Addresses by Mrs. Dagist

Eent and Mrx, William 5, Hallowell, “Mapha Chartx Ideals.”

Mareh i, 1930, at The Draie, Chicago. Addresy by Misx Isabel Wurts Pnge,

S TWen:y—:EIst Aumversary ”

Jope 12, 1930, Guests of Mia Julien Ortiz at “Valmy,” Greoenville, Del-
aware. Address by Johon S Wurts, LL.B.,, “The Field of
Runnymede

Kovember 5, 1930, at The Willard, Washington, Addresses by Dy, Marcns
Benjamin and Dr. Joseph G. B. Bulloch, “Magna Charta snd the
Ladiesr

March 17, 1931, at The Vanderhilt, New York Addres: by Mrs, Finley J.

‘ Shepard, “The Trend of the Times—A Fla for the Christian
Faith,”

Jone 11, 1931, Guests of Mra James Large at Strowberry Mansion, Phila.
delphia. Address by Miss Sarah D. Lowrie, “A New Era of
Hoapitality

Novewber 12, 1931, at The PBarclay, Philedelphia. Addrets by Dz, G
Campbell Morgan, “Twe Prineiples of Mapna Charta.™

Tone 11, 1932, Guests of Mra. Finley J. Shepard at “Lymdhorat,” Irvington-
on-Hudson, who alas made the address.

November 18, 1933, #t Greep Hill Farms, Owerbrook. Addresses by Anne
Lane Lingethach, PhD., ““The Megne Charta znd William Penn®';
Rev. I Wilmot Gateson, M.A., “The Pen and the Sword.”

June 12, 1933, Guests of Mra, Jomes Stwrr st Fort Hunter on the Susque-
hanna. Address by Mrs, Edward B. Meigs, “Fort Honter.”
November 14, 1933, at ‘The Barclay, Fhiladelphia Address by Frances Lester

Wartier, *A Foot-Note to Magra Charta”

Fune 12, 1934, Goests of Mrs, John T. Dormanes at “Weoderest,” Radnor.
Address by Dr. Lescester Crosby Lewis, “The Ordered Liberty of
Mapgna Charts ™ )

Novermber 20, 1934, at Sherry's, New York, Addresses by Major Moot
gomery Schnyler, “Harly Settlements in Ameriea™; Major John V.
Botvier, “Cmr Political Recession™; Dr, Willlam Sohier Brysnt,
#Allegiagee.”

Jore 18, 1935, Guests of Mrs, George Harrison Houston at the Huntingdon
Valley Commgy Club. Address by the Hon, Gilbert Holland
Montague.
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The National Society
Magna Charta Dames

was instituted at the Capitol of the
United States, in the City of Washing-
ton, on March fst, 1909. It iz a gocial
Order, directed by a Council and com-
posed of women who are linéal de-
scendants of one or more of the Barons
of England who in or before the year
1215 rendered actual service toward
securing, and who, after tnany defeats,
finally did secure the articles of consti-
tutional Tiberty, properly called the
Mazna Charta, from their sovereign,
John, King of England, which he rati-
fed and delivered to them “in the
meadow which iz called Runnpemede
batween Windeor and Staines.”” on the
Thames, above London, on the 15th
day of June, A. D, 1215.
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