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The Council of the Mational Society Masgma Chartz Dames |

November [, 1938, anneuneces the election of . -

Sarah Logan Wister Starr, LL. D.

'{Mra. James Stary)

as President of thé Socisty

Mzs, Starr haxz been a member of the P@nnaylvania Rociety of Colenial Dames
since 1901 and served as its President from 1915 to 1924, She is also a Vice President
of the Sovereign Colonial Secisty Americans of Reyal Descent.

When the decision was reached to celcbrate in Philadelphia the Sesqui-Centennial

" of the founding of the natian, Mrs., Starr conceived and carried cut the idea of repro-
ducing 3ulzrave Manor, the birthplace of George Washington's ancesters, az a patriotic
and educational exhibit.

A group erigivally formed for the relief of sufferers from the Johnstewn Heod
was rcorganized by Mrx Starr, the resnlt being The Women's Permanent Emergency
Association of Germantown, of which she beeame the President, and thiz organization
has through the yeara continususly shewn itself ready to cortribute its utmost resources
in response to emergency demanda.

During the World War she organized in Germantown, and directed as President,
the National League for Women's Service, which conducted 2 demonstration center for
the help of women in their homes in the practical problems of food conservation. She
also accepted the Chairmanship of the Third Federal District of the Third Libesty Loan,
ond the signal smccess which attended that mevement in this Joeality was attribatable
in 2 marked degrec to heor tireless activities and leadership.

In 1919 she accepred memhership on the Board of Corporaters of the Woman's
Medical Coflege of Pennsylvania, the aldest school in the world organized for the educa-
tion of women In medicine, and in the following year she became its President, which
office she held from 1920 to 1935, when she became Chairman of the Beard, which
office she atil]l holds.. Under her leadership the program for a greater Waman's Medieal
College was instituted and aceomplished, resulting in the removal of the institution frem
it§ narrow accommedations and environment to a tasre suitable location with a rmodemn
college and hospital building, designed and equipped to mest the needs of many vears
to come. ‘

In 1937 Mra. Starr was oppointed a member of the Commission of the State of
Pennsylvania ta commemomte the 5300th Amniversary of the landing of the Swedes, -
and she accompanied the official pariy to Sweden. She was co-Chairman of the Women's
Committee in charge of the Swedish activities held in Pennsylvania in 1938,

Mra. Starr has always taken an active part in cvents connected with Germantown
and is at the present time occupied with the preservation of "Grumblethorpe,” the Estote
of John Wister who came to this country in 1728, :

In 1931 Ursinus College conferved upon Mrs Starr the degree of Dector of Laws
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The National Society
Magna Charta Dames

lostituted at the Capite] of the United States, in
the City of Washington, on Mareh Taz, 1909, As
hereditary Order it is directed by a Council and com-
posed of women who ara lineal descendants of one
or more of the Bavons of England who in or before
the year 1215 rendered nctual service toward secur-
ng, and who, after many defeats, finally did secute
the articles of constiiutional liberty, propetly called
the Magna Charta, from their sovereign, John, King
of England, which he ratified and delivered to them
“in the meadow which is called Runnemeds betwaen
Windsor and Staines,” on the Thames, above Lon-

don, on the 15th day of June, A. D, 1215,

THE DAYS WE CELEBRATE:

Founders’ Day, March Ist.
Magna Charta Day, June 12th,
The Barons’ Day, November 5th.

Printed in the U. 5. A.

Additional Copies may be obtxined
Ly addressing the Secretary at P, O. Bex No. 4222,
Philadelphia, Pa. ’

January 1939
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Invocation
November 10, 1936
: - offered hy
The Rev. Dr. George Paull T. Sargent
?ﬁﬁ ETERNAL GOD through whose mighty power our
fl, if\"’“ W forefathers won their liberties, grant that we, their
e children, and all the people of this land, in the spirit

of the Barons of Runnymede, may have grace to maintain
and ever preserve this heritage in its integrity.

‘ Crant to us a deepening sense of gratitude for Thy
goodness and for the blessings which we enjoy, beyond
those of any other nation.

Help us to be loyal and true to Thee, our God; true fo
~our Nation and the Christian ideals upon which it was. ..
founded, that through us it may be a beacon light and lead
the world into the paths of goodness and truth, liberty and
democracy, righteousness and peace, for thus alone may
we be true to ourselves. ' :

‘Al of which we ask in the Name of and for the sake of
Him who taught us when we come together to say,

Qur Father which art in heaven, Hallowed he Thy
Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive
Us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever, Amen,

[4]




10/30/2011

13:02 16105310532

- Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

The Reverand George Paull Torrence Sargent, D. D,
rector since {933 of 5t Bartholomew's Church in New
York City, was born in Cincinneti, Ohio, Maxreh 12, 1881,

He received the degree of A. B. at Yale University
in 1905, and the degree of D. D). from Berkeley Divinity
School, New Haven, Copnccticut, in 19352, was ordained
te the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1908,

During the World Waz he was chaplain, of the Naval

" Camp Logan, Creat Lokes Training Dimrict. He has been

many times delegate to the Ceneral Convantions, and iz a
member of the Huguenot Society, the Society of Colonial
Wars, and the MNew Jersey Saciety Sons of the American
Revolution. : '
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Clarence Blair Mitchell, A.B. Princeton "89; LL.B. Columbia "92
Member of the Law Firm of Choats, Laroeque and
Mitchell,. Member of the Century, Union and other clubs
and of the New York Society Sons of the Revolution.

The Influence of Magna Charta -
| in Our Times
an Addresa by

" Clarence Blair Mitchell

delivered before
The National Seciety Magna Charta Dames

Meeting at “The Plaza", New York City -
MNovember 10, 1936

Madam President, Magna Charta Dames,
and Fellow Guests:

®F King John had had to face the Dames of Magna
Charta instead of the Barons, ! am sure he would
have surrendered at discretion, and | venture to
say that when those Barons left their homes to
meet him, their Dames gave them some sound advice.
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Now that a strenuous political campaign has come to
an end, to the satisfaction of a majority of our citizens and
the disappointment of a minority at least as infelligent, |
think we can, without fear of being accused of electioneering,-
consider some of those jssues which are ever present under
all forms of government, and which have assumed special
importance in our own times. ‘

To a thoughtless onlocker, it might seem strange that
we should have come here today to honor a document drawn
in a foreign land over seven hundred years ago, but those of
us who are even slightly acquainted with history know
that the spirit which prompted and spoke through that great
document is as vital and as necessary to human welfare to-
day as it was then.

- Jome years since, | had a place in England not far
from Runnymede, and I never passed that historic spot with-
out a thrill. I could fancy that | saw drawn up on the
pleasant little meadow, and facing King John, the group of
Barons who there made history as imperishable as any due
to the world's greatest battles. Although they were dressed
in the trappings of the period, and although they. litile
dreamed of gunpowder, steam, electricity and the conquest
of the air, the hearts that beat under medieval armor sought
the same ends and demanded the same assurances as those
which are sought and demanded by us who are gathered
here today. Hatred of tyranny is the same at all times and
under all ¢itcumstances. Despotism may, indeed, take more
subtle forms in our time than in the days of unrestricted
royal power, but in its essence, the fight between freedom

‘and arbitrary government is ever the same. [t makes little

difference to a man in jail whether the warrant for his arrest
is stamped with a crown or with a blue eagle. It makes
little difference to a citizen whether he is unjustly taxed by a
king or by a democracy. |

It is interesting to remember that it was no mob that

[71
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faced King John, but rather a group of the wealthiest and
ablest men of their time, who pledged themselves to pass on

to others the benefits which they themselves demanded from

‘the Crown. The battle for true freedom has aIWaYS been
led by a thinking minority, Every one is eager for more
liberty, but it seems that at times we are in danger of con-
fusing the material benefits enjoyed in its name with that
true freedom which demands from those seeking it, obliga-
tions as well as benefits, sacrifices as well as enjoyments.

Although the rights secured at Runnymede were later
on largely disregarded by King John and his successors, the
gesture there made, constituted a living mark in the history of
the world—a gesture which has ever since disturbed the
dreams of tyrants and shone like a beacon to the oppressed.
Little by little the aspirations voiced in Magna Charta found
their way into the common law of England, and little by
little the Tudors, the Stuarts and the Hanoverians ‘each in
their own day and in their own way, had to yield to these
aspirations. It was not the burnings and pillagings by
London mobs that brought about this change, but the leader-
ship of educated men in each generation; coming down to
Pitt and Fozx, and the great Whigs of the Eighteenth Century
who, during the American Revolution, recognized that the
colonists were fighting the same battle in the field which
they themselves were wagirig in Parliament.

It has been well said that the Declaration of Independ-
ence was the soul of the Constitution, and that the latter in-
corporated in practical form the aspirations which inspired
the Declaration. It is equally true that the men who signed
the Declaration and who drafted the Constitution had ever

- in mind those rights which had their origin in Magna Charta,

go that between Magna Charta and our Constitution there
runs an unbroken and vital thread, by which the latter claims
legitimate descent from the former. The men who drew
the Constitution were for the most part well versed in hig-

[&]
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tory and well acquainted with the long struggle carried on
in England to secure the freedom of the Courts and to
curb a corrupt and powerful bureancracy. No sooner had
they adopted the seven original articles, which provided for
the political framework of our government, than they
hastened to add the first ten amendments, which incorporated
in our fundamental law those imperishable safeguards of
personal liberty, constituting what is generally known as
the Bill of Rights, which in spirit, if not in form, race their
ancestry directly to that famous clause in Magna Charta
reading as follows:

No freeman shall ha arvested, ar detained in prison, or deprived of his
freehold, or banished, or in any way molested; and we will not set forth
against him, not send ngainst him, upless by the lawful judgment of hia
peets and by the law of the land,

The guaranty of freedom in religion, speech and the
press, the right to bear arms, the right to trial by jury, and
“the prohibitions against double jeopardy, unreasonable
" search, excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishments,
are but practical applications of the broad principles found
in Magna Charta.

The safecuards of freedom, however, are not self-en-
forcing. They are forever under attack. Just as King John
and his successors sought on various pretexts of national
necessity, temporary emergency, or foreign wars, to gradu-
ally undermine the provisions of Magna Charta, so in our-
day we are from time to time called upon to face similar at-
tempts against our liberties. What would the men who
drew the Constitution have thought if in their day a little
tailor had been imprisoned for the crime of charging forty
instead of fifty cents for pressing a suit of clothes, or if a
small manufacturer had languished eighteen days in jail until
his bail was furnished by a stranger, because he could
only afford to pay, and his few hands were quite willing to
accept, wages at the rate of forty cents instead of fifiy cents

(2]
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~an hour? And what would the men who resisted the Stamp

Act have thought of a government stamp on every bag of

potatoes?  Yet these instances, and many similar ones,
‘actually oceurred in our own country only a short time ago

under a new theory of government which boasted that it
was restoring to the humble citizen rights of which some ill-

- defined and nebulous plutoeracy had robbed him; and where

one man actually felt the heavy hand of an irresponsible
bureaucracy, hundreds of others dreaded lest it fall on them,

Now what are some of the forms which modern assaults
on our liberties have taken?

In the first place, there are the open attacks on the
Constitution led in large part by men, many of them aliens,
who secretly or openly have little love for our form of
government, They tell us thai the Constitution is out of

- date, that the men who made it were ignorant of modern con-"

ditions, and assume that any present day group of political
leaders can produce a better one. There are some things,
thank God, which never grow old. Truth, honer, courage
and the love of liberty are the same at all times and in all
places. Conditions change, but principles do not. Oppres-
sion and arbitrary power are as hateful under one form of
government as under another. It makes little difference to
a man who is unjustly imprisoned, or whose property is
taken away, whether he lives under an autocracy, a mon-
archy or a republic. One would think, to hear these critics,
that the makers of the Constitution had evolved it ready
made from their own inner consciousness, but nothing could
be further from the fact. The framers knew their history and
had been taught by hard experience. The Constitution em-
bodied to a large extent those principles for which English

- Whigs had long been contending. It was not by accident

that the political party founded by Washington and his

friends was called “Whig”. It stood for Lberty without
license, for freedom without demagogy. It is a truism that

[10]
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history repeats itself, but is it not a strange spectacle to find
our so-called liberals of today advocating methods of govern-

ment which our forefathers discarded as reactionary one

hundred and fifty years ago? . _

In line with the attacks on the Constitution are the
criticisms of the Supreme Court. It is accused of arrogating
to itself autocratic powers by claiming the right to interpret
the Constitution, It is true that the Constitution does not
in terms provide that the Court may interpret it, but as that
great jurist, John Marshall, pointed out, such power was im-
plicit in the instrument itself, and a necessary function of the
judiciary if, with Congress and the executive, it was to form
an equal and coordinate branch of the government. In all
civilized countries the interpretation of a written insbrument
hag been regarded a question of law for Courts to decide,
Long before the Revolution, our Colonial Courts interpreted
Crown charters and local laws. A court is not concerned
with the wisdom of law, but only with the meaning and effect

‘to be given to written words. Of what avail would be the
'Constitutional limitations on the powers of Congress and the

President if these hranches of our government could inter-

pret the Constitution to suit themselves? To allow them this -

power would be as unreasonable as to petmit a player to
change the rules of the game. The Supreme Court stands

not only to protect the humblest citizen from arbitrary acts -

of Congress or the executive, but to protect the executive
and Congress from encroachments by each other.

Perhaps the most specious attack on the Supreme Court
is the suggestion that aine old men should not be allowed to
thwart the will of the people. But the real will of the people
is found in their fundamental law, which is the Constitution,

and which they can change by the methods provided therein,

which insure discussion and deliberation. - The voice of Con-
sress ig not necessarily the voice of the people. It is too

* often the voice of a temporary and partisan majority, or stiil

f1t]
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worse, the echo of a powerful and well organized minority.
Does anyone believe that all but fifiy-nine members of the
House of Representatives really thought that the recent
bonus legislation was in the best interests of the country as
a whole?

Another tendency of the times hostile to liberty is the
undermining of local self-government. To the framers of
the Constitution the doctrine of States rights was no mere
academic formula. As practical men, they knew that a
citizen can best protect his freedom in his own environment
rather than by appeal to a central authority, often hundreds
and sometimes thousands of miles distant. They had them-
selves suffered from the expense and difficulty of applying to
England for relief from legislation of a charaeter which
never would have met the approval of a New England town
meeting or a Colonial Assembly., They looked to the
separate States, differing so widely in climate, population and
character of industry, to protect their citizens from the
powers which a centralized government ever increasingly
draws to itself, and they realized the difficulty of framing
Federal legislation for local interests which would operate
fairly under such diverse conditions.

Perhaps more insidious than any direct attack on the
Constitution is the increasing delegation by Congress of
law-making powers to some commission or governmental
department. In the attempt to reach and control business
and personal activities previously exempt from Federal inter-
ference, Congress finds it impossible to pass general laws
which will meet the problems which necessarily arise in that
attempt. It therefore passes an act in broad terms, but pro-
vides that the Secretary of the Treasury, of Cc:mmerce, of
Lahor, or some one of the many Commissions it has created,
may issue regulations to carry out the act, The employees of
some Washington bureau then proceed to draft such regu-
lations as they see fit, which, until disapproved by the

[12]
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Courts, as they sometimes are, have all the force of law.

They frequently place their own interpretation on the general
law, and sometimes add to it. This results in a citizen being
forced to the alternative of accepting the say-so of some
bureaucrat or of going to the expense and trouble of fighting
his government,

Stll another danger to personal lLiberty is found in
Congressional investigations. '

No tore disgraceful scenes have occurred under a
supposedly free government than the manner in which some
of these investigations have been conducted in recent times
for partisan or punitive purposes. No one can object to in-
vestigations which are lirnited to the acquisition of informa-
tion necessary to assist Congress in shaping legislation, hut
time and time again reputable citizens have been hailed be-
fore a partisan committee in Washington, denied representa-
tion of counsel, and put through inquisitorial examinations
as to their private and business affairs by unfairly worded

" questions, for seemingly no other purpose than to discredit

them in the eyes of their fellow-citizens and to secure news-
paper publicity for the investigating committee. We all
have in mind a notorious example of this abuse, where a lead-
ing citizen of this city, who, as the committee well knew from
documentary evidence in. their possession, had paid every
cent of his just taxes, was held out to the country in the
light of a tax-dodger and even allowed to be insulted in the
presence of the committee by a piece of cheap buffoonery
snitable only to a circus side show. s it any less obnoxious
to the spirit of Magna Charta to rob a man of his character
and reputation than to deprive him of his property? In fact,
his reputation and his financial solvency often go hand in

hand. The unlawful seizure of private telegrams hy a.

government commission has recently been scored by a

Federal Court.

Now all of these examples of presenf day tendencies, if
1131 |
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of our citizenry by tempting them to exchange the time-
tested safeguards of personal liberty for the promise of mate-
rial benefits. In the long run, this road leads to Fascism or
Communism. True freedom, like everything else of value,
has its price. The Barons at Runnymede, the signers of
the Declaration, and the drafters of the Constitution, were
not asking something for nothing. They were not seeking
to be supported by government. As that great Democrat,
* Grover Cleveland, said—"It is the business of the people
to support the government, and not of the government to

dentally, was the richest man in the colonies—and many
other Colonials, willingly risked their lives and. fortunes to

men. In all history it has been a favorite device of fyranny

on them at the expense of their self-respect—and self-respect
is the very basis of true freedom. There is little difference
in principle between a Roman Emperor throwing gold to a

public monies to special groups politically powerful.
We are living in changing and ‘uncertain times, and it
is to an organization such as yours, and to the individuals
* who compose it—in whose veins runs the blood of genera-
tions of freemen—that the call comes with peculiar insistence

quenched and that the spirit of true Lberty does not perish
from our land.

[151]

support the people.” Such men as Washington—who, inci- .

secure for themselves and their posterity the rights of free

to purchase the support of the masses by bestowing benefits

greedy populace and an ezecutive or Congress distributing

to see that the flame of freedom lit at Runnymede is not
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SOMERSET HALL

The Home of the Magna Charta
Library

Easton Road and Wesley Avenue

Clenside, Pennsylvania

he spumerated as follows:

(1} Family documents: Bibles, marriage certificates, ctc, alsp imscriptions on
monnments, as tomb-stanes, tablets, memorial windews, fountaina, and the like.

(2) Public offica manaseripts: Chureh or court records, i town, county, and nation,

" {3) Manunseripts of reliobie historiaps: Those having a reputation for acenracy as a

resalt of their painstaking perseverance.

(4) Standard refevence works: Histories, visitations, peerages and the liks.

(5) Heraldry: By which substantizl clues are frequently furnished.

e

Mis. William Satterthwaite Hallowell, née
Anna Jenkins Ferris, a former Regent, now a
Viee President of the Society and Chairman of
the Library Committee; member of the Penn-
sylvania Seeciety of Colonial Dames, the Order
of Colonial Ciovernors, the Colonial Order of

" the Crown, the Society of Descendants of
Knights of the Garter, Americans of Royal
Descent, the Order of Washington, and Pre-
siding Regent of the Plantagenat Society.

i
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@_.B-m:hrach
FRANCES LESTER WARNER HERSEY, Lite D,

Formerly Agsistant Professor of English at Mount Holyoks and later at Wallesley
College, Mrs. Hersey was a member of the editorial staff of the Atlamtic Monthly Maga-
zine until hor marrisge fn 1922, Her boslk, “Pilgrim Trafla: A Plymeuth-to-Provincetown
Sketehboolk,™ was a contribution of the Adantic Manthly Press to the tercentenary cele-
braticn of the founding of Plymouth Colony.

Since that time, her writings have been shout equally divided batwesn hiatarieal
sketches concerned with places awnd personalities of New England, and informal emays
dealing with matters of heussheld strategy and counter-strategy. Her boolks, published
by Houghton Mifflin, include such titles s “Emdicott and I Conduct An Orehestra’™, *The
Unintentional Charm of Men", "Surprising the Family™, “Groups and Couples”, and
. (with her sister Gertynde Warner) “Pleasares and Palaces™ and “Life's Mmor Cellisions.™

Her most recent book, “On a New England Campus,” was written under the
auspices of the Alnmnae Assoeiation of Mount Holyoke College =x part of the ohxervance
of Moumt Holyeke's handredth anniversary.
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CONSTITUTION YEAR

Many other zecieties az well aze celebrating the complation, in Philadelphm, on
Septewber 17, 1787, of the drafting of the Constitution. At this mecting, i the absence
in California of Mra. D. Jarsen Haines, Presideat, the Vice-Presideot of The Colonial Dames
of America, Chapter I, Miss Emily Barelay, and Mrs. Stacy B. Lloyd, President of the
Penneyivania Society of Colonial Dames, made brief addresses, desevibing what their
SoeieHes were doing to celebrate thiz ammiversary, and Col. Samuel Price Wetherill, Jr.,
delivered hLis address entitlad “Magna Charta and the ConstHtution.™

Magna Charta in the Home

an Addreas by

Frances Lester Warner
delivered before
The Naiional Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at The Barclay |
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia
June 15, 1937

Madam President, Members of the National Society
Magng Charta Dames, and Guests: '

N this pleasant luncheon occasion ! have chosen
i Magna Charta in the Home as my topic for two
| reasons. In the first place, the original meeting of
the ancestors of this society at Runnymede was
quite a family gathering. Many of those barons were inter-
related by marriages among the various branches of their
families, Individually and in groups they had reasoned with
King John before. One of the earlier commentators has given
us a picturesque glimpse of King John's behavior on those
occasions when his “dear cousing” came to protest against

his high-handed tnethods in government.

Ha received them with a blithe countensnce and thereby
palliated the inward venom; and, swearns by God's fest, he 2ssured
them that he had no ill purpose, and bantered and lavghed them aut
of thelr story. :

(12]
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It was not by any means a band of strangers who at last
came together in full force to confront their king.

In the second place, the membership of this Society must
necessarily represent a collection of homes with workable
family traditions, or your lines would have run out long
ago., lf by some magic every member of your organization,

‘both present and absent, could flash upon these walls forus a
- picture of some favorite home-scene, either remembered in

the family or in actual existence now—(perbaps a group on
the turn of a path to the house, or a loved figure in a door-
way, or a group in a garden, or somebody talking to some-
body else before a fireplace, or some well-remembered dinner-
table with favorite persons and personages around it)—and
if all these pictures could appear in full color all around us
for our mspection, the effect would be like that of the
moment in the Planetarium when all the stars come out and
the audience quite involuntarily under its breath says, “Oh!"
For all these reasons I am going to give some stories
from home life that illustrate four central points of Magna
Charta—not so much instructively as reminiscently, in the
hope that the points will bring to your minds certain pleasant
memories of your own. :

L

Throughout Magna Charta there is one term that con-
stantly recurs: the law of the land. This-or-that must be
done in accordance with the law of the land; or sc-and-z0
must never be done except by the law of the land. Every.
family has its unwritten laws. If you look back upon your
own, you may think your family lived as informally az a
party of squirrels in a tree, with no particular code of family
legislation. But let somebody in the most casual of homes
marry into a line that represents utterly different traditions
—and instantly the unwritten laws of the family become

evident. There have been things from time immemorial that

[20]
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have been done, or have not bCEJ.'.I.‘ done, under that roof.
Families vary immensely in the definiteness with which
such Laws of the Land are recognized and .enforced.

In the recent autobiography of the artist, Elizabeth-

Finley Thomas, an account is given of certain very definite
household laws, each law with teeth in it,—suitable penalties
asttached. Elizabeth Thomas at the age of seventy, looking
back over a long life of showing her pictures in the galleries

of the world, is still able to remember the picture of one

morning when she broke one of her mother's most unbreak-
able laws. .

" Ghe tells ns that when she was five years old she was
allowed to go out into the front garden of her New Haven
Lome as far as the gate, but never an inch beyond. She knew
exactly what would happen if she broke that rule. But one
day when she was out in the yard alone, a hand-organ began
to play on the street around the corner. She did not want
to see the hand-organ itself sufficiently to risk the penalty of
leaving home; but if there was a monkey with the organ
grinder, it was going to be richly worth her while. How
could she know whether there was a monkey unless she
went to sce? At this moment, down the street under the
New Haven elms came the tall figure of President Woolsey
of Yale. The President was dressed in the frock-coat and
tall silk hat appropriate to a man of circumstance in that
day. As he came by the gate, Little Flizabeth called to him,
“Oh, President Woolsey! When you get to the corner, if
there is a monkey with that hand-organ, will you please
turn around three times?” |

President Woolsey, fond of children and not knowing
why she wanted to find out, made an inspection as requested
at the corner. Whereupon the ladies of polite New Haven,
peering out through their lace curtains to watch the great

man go by, were electrified to see him pick up his ccat-

f211]
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tails in both hands and pirouette three times to the music
of the organ grinder, Lefore he proceeded on his way.

iL

Another important point in Magna Charta is the castle
concept: no freeman shall be dispossessed of his frechold
except by the law of the land and a fair irial before his peers.
The really great thing about Magna Charta is its expression
of the desire of all free men io know where they are. In
the home this is as important as in the state. Each member
of & household has a right to some sort of freehold, if only
in a tiny corner of the estate. One sometimes sees a house
so completely arranged by professional decorators that one
can hardly imagine doing anything in it for fear of spoiling
the picture. Each house should have some recognized spot

where a man can, as the New Englanders say, “aet out his.

#0123 P 0027021

traps and go to work.” In too many households when a man

wants really to spread out his “traps’’ he has to go to the
garage. : | .
Fach individual in a family has a different sort of free-
hold important to him: that irreducible minimum without
which he feels defrauded and deprived. Ben Jonson ex-
presses the sensation in one of his plays where a hero has
been offered something to drink that does not suit his taste,
and exclaims, It is against my frechold, my inheritance,
my Magna Charta, to drink such balderdash, such bonny-
clabber!”

Fach member of a family has a “freehold” not only en
some corner or desk of his own, some taste of his own, but
some time of his own. Many a husband has provoeation to
wat for his rights of an evening when he finds that his free-
hold on Time has been sold out by his wife who has accepted
an invitation in his name but against his will.

. 1L
Closely akin to the freehald of the free man is Magna
| [22}
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Charta'’s insistence on fair practice in its clause on weights
and measures:

One measare of wine shall be used throughout the kingdom,

and one measure of ale, and ane measare of corn, to wit the London
quast _ . . and concerning weights it shall be in like manper as of
mneaaurag,

For centuries England struggled to establish this fair
ptactice in standard weights and measures. In these days
when a standard measure and a standard weight is taken for
granted and carefully looked out for by our National Bureau
of Standards and similar institutions in all civilized lands,
we forget that fair practice was won by so long and gradual
a process of law and education. Even as late as 1680 we
find a published note on Magna Charta by Lord Chief Justice
Coke, in which he explains why that particular point in
Magna Charta could never be enforced: -

This, that thete should ba one Measure, and one Weight,
through England , . . by Parliament hath oftes been Epacted, but
could tever be Effected, 86 Forcive is Cuatom concerning Multitudes,
once it hath gotten an Head.

Impartiality in a family circle is one of the most difficult
of Magna Charta’s principles to live up to. “There shall be
one Measure”™—but there are individuals who seem to be
beyond measures. Favors and special allowances for priv-
ilece seem to gravitaie toward them—mot always because
they are grasping either, ' :

A certain mother of advanced ideas found herself with
three little sons—triplets. Here was an opportunity for her
to try her theories of community life. Those three little
boys were never to hear the words, “This is mine. That is

his. The other is yours.” They were to think only, “This .

is something delichtful. Let us all enjoy it together.” The
grandfather of the babies was visiting and asked how the
theory worked, “Oh,” wailed the young mother, “they are
as bad as we were. If I did what they want me to, I'd have

[23]
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to get an apothecary’s scales to divide everything fairly into
threes.” :

As these triplets grew to the age of seven they de-
veloped a system of their own. When there was to be cake
for supper, they would visit the kitchen and ask the cook
for the frosting bowl after the cake had been frosted. First
they would divide the bowl by marking boundaries in the
frosting, so that each bhoy had a third all his own. Then in
unison they would start blissfully to scrape, each in his baili-
wick undisturbed. But when one of the wiplets saw that his
part was disappearing, and that he would have more to gain
than to lose by declaring a return to communistic owner-
ship, he would shout, “DIB-DABS.” This was an agreed-
upon signal that called off all property rights, and a free-

for-all scramble over the whole surface of the bowl would
. instantly ensue. Those boys are grown men now, but Dib-

Dabs is still the signal for confiscation of property in their
homes.

Sometimes it is not ownership but special consideration
that is difficult to dispense fairly. Once in a composition
class just before college vacation at Wellesley, | asked the
students to write a few paragraphs about the thing they
looked forward to most about their home vacation, One girl
wrote that she was the youngest of her family, and that
her brothers and her sister had all graduated from college

before her. As long as she could remember, she had had to

wait on them when they came home for college vacation.
Tom must have his breakfast taken to him because he was
so tired after the axaminations. Or Mary must have nothing
to disturb her because she “had only two more days at
time “Especially for Robert,” or “Especially for Mary,” or
“Especially for Tom,” because they had so short a time to

stay. “But this year,” she concluded, “the tables will be

turned—at least | hope so. 1 shall be the one who must
[24]

And things were always being done at vacation
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sleep late because | am so tired after examinations, 1 shall
be the one who has only twe more days to stay. And at
least once in this vacation I do hope to hear my mother say
those wonderful words, ‘Especially for Peg.” "

{By the way, I almost wrote a secret letter to that
mother asking her to be sure to say those words,—because |
knew that in each family there is likely to be one child who
is so near the mother that special favors seem as unnecessary
as favors to onesself. But | found out later that the mother
did say “Especially for Peg” of her own accord; so once
more | was able to sleep o’nights.) |

We remember that in the New Testament parable of
the man who had two sons, the grievance of the son who
stayed at home was not the fact that his brother had come

into his inheritance and wasted it; no, the grievance of the

faithful son was the fact that never had the father provided
a feast for him wherewith he might make merry with his

- friends. Yet when the wayward son returned—the father

declared a feast. The excuse, “Son, thou art ever with me
and all that I have is thine™ never quite makes up for un-

fairness in those little home-like amenities that count for so

much in the soul,
V.

This leads directly to Magna Charta's provision about
what one of the old translators calls a man’s “estimation.”
No human being shall be dispossessed of his “estimation”
without fair trial in accordance with the law of the land.
We know that the old use of the word “estimation” meant
“reputation”; but it seems to me that “estimation” is a

 delightful term, because it suggests not only the world's

estimation of a man but a man’s estimation of himself. In
this period of history today, people are finding their “estima-

‘tions” suddenly sliced out from under them at the drop of

a hat. One of the great works of women in such an era is

to bulwark men's “estimation’” in spite of calamity, and

125}
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help them build anew. At every time of hazard, women's
service in this life-saving process has been appreciated.
Loyalty at a pinch is remembered long after the trouble itself
is forgotten. A certain man who had been worried about
some crisis came out safely and remembered it no more.
His wife said to him, “Do you mean to say you have
actually forgotten about all that? And I simply broke my
heart for you at the time."”

#0123 P.O0B/021

“Yes,” admitted the hushand, I have forgoiten what

I was worried about just then. But I shall never forget how
nicely your heart brokel!”

A home should be a place for restoring “estimations.”
Too often it is instead a place for having the estimation
taken down a peg. The lady of the house, if she acts in the
true spirit of 2 Magna Charta Dame, can do much to redress
the balance when one child has been cast down below his
just deserts. And when there is a child so sensitive that
he has no self-estimation at all, it is the privilege of percep-
tive older relatives to help him up above the zero chill. And
if some of you through the passage of time ever find your-
selves grandparents, let me suggest one lovely thing to do
for a shy grandchild,—the kindness that my own grand-
parents did for me. Once in two weeks, tum and turn about,
each grandchild was entertained by himself at dinner. We

might go up and see our grandparents between-meals in

groups or in platoons; but for meals, my grandmother liked
to entertain her grandchildren by ones. At that meal, we
were the only guest; for our tastes and no other the menu
was prepared. And if by any trick of fate we had to ex-
change turns with a brother or a cousin, it was well if we
telephoned to our grandmother ahead of time, or we might
find ourselves confronted by somebody else’s favorite meal.
It was quite a heavenly sensation of grandeur for a bashful
child to walk out of his usual environment all by himself

126}
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into another climate, equally congenial, where the whole
cosmos circulated serenely especially for him.

On one occasion, a small cousin of mine was gubsti-
: tuted at the last minute for her brother—too late to tele-
phone or do anything but run. When she arrived out of
breath, our grandmother said, “Oh, we are very glad to see
you, but | am afraid there isn't going to be a thing on the
table that you particularly like.,” The little siz-year-old
clambered up into her chair and said, "When 1 go out for
a dinner party, I don't care so much what's on the table
as | care what's on the chairs!” Whereupon she bowed to
my grandmother, and then bowed to my grandfather, so
that there should be no doubt in anybody’s mind as to what
was ‘‘on the chairs.” ' ‘

At this Tuncheon in honor of Magna Charta, we have
derived memorable sustenance from what was on the tables,
and congenial inspiration from what was on the chairs. It
is vefreshing now and then to gather with kindred souls
and be reminded of the traditions that you cherish.

Magna Charta never stays put. It is not automatically
self-sustaining. In every age it needs its guarantors. When-
ever men and women of influence are too indifferent to
trouble to defend it; that old code of what Lord Bryce calls
“the primordial or natural rights of man” becomes a dead
letter. Your ancestors at Runnymede were willing to risk
something more than their personal peace of mind to stand
as its sureties. In our own day we must still risk something
to protect these four crucial points of Magna Charta: respect
for the law of the land; a freeman’s right to his freehold
under that law: fair dealing n all sorts of weights and
measures: and every man’s right to his “estimation”—his .
reputation—not to be assailed “except by due process of
law.”

et e e e

Sponsors of Magna Charta must use their influence to
see that these four points are honored; and a very good place

to begin it, is the home.
127]
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LOUISVILLE
NOVEMBER, 1937

In keeping with the spirit of Southern hospitality for which this city is famous, the visiting
members were heartily received, and with the constant round of entertaining, could hardly have
crowded more inte their time, which was full from the moment of arrival until departure. Miss
Trabue apd her Commities on Arrangements were untiring in theiy preparations.  Mra. Masen
Brown Barret, President of the Colonial Dames in Kentucky, met some of the afficers upon their
arrival, and took them for a drive around the Southern Park, and then to Miss Trabue's home for
a cup of tea. At one of the dinners given for the members, Mra. Arthur Allen, alse a Regent, among
other things for the entertainment of the visitors, provided a negro goartette, which was & touch
of local eolor that added wmuch interest and pleasure.

Mrs. John Williamson Price, Jr., Regent of the Colonial Order of the Crown, who, with Mt.
Price, is ewner of “Frestwould,” the historic Skipwith mansion in Virginia, entertained the Magna
Charta Dames and their friends at a reception and tea at her charming heme, “‘Pelham,” on Upper
River Road, on the day preceding the formal luncheon,

The Pendennis Club was the scone, and Tueaday, November 9th, was the day set for this
luncheon meeting. Mrs. Houston, in her wsual gracious manner, presided, and welcomed the guests,
She ealled npon the Reverend Dr. Charles Whiteficld Welch, for twenty-one years pastor of the
Fourth Avenue Presbytetian Church, of Louisville, who effered the invocation. The Society was
fortunate in sccuring, as speaker on this eccasion, the Honorable James A. Emery, of Washington,
D. €., who was intreduced by the Menorable William E. Harrison, a former Mayor of Louixville,

Roupd tables, 2ot for tem, were decorated with the Society’s eolors red and yellow, in ril-
bern and flowers, toses and chrysanthemums. Seated at the President's table, from left to :ight,
were Dr. Weleh, Mrs, Price, Mes. Wurts, Mes, Barret, Mra, Allen, Mr. Harrison, Mrs. Houston, Mr.
Emery, Miss Trabue, Mrs. Hallowell, Mr. Hoge, Mrs. Emery, Mrs, Atherton, and Mz, Warts.

Mot since its founding, twenty-cight years ago, has the Society enjoyed -more festive accasions
than these Louisville meetings.

{28}
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¢ ML Hayes & Co.
MISE ALICE ELIZABETHE TRAEUE

@

Since 1929 ape of the Regents residing in Kentueky, is a native of that state, hav-
g been hom at “Weehawkin™ near Frankfort, a descandant of the ‘Barens threugh
wrence Washingten, and other distinguished coloniala. She has, oa & number ‘OE occa-
mions, entectained at Tea the Magna Charta Dames residing in Louiswille, She is alsa a
ember of the Colonial Dames of America in Kentucky, Vice Presicknt‘of th.e K.?nru?ky
listorical Society, a member of the Filson Club (and Chairman of its Historie S‘H:es
‘Committea}, of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina, Mational ﬁocmty of z-}m:m:an
Pen Women, Historian of the Tayler Family Association, auther of "A C?mcr i (‘Zenl«:h-
rities” .and other historical works, and resides at the Puritan Apartments in Louiaville.
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The Cornerstone of the Constitution .

an Address by

Honorable James A. Eméry |

deliverad befora

The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at The Pendennis Club, Louisville, Kentucky

Novamber 9, ]937_

Madam President, Ladics and Gentlemen.:

OU represent devotion to a great tradition. Yours
is justifiable pride in descent from those who gave
it life. You maintain a hond between the great
dead, the living and the unbom.

For you there is a call to arms today as commanding
 as that which assembled your ancestors in that little meadow
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between Staines and Windsor. It is not the bugle call to
physical combat but that nobler note that rallies the armies
of the mind to the defense of the principles of an endangered
civilization. Two great movements shape themselves in
battle array. One, the advance of collectivism upon the in-
dividualism which underlies the surviving parliamentary
states. The other, the bold challenge within our own nation
that questions the very fundamentals of our own institu-
tions, asserting they no longer afford the means of adecuately
protecting and developing our own society. |
Every principle of government established in the long
struggle of our people and which we had thought finally
accepted, from the experience of 150 years of the oldest
wholly written Constitution in existence, is now exposed to
scrutiny and rejection as though it were a contemporary
suggestion. Perhaps that is well for, if the foundations of
our state will not stand the test of time and re-ezamination,
if they rest upon some essential error, then this is the hour
of correction and reform. Bat if they stand upon the eternal
verities of morals and experience in the lives of men, if we
adhere to them with something of the understanding and

"devotion of those who pledged their “lives, their fortunes

and their sacred honor,” the winds of criticism will blow
agninst them, as the storms of the desert beating upon the
Pyramids but do more firmly pack its sands about their mas-
give foundations.

The American system did not spring full grown like
Minerva from the brain of Jove. It seeded in English soil
and flowered through centuries of cultivation. "The con-
quered Saxon overcame in turn the conquering Normans.
1lis weapon was not the sword but habits of mind and
thought, more overwhelming than steel. With these, slowly
but surely he effaced the Roman theories of a dominant
state and gradually substituted a picture of government,
not as the source and master of life and Iiberty, but an in-

(311
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strument to protect and perpetuate natural and inalienable

- rights of free men. These thoughts find developing, frag-

mentary expression and written recognition even from the
crown, in the century and a half between Hastings and
Runnymede. But it is within a little English meadow our
constitutional system rests its foundation in a single sublime
declaration:

No free man shajll be taken, or imprisoned, or be dissejzed
of his frechold, or his Bhertics, or his free customs, or be sutlawead,
or exiled, or otherwise destroyed hut by the lawful judgment of
hiy psers, or by the law of the land. ‘ ‘

Some commentators have sought to weaken the force
and original authority of that great declaration. But Black-
stone found in it the beginnings of every practical limita-
tion upon the Crown and the first enforceabla guarantee of
the right of the common man against even the very nobles
who forced the hand of King John, Edmund Burke saw in
it the birth of the parliamentary system. Lord Chatham
characterized it as *'the Bible of English liberty.”

Here are the essentials of our American plan; for it
identifies the individual, separates him from the mass and
makes his security its primary purpose. It does not petition
for a grant of rights from the King, It demands their recog-
nition. They were facts before he ruled, That is funda-

mental from Runnymede to Philadelphia. The Great

Charter is a written limitation upon those who govern, by
those who are governed. k is definite and intended to be

enforced, by puiting some rights forever beyond trespass

by arbitrary rulers oy majorities.

All the elaborate political reaffirmations which follow
Magna Charta are amplifications of its essential thought,
The Petition and the Bill of Rights which eurbed the Stuart
Kings and confronted Williamn and Mary, the Massachusetis
Body of Liberties, the Virginia Bill of Rights, the immortal

. Declaration of ‘Independ\a-nce, and, finally, the first ten

[32}
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amendments of our Constitution, without whi at -
strument could not have been adopted, expand and develop
but always sound the same commanding note for the in-
alienable right of individual manhood, They establish a
definite domain of immunity from government, under gov-
ernment, if you please, but against government if necessary
to assure life and liberty.

On this foundation rests the cornerstone of the Ameri-
can system. For the dominant creed of those who shaped it
was profound faith in the moral worth, capacity and dignity
of the individual. They saw in the release of his powers,
stimnulated by opportunity and desire for betterment and
guaranteed security in the fruit of his effort, the energizing
force of personal progress and national development. Heirs
of the Great Charter, familiar with the history and experi-
ence of human governments, saturated with the tradition of
the British struggle for parliamentary liberty, they wrote
in their practical wisdom an instrument of restraint. To
seventy-nine express grants of power they attached a hun-
dred and fifteen prohibitions upon their exercise. To nine-
teen enumerations of legislative authority they attached
seventy denials.

It must be plain these were not the inventions of con-
temporary political ingenuity, They flowed from knowledge
and immediate experience. The Fathers of the Constitution
had suffered the arbitrary trespass of a royal autocrat. They
had lived through fourteen years of omnipotent Colonial
legislatures and an ineffective central government. All were
notable students of men and events. Every constitutional
restraint, every specific prohibition, every check and balance,
spoke their fear of unlimited power and their shrewd ap-
praisal of human nature and political action. They wrote
into our “Fundamental Law” and reinforced with the Bill
of Rights everything the race had learned from Runnymede
to Philadelphia. Here spoke a thousand years of practical

{331
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experience with every circumstance of government. Here
they forbade the things that men of their blood had learned
from death and persecution, on the battlefield, on the scaf-
fold, by prison and confiscation, destroyed liberty and denied
a square deal to the commeon man. Each inhibiion barri-
caded some avenue through which kings or parliaments,
dictators or protectors, executives or lawmakers, masters of
the purse or the sword, had customarily invaded personal
right. “Every one,” said Elihu Root, “stops a way through
which the overwhelming power of government has oppressed
the weak individual and may do so again if the way is
opened.” They are, indeed, but rules which may be repealed
or modified, but understanding of them and adherence to
them is the continuing test of our devotion to and capacity
for self-government. They frankly reveal the loss or con-
tinuing possession of that necessary self-restraint through
which a free people can alone “subject their own conduct
to control of declared principles of action.” R

But fine statemenis are not enough. The archives of
history are filled with splendid political declarations that are
now but the memorials of a noble purpose. No principle of
government endures and is effective unless it is made en-
forceable through clear and permanent rules, by an instru-
mentality operating in the everyday life of a people. Magna
Charta limited the power of King John that the liberty of
the subject might be preserved. The swords of the barons
and then the firmly established courts, made those limita-
tions effective. Qur Declaration of Independence enumerated
our wrongs. Our Bill of Rights preseribed limitations upon
the power of our own public servants that we might not

again be the victims of those imvasions of liberty which
characterized government under the Crown. For us an in-

dependent judiciary is the ultimate instrument of their inter-
pretation and enforcement.
Note, then, the fundamentals of this American system

[34]
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It recognizes and undertakes to secure the liberty, the op-
portunity and the property of the individual, distinguished
from the mass, in specific terms and by definite, written en-
forceable limitations upon the authority of our political
servants. [t creates representative government. One hun-
dred and thirty million people cannot’ govern themselves

through a mob. They choose agenis to speak and act for .

them, but these are presumed neither to become mere dele-
gates under instruction, ot to reflect without investigation
and deliberation the opinion of a constituency. They owe
their judgment, but not their conscience, to their principals.
{f such representatives surrender without inquiry or debate
to tempotrary opinion or become ‘the mere spokesmen or
agents of any group or class, ot the subordinate voice of any
other department or official, representative government
passes and is succeeded by political cuckoos. The Axrperican
eystem distributes political authority into coordinate, but
independent departments. i separaies bt relates the Execuo-
tive, Legislative and Judicial authority and forbids each to
trespass upon or exercise the powers of the other. Further-
more, our system creates a national government with express
powers - which, within the limitations of its exclusive
authority, opetates ot only upon the States but upon each
citizen. It recognizes the exclusive control of local govern-
ment over its own internal affairs but writes the rule of
intercourse between the States. In externa) affairs the cen- -
tral government speaks for the nation. Above all, stands

the most striking contribution of our people to political

science. A supreme tribunal, the agent of all the people,
ihe final means through which their permanent will ex-
pressed in the Constitution is interpreted .and the limita-
tions which they have prescribed in their own interest, made
effective against the trespass of their own officials and the

‘powers which they have distributed, confined within their

boundaties.
[357
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These are the essentials of the American plan. It rests
upon great moral and sconomic ‘ruths. For it recognizes
the dignity and nobility of the human individual and the
practical fact that he alone is the dynamo of personal and
social progress, Iis theories are workable only in a common-
wealth of private, competitive enterprise. Qur history is
the story of the influence of that fundamental creed upon
the lives of men responding to the most powerful impulse
for human progress, the inhorn desire of the individual to
better himself and those dependent upon him.

No system of government ever offered so quickly and

- effectively a demonstration of its practical utility, for no

people had so humble an industrial beginning as our own.
None confronted a more difficult economic task nor greater
discouragetnent in the business of life than the Colonists
from the very hour of Yorktown. At the moment of achiev-
ing political freedom, they faced economic chaos and de-
pendence. Without industry save a parrow and crude agri-
culture, with no manufactures but the lmited handicrafts
of village and household, their centers of population were
few and comparatively small. Their Confederation was
bankrupt, their currency so valueless that' “not worth a
Continental” hecame a proverb. Flooded with British im-
ports between the end of the Revolution and the adoption
of the Constitution, they were drained of their better cur-
rency and their nascent commerce overwhelmed by a de-
siructive competition, The jealousies of the individual
Colonies and their economic strife obstructed the highways
of Inter-Colonial trade with regulations and tariff barriers
which bred increasing bitterness and reprisals. The Lttle
nation born in the hour of the great Industrial Revolution,
possessed none of its fruits nor were they immediately ob-
tainable. When England laid the foundation of her manu-

facturing supremacy, America possessed little or none of

the new applications of mechanical power. Nor was this the

[36]
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result of accident. It was by design. Chatham had said the
Colomies shall not make “'a hobnail or a horseshoe for them-
selves.” By act of Parliament, it was forbidden to export
from Fngland not only the new machinery but its blue-
prints or artisans in contact with its operation. It was in
this moment that Washington wrote: “We are fast verging
to anarchy and confusion.”

But in that dubious hour, the adoption of the Consti-
tution reorganized the life of the people. It Iaid the founda-
tions not only of political but economic stability. It gave a
new direction to human purpose, a new inspiration to the
human heart, a new security to the endeavors of men. Nor
is this a rhetorical declaration, Within a few years from
the adoption of the Constitution, the very leaders who had
been flled with gloom recognized the truth of that ex-
traordinary declaration of the grave and cautious Wash-
ington, that “The United States enjoys a scene of prosperity
and tranquility under the new government that could

" hardly have been hoped for." Yet the makers of the new

government fashioned no Utopia, They were practical men.
They released human energy to play freely upon the re-
sources of a new Continent, They guaranteed the individual
nothing except freedom from unreasonable restraint by his
fellows or his Government. They did not even promise
him “happiness.” They merely offered him a chance o
pursue it. Whether he caught it or not was to be determined
by his own speed and his own conception of the objects of
his pursuit. |
Through a century and a half our system has demon-
strated its durability in war and peace. It lived through a
civil struggle without precedent in duration and intensity.
It has been tested in adversity and prosperity. lts success
made the twilight of kings and shaped a2 new world of par-
liamentary institutions, Now, it faces the challenge of the
ijmpatient and sincere as well as the sinister, the ambitious

[57]
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and the designing. The one seeking short-cuts to worthy
ends by means prohibited for invincible reasons, the other,
he avoidance or destruction of resented limitations upon
official power,

All intelligent persons recognize the changes accom-

_panying transformation of our social life from a group of

independent self-supporting, agricultural colonists, inte a
highly complex inter<lependent industrial state. But our
problem is not what kind of government ought we to sub-
stitute for what we have, or what fundamental change
shall we make in a time tested structure, Our problem is to
adapt ourselves to the changing conditions of American
society without sacrificing those great assentials which have,
so far, successfully reconciled individual life and social
progress, liberty and anthority and secured the largest
measure of ordered freedom possessed by any people in
our day. :
There are many now to sneer at individualism, to term
it the creed of the hopeless reaciionary. The frue liberal
recognizes the necessary limitations which reason places
upon liberty. He knows also from the life of the race that
all progress originates in the individual. Even the Divinity
gave him free will. Every gain, material and spiritual, arises
from the act of some person. The authortarian and the
planner of other men’s lives reposes his ultimate faith in
the controls of super men. By a supreme paradox, he would
substjtute the overwhelming authority of someone or a
group, for the everyone who is wiser in his valid contribu-
tion to living, than anyone who can shape it for him.

It makes little difference by what name we describe

. the effort to make one or many the all powerful master of

the individual, It makes little difference whether the ma-
chinery of the state passes into the supreme conirol of one

" or many with unlimited power. The Dictator, the Fascist,

the Communist, all seek the same end, the subordination of
136 ] ' |
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individual right, opportunity and possessions, to an all
powerful state, the source of all rights, the measure of all
liberty. Whatever its name, whatever iis pretense, it is to
be the individual's master. If it succeeds, he is no longer
a free citizen. He is a subject or a serf.

The most subversive of revolutions are not always
wrought in violence and blood. They may be the product
of radical innovation in political authority unperceived at

+he time of its oceurrence. Onlya people intelligently jealous.

of their own rights and sympathetically ;ealous of the rights
of others are the vigilant and successful guardians of free
institutions. We have possessed them so long that we think
of them as automatic and assured, like the beat of our heart,
or the breath of our body. So the great laws of restraint
have seemed an immortal and invineible shield, so long un-
questioned that we forget the reasons for their existence
and the consequence of their loss. It is liberty secured by
law which preserves republican institutions from the domi-
nating control of the ambitious and popular official,” from
oranipotent parliaments or the temporary passions of over-
whelming majorities. Constitutional limitation faces its
greatest dangers when confronted with the plausible appeals
of popular leaders. For any system which permits the sin-
cere and the wellintended to avoid the restrictions of their
office, affords an equal opportunity for the sinister and the

- designing to expand authority in their own interest. Free

institutions are impaired and destroyed when the restraints
that guard liberty are abandoned or indifference permits the
most adroit and ambitious office holder to concentrate in

‘himself the powers of other officers and departments or

control their action in the pursuance of his own purposes.

I could recall to you a camlog of recent experience to
{lustrate the point, the almost absolute concentration of
discretionary power over every form of activity represented
‘in the NIRA, the absorption of Tocal government within a

{391

#0123 P. 0137021




1043042011

13:14 168105810532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

centralized bureaucracy, the systematic subordination of the
legislative authority under the whip of patronage and relief,
the proposal to place the administrative agencies of Con-
gressional policy under the coloring brush of executive con-
trol, the yielding of the purse, the last weapon of parlia-
mentary defense to executive discretion, the attemnpt to re-
duce the supreme and independent judiciary to subservient
expositors of policy. Do all these things suggest the need
of less restraint? Do they indicate that we may now safely
surrender the determination of their owm limitations to our
political servants? Or do they suggest that the agent is on
his way to become the principal, the servant, the master,
and government not the Jefender, but the asserted source of
liberty and the arbitrary determinant of how much is good
for any man. K :

Around us wages the world wide struggle between in-
dividualism and collectivism. Daily within our own boun-
Jaries we witness a determined endeavor to substitute laws
of equalization for equal laws. Powerful highly organized
minorities demand, through bloes and groups, and receive
in exchange for political support, clags privilege translated
into statutory advantage. The new philosophy would make
the power of the state the chief instrument of social adjust-
ment and progress. It threatens to build upen the wealkness
rather than the strength of human nature. It saps the char-
acteristic initiative and self-reliance of the American spirit,
It substitutes for it a growing sense of dependence until ever
increasing numbers embrace the seductive suggestion that
it is the business of government to support the citizen, not
that of -the citizen to support the government. It urges
government to interfere in the affairs of men, not whenever
it must, but wherever it can.

We have believed until now that governments were
made for men, not men for government. We shaped our
siate to give the greatest play to individual freedom com-

[40]
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patible with the assurance of like liberty for others. To that
end we limited official power and enforced our limitations.
Under the dominating impulse of the desire for betterment
for ourselves and others, we found the spur of progress, as
each in the endeavor to improve himself contributed to the
forward movement of the whole. We can change and adapt
our temporary controls to the shifting circumstances of
changing social conditions, but we ought now to know from
centuries of hard won experience that if we weaken those
permanent limitations essential to the protection and per-
petuation of ordered liberty, all is lost; for self-restraint is
among the most difficult and desirable of all habits. It is
hard to acquire, easy to lose, It makes superior character in

the lives of men and nations. It is more necessary for popu- -

lar government than any other, for numbers are easily
swayed by temporary passion. Our founders knew and un-
derstood that human weakness. Under their leadership the
people of the Constitution put Philip drunk under conirol
of Philip sober. They placed themselves and their rulers
under written limitation, and by the requirements of a solemn
oath and the establishment of a supreme judiciary, provided
for the enforcement of self-imposed restraint.

That is the never to be forgotten lesson. If the ruler
may pass the boundaries of his rule, he moves toward a dic-
tatorship. If the people cast off their self-made restrictions,
they destroy in others all they hope to keep for themselves.
Then comes the shadow of that “Dies Irae,” when the mag-
nificent monuments of present power will be to seme future
race the melancholy memorials of our ruin.
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Mra. Houston thanked Mr. Fmery far his forceful and timely address, and said: It is a
gonree of great happiness to us to be here tiday among aso many dear friends You have wel-
comed us se royally, and have zntertained us so beautifully, that this wisit will zlwaya remain a
memorable one to us. | am 3o frequenty asked about the history of our Sucmty that I will take
time for a brief account of it

Tha Society was nastituted at Washington, D. C., on March 1!, 1909._1:‘13‘ ohjects of tha So-
ciety being to perpetuate the memory of the men whe compelied King Jobn to grant the Magma
Charta, and to promote good fellawship ameng their descendants, to keep fresh in cur minda the
cvents conpected with this mest celebrated episede in the histary of the English race, and ta
inspire the members of this Socicty and others with admivatien and respect for the principles of
Constitutional Government,

By 1928, many of the original members baing no longer active or available, the remaining |
members realized that the Society neéded a complete reorganization. Mr. John 5. Wurts, cur Coun-
sellor, waa asked to preparc a plan to accomplish this aim. He did thiy and a complete veorganiza-
ton was effacted. New officers were installed. The choice of Mrs. James Large as President was
a most fortunate one, and under her guidance and with the cooperation of Mr. Wurts, the rcgents
and other offcers of the Society, the membership grew rapidly. From a mere handful in 1928, the
Hat has grown to seven hundred and twenty-five members at the present tims. We have members
in practically every state in the Union, and in cight foreign countries.

Often [ am asked if we are engaged in the marking of historical gravea or in the restoration
of old landmarks. Our Magna Charts apeestors are too deeply buried in the past, and we are tos
far away, for this to be pas.'-iblc, buat we have undettaken a memorial to Mrs. Iﬂmc-'l Lﬂ-rgc. our
former President. The Society has reatored in her' memery a beautiful mantel in the dining room
of the calamia]l residenca of Samnal Powel, the §rst Mavor of Philadelphin after the Reveolntien.
We have also begun the collection of what we hope will prove to be the fincst gencalogical Lbrary
in thiz country, Through the kindnecss of Mr. Wurts we have obtained the fiee nas of a beautifal
building near Philadelphia. Thera is comfartable apace available te our members for reading or
werking, a2od besides ample shelf-room there are Sreproof vaults for sur valuable boaks and
manpuaeripts. The library commitiee, of which Mis. Hallowell ia Chairman, bas besn mest fortunate
in secvring a large collection of fine books: so that we already have made a splendid start toward
assembling onr library, ‘ ]

We had planned to have our June Meeting next year in Bosten, but !‘EBJI-ZE\'] that we cou!&
have it in oo other city than Philade=lphia, the birthplace of the Constitution, on itz 150th anni-
versary.
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A Three-Fold Anniversary

eelebrated at the Barclay, on Rittenhousa Squars, Philadelphin, on Monday and Tussday, June
nd 2§, 1938,
2 I. The 300th anniversary of the Ianding of the Swedes in Penngylvania in 1638, and the az-
Ciablishment of the first law couzts, schools and chnrches in Pennsylvania, Tha blue and yellow flag
Viaf Sweden gave its colars to the flags of our celonies, our City and our State.
1. The 150th anniversary of the birthday of the Constiution in Philadslphia, its birthplace,

y the ratification by New Hampshize, the ninth or enabling State at one o'clock, on June 21st, 1788,
e Constitution of the Unired States became the law of the land.

‘ HIL. The 723rd Anniversary of the granting of the Magna Charta, the forerunper of all
sapatitutions.

On Monday, the Magns Charta Dames and the Order of Washington
were the guests of the Descendants of the Continental Congress, of which
Jobhn 5. Wurts is President, Hon. John Morin Scott and Col. Churchill Wil
liams are Vice Presidentz: and Thomas I. Hodge iz Secretary. This is an
hereditary ordar, the result of 3 meeting of descendants in Independence Hall,
September 17, 1920, and ia composed of men and wemen descendapts of one
or more of thoss colonial personagez whe were clected to this Congrm by
the several colonies. Fifteen seasioms of the Continental Congress were held
within fifteen years, 1774 to 1789, These are the men whe gave us, among
other things, our fonr great State papers,

The Declaration of Righta

The Articlez of Confedaration

The Declaration .of Independence
The Constitution of the United States

: The Order of Washington, founded m 1895, it belisved to ke the
caly Order in existence named for the dlustrious General George Wash-
ington. It was for many years prasided ever by the late Dr, Jaseph G. B.
Bulloch, of Washington, I, C., who we recall entertained the Magna
Charta Damnes there on November 3, 1930,

On the secand day of thiz three-fold celebration, the Magea Charta

Dames met at luncheon, President Houston presiding. At twe o'dock Day-

- light Saving Time (one o'cleck Standard Time, a centory and a hal¥f after,
to the hour and minute) Admiral Wat Tyler Cluverius, gommanda.nt at the
Philadelphia Navy Yard, ealled attention to the significance of the cccasjon.
His brief, itspirmg address was enthngniastically received and hearsly ap-
plavded. Dy Prentis, the speaker of the day, was happily introduced by hia
friend, Mr. George H. Houston. ‘ . ‘
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Invocation
June 21, 1938

offered by

_The Rev. Carl MclIntire |

- %71: LMIGHTY GOD, Thou who art infinite and eternal,
AW tighteous and holy, we coine to Thee in that name

2 which Thou hast given unto us, Jesus Christ.

We thank Thee that Thou art the living and the true
od, the Author of all life, licht, and liberty., We thank
hee for all the bleasmg& of Thy providence in preserving
id guiding us.

We invoke Thy blessing and Thy favor. We give Thee
-aise for the land in which we dwell, for freedom of thought,
: speech, of assembly, of worship, and for the glorious
serties which are ours purchased at such a tremendous
rdce. In these days of distress, turmoil, and revolution we
sk that Thou wilt spare America.

Wilt Thou take charge of this occasion and by Thy
loly Spirit direct and use it to the glory of Jesus Christ,
‘hom Thou didst offer up as a sacrifice for our sins and
eclare to be Thy Son with power by the resurrection from
e dead; to whom bhe all glory, honor, and dominion, and
ower. Amen.
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REV. CARI, McINTIRE .

The Reverand Carl Mcintive, pastor of the Bible Presbyterian Chureh of Collings-
wood, N. [.. was born in Yiailant;, Michigan, May 17, 1906. He was brought up in Okla-
homa, ard in 1927 received the dagree of A. B. fram Park College, Parkville, Mo. In the
avtumn of 1928 he entered. Princeton Theological Sominary, but upen its reorganisation
by the Ganerl Astembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 1. S, A, in May 1929, did net
retun to Princeton, but eatered Westminater Thenlogical Seminary to study under the
Rev, Dr. J. Gresham Machen and the Rev. D5, Robert Dick Wilson, Upen graduation he
hecame paster of the Chelsea Presbyterian Chureh, Atantic City, from :.vher-,-, m 1933,

‘came a member of the Independent Board for Presbyteviag Foreign Missions. In 1934 the

Genersl Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh in the U, . A, directed the members of
that Board who were memmbers of the Preshyterias Church to resign immedistely. My,
Melntire, with others, refused to Yesign, maintaining that the order was contrary to the
constitution of the Presbyterian Church and to the Word of God. The FPresbyiery of Wast
Jersey brought him te trial and suspended him from the minisiry and the Communion af
the Church, This action was upheld by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the 1, 8, A in 1936, The congregation of the Collingswood Church on Jane 15, 1934,
renannced the Presbhyterian Church in the U.'S, A, as having violated ita constitution and
officially depazted fram the authority of the Word of God, A lezal battle ensued over the
poascssion of the building valued at $250,000. Five members of the congrepation, backed
by the Preshbytery and the Ceneral. Assembly, asked for an injunction restrejning My,

- McIntire and the cofigregation from worshiping in the building, which the congrepation

had paid for. On March 18, 1938, the fudge ruled againgt the congregation, and on
March 27, ar the close of tha evening acrvice, the congregation of 1200 persong fled out

of the bailding, The following Friday they wershiped in a large Chautaqua tent an a

vacant lot. The following Sunday 1293 persons partook of Communion from paper eupa,

fwnr&hip eight weeks, during which a tabernacle

seating 1500 peoplo was constructed, The cost of ereeting, fumishing, and completng
the tabernacle has heen $41_600.

Mz, Melnrire's theelagical pasition is that of the Reformed Faith, set forth in the

bistoric Weatminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, He is president of the Board

- of Directars of Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Delaware: seeretary of the Inde-

pendent Board for Preshyterian Foreign Missions; editor of the Chriztian Boacon; and
anthor of “A Cloud of Witneses, "
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DE. HENNING W, PRENTIS, JR.

- Henning Wabb Prentis, Jr. LL. D., president of the Armstrong Cork Company.
Lancagter, Pennaylvania, was bom in 5t. Louis, Missouri, on July 11, 1884, cducated in
the public schools of that state, and gradunted from the University of Missouri with the
degree of A, B. in 1903, In 1907 he tock a Master of Arts degree in economies at the
Uriversity of Cincinnati. From {903 ta 1905 he was secretary to the President of the
University of Missouri, and from 1005 to 1907 was Sccretary of the University of Cincin-
nati in charge of that institurion's relations with secondary schools and colleges in that
section of the country. :

In March 1907 he became Assistant to the Manager of the Insuladon Division of
the Armstrong Cork Company in Pittsburgh, Pennayivania, and ever since has been cot-
nected with the Armatrong organization, In 191t the Company organized an Advertis-
ing Department and he wag mada ity first Manzger. He continued in that capacity. until
January 1920, when he was transferred to Lancaster, Pennaylvania, and appointed Gen-
eral Sales Manager of the Floor Division of the Company, In May 1926 he was elected
a member of the Board of Directors and also one of ita Vice Presidents, In 1929 he was
promoted to the Firvst Vice Presidency and in March 1934 he was clocted President of
the Armatrong Cork Company—an organization comprising at the present tme some
11,000 persons at home and abroad, In June 1932, the honorary degree of Docter of
Lawz was conferrad vpon him by Hampden-Sydney College, Virginia. Mr. Prentis was on
two occasions President of the Pittshurgh Advertising Club: be is a member (and past
Chairman) of the Ameriean Society of Sales Executives; of the Industrial Advisory Com-
raittee of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia; of the American Academy of Political
and Social Scicnce; of the Newcomen Society far the Study of the History of Engineering
and Technology: of tho Penneylvania Saciely of Sons of the Revelution: of the Society

of Celonial Wars in the State of Virginia: of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Phi Beta Kappa, -

Omieron Delta Kappa, wnd Alpha Delta Sigma Fraternities; of the University Club, New
York City: Bankers Club, New York City: University Club, Washington, D, C.: the Art
Club, Philadelphia; the Rolling Rack Club, Ligonier, Pennaylvania; Ross Mougtain Clib,

ew Florence, Penrevlvania; Lancaster Country Club, Hamilton Club, Fortaightly Club
and the Clissophic Secicty of Lancaster. Me ja o Trustee of the First Preshyteriag Church
of Lancaster, of the Young Women's Christian Asseciation, of Linceln Meraorial Unjver-
sity and of Wilson College, a Diractor of the National Industrial Conference Board, af
the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce, and of the Chamber of Commeree of the United
States; a Director and Vice President of the Pennasylvania State Chamber of Commeres
and of the Natiopal Asseciation af Manufaciurers,
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The Tripod of Freedom

an Address by

Henning Webb Prentis, Jr., LL. D.

deliversd befare
The National Society Magna Charta Dames

meeting at The Barclay
Rittenhonse Square, Philadelphia
Jone 21, 1938
Madam President, Members of the National Society

Magna Chartg Dames, and Fellow Guests:

Y job in life is helping to run an industrial cor-
poration. Delivering addresses of this sort is out
of my line. However, everybody enjoys depart-
3 ing from his accustomed role occasiomally and,
while’ there is some peril in so doing, the additional danger
a business man runs is really not so very great. For, like
Tennyson’s “Immortal Six Hundred,” the executive of any
corporation these days is quite accustomed to have the can-
non of compettors volleying in front of him, the guns of
labor unions firing on him from the left, stockholders’ artil-
lery enfilading his right, occasional pot-shots from dissatis-
fied customers in his rear, plus a steady rain of poison gas
bombs of the Jackson-Ickes' variety from the air. The very
ground he treads is mined with political propaganda. Hence,
it is pleasant to venture for an hour into a meeting of an
organization such as this, whose members are sincerely seek-
ing to serve the communities of which they are a part, and
thus leave the world a bit more beautiful and better hecause
they have been in it.

[ responded to your president’s invitation to address
vou for one reason only, and that is because | am deeply
concerned over the fisture of this nation of ours, Ta it |, at
least, owe everything [ have had in life and all that | hope
to enjoy to my dying day. | was educated in the public
schools—from the kindergarten through a state university
—at public expense, Qur system of representative demo-
cratic government has provided me the opportunity to be
free as a human being—physically, mentally, and spiritually.

#0130 P.O0EB/019
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QOur system of free enterprise has given me the opportunity

to attain physical comfort and well-being, The guarantee of
religious freedom, written into the Bill of Rights, has given
me the opportunity to worship God as [ see fit. All that I
have or hope to be has come to me—and to you—bhecanse
of those same three factors, for which your forefathers and
mine fought and bled through the centuries. Together they

~constitute “The Triped of Freedom™ (1) Representative

democracy, (2} Free private enterprise, and (3) Religious
liberty. Destroy any one of the three legs of this tripod and
the whole structure will crash to earth. The history of past
generations, the events of the last two decades, and the hap-
penings of this very year, all bear incontrovertible testimony
to the truth of that assertion. | .

I.. Far too long have the American people, its business

. and professional men, its intelligent farmers and wage earn-

ers, taken for granted the ineffable blessings of our political,
economic, and religious liberty. For a hundred years or more
we have been so busy exploiting our natural resources, in:

venting new machines, contriving new organization pro-

cedures, piling up physical conveniences, comforts, and
luzuries that only the acquisition of wealth could provide,
that we have failed lamentably to pay much attention to the
maintenance of those liberties that we have 30 smugly as-
sumed were ours by inalienable right, and would therefore
antomatically continue indefinitely. Meanwhile, a tempest
of propaganda has piled the flood waters of ignorance and
class hatred against the dikes of freedom, built at such sore
travail by the founding fathers of the republic, until today
those waters bid fair to engulf us, as they have other na-

tions that untl recently professed democratic ideas. The

American pecple may turn their backs on the lesson of his-
tory; they may close their ears to the warnings of those
whose words carry far greater weight than ‘mine, but | say
to you teday that, if you and I and millions of other Ameri-
can citizens do not awake from our lethargy and devote
time and energy to the maintenance and strengthening of
our political, economic, and religious system, most of us
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here present will live to see the direful day when dictator-
ship will be hailed as the only way out of the mire of social
and financial chaos. Mark Sullivan wrote on April 10, 1938:
“The stark fact is that the United States has gone some 40
or 50 per cent of the distance toward a changed form of gav-
ernmnent and society. We are still on the way with acceler-
ated speed. . . . Unless we reverse the course, there can
be 10 doubt about cur destination. The destination we are
going toward is the authoritarian type of government.” Dr.
Alexander Meiklejohn, former President of Amherst Col-
lege, writing in the June issue of Harper's Magazine, says:

No one whe studi=s our. situation can fail to see that, in many
different forms, the issue hetweon Individualism and Social Contrel
(Socialism} is now rushing toward its crisis in America. Within the
lifetime of the young people now in our scheols and collegen thar
iasue must, f all probability, be decided. Very scon Americs will
make a chaice. She will tary *Teft” or “right.™

I 'am just as eager as anyone to help create conditions
under which every American citizen, regardless of his situa-
tion in life, who is willing to work, may enjoy a high
standard of living, both in a material and in a spiritual sense;
but the means employed to attain that objective must not he
such as to imperil the tripod of human freedotm. As the great
Frenchman, Gustave LeBon, remarks in his famous book,

“The Crowd”: “Nothing is more fatal to a people than to

acquire a sudden mania for reforms, however excellent
these reforms may appear theoretically, Time and patience
and the slow process of elevating human character—all are
required.” So ¥ the methods presently proposed for the
improvement of the economic status of the less fortunate
segments of our population involve the weakening of any
one of the three legs of the tripod of freedom, then I assert
that that is too heavy a price to pay in view of the age-long
struggle of the English-speaking peoples for the: priceless
privilege of personal liberty; that other methods, slower,
perhaps, but more in accord with sound principles of human

* behavior, must be sought and found.

In my judgment, nothing would profit us more today
than careful contemplation of the long fight on the part
of our ancestors that led finally to the winning of political
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freedom for all men in the United States. The history of
that struggle is an epic of the Anglo-Saxon race which goes
back more than one thousand years. Personal freedom ex-
pressed in a representative constitutional democracy is dis-
tinctly a product of the western European peoples as dis-
tinguished from the oriental concept of despotism. From
the time that Charles Martel in 732 turned back the Saracens
in bloody battle at Tours in France, to 1683, when the
tyrannical Turks were defeated under the walls of Vienna,
there was struggle after sbruggle to. establish the idea that
ordinary men had an inalienable right to personal freedom.

For the English-speaking people the first fruits of that age-

long effort were evidenced by the Great Charter that was

#0130 P 003018

wrung from King John at Runnymede in 1215, It guaran-

teed that the personal liberty, property, and rights of no man
were to be taken away except according to law or by the
judgment of his peers. ‘

To protect these hard-won rights and fortify them with
a properly designed system of government, many political
philosophers contributed their theories. In 1690, John Locke
developed the axiom that the legislative body under no cir-
cumstances must transfer its power to enact laws to any
other body or persons. A Frenchman, Baron de Montes-
quieu, did his part in 1748 when he promulgated the doc-
trine that the powers of the executive, legislative, and judi-
cial branches of government must be kept carefully sep-
arated—if freedom is to be permanent.

In our own country your ancestors and mine fought
the Revolutionary War and, after it had been won, the best

minds among them sat down to write a document that would
guarantee freedom to their children and children's children.

- Thus, “They brought forth on this continent a new nation

conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal.” Regarding that nation, a radical
professor in one of our leading eastern universities said
recently: ‘

Whatever the deficiencias of democracy as a pojng politieal
aystern which we have to acknowledge, I sheuld like to say that,
=Vén in ity present mmmature, imperfect form, democracy—exactly
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democracy as practiced ip the United States—is one of the most

- precipug things that has evalved in the long course of human his-
tory. . . . Elactian day in the United States, with all itg limitations,
is one of the supremely fine apiritnal products of a million years of
human evolution.

We celebrate today not merely the 723d year of Magna
Charta, but also by a happy coincidence the 150th anniver-
sary of the birthday of the Constitution. For on June 21,
1788, at one o'clock, Standard Time, New Hampshire, the
ninth or enabling state, voted ratification, and the Consti-
tution of the United States thereupon became the law of
the land. Now a century and a half later, representative
democracy, the first leg of the tripod of freedom, which the
Constitution sought to make permanent, is threatened by
the lethargy of its citizens, This apathy is due first to the
fact that for several generations we have not had to fight
for freedom, and second, to sheer failure to grasp the gin-
ister influences that are now eating away its foundations,
like termites, working silently and insidiously, leaving the
surface unscarred, but destroying its inner sirength and sub-
stance. Look at the manner in which power is steadily being

- concentrated in the Federal government and remember

Woodrow Wilson’s prophetic words: “The history of lib-
erty is a history of the limitation of governmental power,

‘not the increase of it.” Consider the fashion in which the

lines that were so carefully drawn between the legislative,
the executive and the judicial departments of government
are now being obliterated. Behold how the national govern-
ment ig steadily absorbing the prerogatives of the individual
states in the face of Wilson's warning: “It would be fatal
to our political vitaelity really to strip the states of their
powers.” ‘

Concomitantly, we have witmessed the growth of huge

Federal bureaucracies which, if not soon uprooted, will

eventually strangle the processes of representative demoe-
racy. As Herbert Spencer said:

A comparatively amall bady of officials, coherent, having com-
mon interests, apd acting under a central authority, has an immense
advantage over an incoherent publie, which has po scttled policy
and can be hrought to act unitedly only under strong prevecation.
Hence an organivation of officials, once pasgsing a cerkain stage of
growth, becomes less and less resistible. :

#0130 P.010/013
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Today, according to Frank Kent, the Federal Government
cutside of Washington leases and occupies office space
equivalent to fifty-two Empire State Buildings!

Sir William Petrie, the great historian, who studied
many dead and buried civilizations, asserts that they all ran
the same ¢ycle, Despotism bore down on the people until
they turned on the autocrat and destroyed him and set up
a democracy. They hedged their democracy about with
various safeguards, but in the end democracy consumed
itself through the waste of public money until financial col-
lapse and social disintegration ensued. Then to bring order
out of chaos, men submitted themselves once more to auto-
cratic rule and the cycle began again.

We have had continuing deficits in this country now
for seven years. The Federal debt, including guaranteed ob-

ligations, is over forty hillions of dollars. If you add thereto

the debts of the states, counties, and municipalities, the total
exceeds sixty billion dollars, and that is just about half of
the total assessed valuation of all real estate .m America.
Our Federal expenditures since March 4, 1933, have totalled
almost thirty-seven billion dollars—"“enough,” as one writer
put it the other day, “to make 1142 strings of $1 hills reach-
ing all the way from New York to San Francizco.” The tax
policies employed in the raising of these funds are throttling
the flow of capital into private enterprise; yet spending con-
tinues at a rate unprecedented in the peacetime history of
the nation. We are even using for current eXxpenses the so-
called “reserve” for old age pensions. Nevertheless, the
deficit for the current fiscal year ending on June 30th will
be at least 1.4 billion dollars, and some Senators are already
predicting that the deficit for the fiscal year 1939 will be
not less than five billions. This process must stop some-
where, and relatively soon, if this nation is not to tread the
primrose path of real inflation. -

In a public address four years ago, | made the state-
ment that “the war of classes in America now being fostered
- - . has more ominous possibilities not only for industry,
but for our political institutions, than any cloud that has ap-
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peared on the horizon in years.” Today that cloud has
mounted from horizon to zenith, and its dark thunder heads

of class hatred threaten the permanence of our dermocratic
.system. Never before in our history has there been such a

direct attempt to create a split between the electorate along
horizontal instead of vertical lines. Whatever else may be
said about our American form of government, certainly it
was never contemplated that it should be transformed into
“the disorderly clash of organized economic groups, or the
wielding of absolute political power by those whose rally-
ing cry has been the sowing of a deep distrust of all but the
smallest holders of private property.” Those are the words
of Dr. Raymond Moley. Tides of human passion cannot be
turned on and off at will, as can an electric light. Class
hatred leads to class warfare. Class warfare is the death
warrant of democracy. Dictatorship follows.

The attitude of the government, as shown in this con-
nection, has naturally lent enconragement to leagues and
societies of all sorts and descriptions which hive for their
ultimate objective, no matter how innocent their names may

-sound, the substitution of some “‘ism" or other for the po-

litical and economic system under which America has grown
great. The degres to which subversive organizations now
worm their way into public confidence through our schools,
colleges, semi-religious organizations and churches is well-
nigh unbelievable. They are able to do this only hecause
patriotic Americans who believe in the American system
of representative democracy, private enterprise, and re-
ligious freedom, do not hestir themselves to action in be.
half of these principles to the same degree as the dishelisvers
who would destroy them. Do not misunderstand me. [ am
a thorough believer in freedom of speech. I will fight pub-
licly and privately for the right of any organization, no mat-
ter how much I may be opposed to its principles, to present
its case to the American people under its own name and
banner. Iwill do this even though I know, as I do, that such
groups once entrenched in power would immediately deny
me that same right. But in the same breath | will oppose

#0130 P.012/019




10/30/2011

13:22 16105310532

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

with all my strength the use by such organizations of the
schools, the churches, and semi-religious Institutions as
sounding boards for their subversive doctrines. 1 know of no
greater service that the members of the Society of Magna
Charta Dames could render than to see to it that such or-
ganizations are forced to stand before the public for what
they actually are and are not permitted to veil their true
objectives by appearing under the apparent sponsorship of
those institutions in which the American people have long
been accustomed to place implicit faith and confidence.

In this connection 1 was interested to run across, the
other day, an excerpt from the official publication of the
“Saeret Order of the [lluminatl,” founded by Adam Weis-
haupt in 1776. The purpose of this order was to “'govern
the world” through a program of planned destruction of
government and society. The program of the [lluminati was
the abolition of monarchy and all ordered government; the
sholition of ptivate property; the abolition of inheritance;
the abolition of patriotism; the abolition of the family, and
the abolition of all religion. The Communist Manifesto by
Karl Marx in 1848, which is the basis of presentday com-
munism and socialism, contains this identical program.

To effectuate their purpose, the IHuminati recom-
mended the following methods of propaganda, and here |
am quoting from their official records:

We must acqguice the direction of education—of chureh man-
agamenteof the professorial chair, and of the pulpit Wea must
bring our apiniona inte fashion by every art—apread them among
the people by the help of young writers, Wa must preach the warm-
ast concern for hummmity, and make people indifferent to all other
yelations. Wa must take care that our weiters be well puffed, and
that the reviewers do not depreciate them; therefore we must an-
deavar by every means to gain over the reviewers and jourpalists;
and we must also try to gain the booksellors, who in time will see
that it s to their interest to side with us. -

In view of the avowed purpose of this subversive or-
ganization to get the booksellers on their side 150 years
ago, it will interest you, 1 am sure, to learn that the Van-
guard Press of New York—the publishers of the mislead-
ing radical book, “*America’s 60 Families,”” which Mr, lckes

quoted recently in his address, was established and financed

by the “American Fund for Public Setvice,” ordinarily
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called the Red Garland Fund. Garland, a wealthy, eccentric
young man, set up a trust on his death for the spread of
communist and socialist doctrines. So we can see how the
fundamental ideas promulgated by Weishaupt and his
[luminati a hundred and fifty years ago are still at work
in modern America,

Il Let us consider now the second leg on our tripod,
the American system of free private enterprise. Of course, |
believe, just as any sensible American does, in the reason-
able regulation of business, particularly the so-called natural
monopolies, public utilities, railroads, etc. However, that
regulation should be kept at the minimum necessary to pre-
vent dishonesty and imposition on the public.

Certainly there iz no denying that the American sys-
tem has produced results in respect to physical comfort and
convenience for the masses, the like of which has never
been witnessed in any other country in the world's history.
Yet we find people who enjoy all the comforts and oppor-
tunities that it has broucht inte being, asserting that our
whole economic system is wrong in conception and an utter
failure in practice, Only a few weeks ago one Willis |, Bal-
linger, an employee of the Federal Trade Commission, tes-
tified before the State Judiciary Sub-committee to the effect
that “capitalism has failed and is dead.” That type of sin-
cere individual, along with self-seeking politicians and
genuine radicals, go on spreading reams of misleading in-
formation about the concentration of economic power,
monopolies, child labor, and the allegedly nefarious prac-
tices of so-called “hig business.” Almost all, when pressed
for what they would substitute for the present system, sug-

gest the socialistic concept of “production for use and not"

for profit,” or the same general idea under the more in-

. mocuous designation of “national economic planning.” .
A strong case, it seems to me, can be made out for a

considerable degree of national planning for the so-called
natural resource industries, such as. oil, coal, and water
power, but the economic planning now being advocated
goes far beyond that conception, Mr. John L. Lewis re-
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efficiency resulting from the dilution of individual initiative
and personal responsibility would be staggering, In fact,
national economje pPlanning would be impossible unless we
are willing to sacrifice not merely our Amerjcan system of
Private enterprige, but represeptative democratic govern-

The individual would exist for the state; not the state for
the individua]. Since government in such case would be
planning, in jts opinion at least, for the greatest good of the

misguided, even though weﬂ-intan,tioned, individuals. Thys
in the end, the tripod of human freedom would lose the leg
of religious liberty, In Russia we all know how religious
freedom has disappeared, along with economic freedom and
political freedom as well, : '
Theoretically, state socialism and the Christian re-
ligion are not Incompatible, Byt in actual practice 5 social-
istic government would have to eush both freedom of
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speech and religious liberty—at least so far as any doctrine
preached was at variance with the set program of the state,
This fact has been clearly recognized by all the great social-
ists; by Marz, who said that “Religion is the opiate of the
people,” by Engels as well as more recent exponents of
socialism, such as Lenin and Stalin,

Advocates of the gradual extension of socialism by
Peaceable means have always advanced a simple formula
which, boiled down, amounis to this: Select a period of
great economic distress and political unrest, discredit in
every possible fashion the leadership of the preceding era
of prosperity; blame the ensuing depression on such leader-
ship; then, having destroyed confidence in the previous
regime and its leaders, adopt legislative mmeasures under
guise of emergency that will hinder such confidence from
reviving; and, finally, having thus undermined the only
basis on which private enterprise can prosper, explain to the
unthinking public that, since private individuals will not do
their part in restoring Prosperity, the state, greatly to its

~ regret, must step in and do so through governmental inter-

vention in industry, agriculture, banking, and commerce.

In this connection, note these remarks by Mr, John
W. Hanes, a member of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, before the Central States group of the Investment
Bankers” Association only a few weeks ago:

- Somehody must tal= risks as past of our mechanism of financ-
ing industry, I you decide to “let Ceorge do #," you may find that
Cearge, and perhaps his Unele Sam, may be forcad to do it by de.
famlt. Ilnaction wmay mean that you will write investment banking
off the books,

Mr, Hanes is indeed frank and candid He recognizes

_that under the private enterprise system the maintenance

of employment depends on the continued flow of private
capital into new enterprise. If that flow is interfered with

by confiscatory estate and income tazes, by capital gains

and undistributed earnings taxes and by a general lack of

‘confidence in governmental policies, the stability of the

tripod of freedom will be endangered through the weaken-
ing of its second vital supporting factor, economic liberty.

For the obstacles ohstructing the flow of private capital
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into new enterprise placed there by government itself, if
not soon removed, will certainly provide the excuse for gov-
emmment to step in and supply such capital itself. Then
state socialism will become a fact. George Soule says in the
June number of Harper's: “If the breakdown lasts long
enough, the pressure of unemployment and unsatisfied wants
will force government to take over more and mere of the
functions that private investment is neglecting.” Thus the
free private enterprise system will collapse, the tripod of
freedom will fall, and along with it will go representative
democracy and spiritual freedom in common ruin.

The various forms of taxation I have already alluded
1o are not of course the only adverse influences that are
at work. The threat of government competition, unduly
restrictive regulations regarding security issues, unbalanced
budgets, labor legislation that has failed to place relatively
equal responsibility on both parties concerned, rabble rous-
ing speeches from govermment officials—al] have added to
the general uncertainty in respect to the future.

Iil.  Coming now to the third leg on the tripod, religious
hiberty, it seems clear to me that social righteousness, which
is the true glory of any nation, arises not from the com-
pulsion of laws, but from the spirit in the hearts and souls of
men. In other words, the sole solution of our social ills Kes
not in more govermment, but in the embodiment in our
daily lives as American citizens of the ethical principles of
the Sermon on the Mount, the Parable of the Good Samari-

tan, and the precepts of the Golden Rule. This country -

was settled in large measure by men and women who came
here so that they might worship God as they saw fit. They
risked untold dangers that they might enjoy that privilege.
Religious conviction was to them a driving force not only
in regard to the affairs of their daily existence, but also in
respect to their theory of government., The glory of Chris-

- Hanity is that it ezalts the individual, It encourages men to

know the truth. Knowing the truth makes men free. In
their search for truth, our American forefathers discovered
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the fundamental fact that only under political democracy

can that individual freedom be secured which insures re-
ligious Liberty. They had had experience with authoritarian

~ forms of government. They recognized what recent. events
m Russia and Germany have proved once more; namely,
that the totalitarian state——whether fascistic or socialistic in
character—and the Christian religion do not get along well
together. All-powerful governments and Christianity are as
oil and water; they do not mix, The omnipotent state to
attain its.chosen objectives can brook no interference from
any source, religious or otherwise. To do so would en-
danger its very existence,

Conversely, religious intolerance and higotry lead to
persecution, to the creation of class and sectarian hatveds, to
social disorder and, ultimately, to political despotism. His-
tory shows clearly that the more abundant life in a religious
sense is a concomitant of political democracy. Perhaps the
more abundant life in a purely economic sense might be
temporvarily achieved under the jron hand of a benevolent
dictator, but only at the fearful sacrifice of everything that
the phrase connotes from o political and spiritual viewpoint.

As citizens of the greatest republic the world has ever
known, we should set our minds and hearts like flint against
the whole philosophy of the totahitarian state. Studying
carefully the critical situation that the country faces and the

- lessons that history teaches, we should never cease our ef
forts to strengthen every factor that goes to support the
tripod of freedom. In so doing we must be crusaders both
in word and deed. Words alone will not suffice, for freedom
involves grave personal responsibilities along with its high
privileges, So what we actually do in our business and profes- .
sions day by day must affirm our acknowledgment of that
fundamental prineiple. Only thus can American busines¢ and
professional men provide the intelligent, far-seeing steward-
ship that will sterilize economic and political radicalism
and provide the necessary time in which we may adjust our
complicated economic structure to the amazing technological
advances of the past twenty-five years, Thus we may yet
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evolve a sufficiently increased sense of social responsibility
throughout the republic to enable us to achieve gradually
a genuinely higher standard of living—a truly abundant life
from both a material and a spiritual viewpoint.

In a book by Owen Wister, giving the story of his long
friendship with Theodore Roosevelt, the author recounts
the following incident which took place in 1895:

“How long de you give the gaveroment st Washingten te
last?” I asked Rossevelt and (Henry Cabet) Lodge as we sat lunch-
ing. Those two studenta and writers and makers of history, well
veraed in the catmes which have led to the dewsfall of the empires,
kingdoms, and republics that have had their day and zone inta the
night, were bath silent for a morment, then one of them said: “About
fifty years" Which of the two sot this limit, | do nob recall, | r
remember only that the other 4id not contradict him. ‘

Forty-three of those fifty years have elapsed. What do the

next seven hold? -

In cominon with many of you, I have had the stirring‘

privilege of visiting the great temple of Karnak in upper
Egypt and looking across the Nile at the scattered ruins of
the proud capital city of Thebes, which fourished 3500
years ago. | have stood also at the east portal of the
Parthenon and gazed down from the Acropolis on the re-
mains of the theatres, the market places, and the temples
of ancient Athens. I have sat for hours in the Forum at
Rome. In all three places | have tried to re-create in my
mind’s eye the throngs of well-dressed, intelligent business
and professional men, educators and politicians who lived
among what were then the pulsing centers of those great
civilizations. As I did so, | wondered what they were think-
ing about in the days when, as we know now, their govern-
mental and economic systems were being slowly but surely
undermined. Had they realized sooner the subtle processes
of decay that eventually brought disaster, might not their
actions have changed the course of history? There is no
sure answer. 1he German philosopher, Spengler, asserts
that democracy leads inevitably to liberalism, socialism and
bolshevism. Accustomed as we are to overcoming obstacles,
do we Americans intend to bow to the inevitable without
struggling to the limit to preserve our triped of freedom?
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Oxn September 6, 1938, Miss Margarat A. Lennig, Sovereign of the Celonial Order of the

Crown, entertained the Magna Charts Dames at a Boston Tea Party and Supper at the College

Club. After weleoming har suests, and speaking of the significance of the occasionm, Miss Lennig

called upen Mrs Hallowsll, Mr. Warts, and others, whe spoke briefly, and then wpon M, Wil-

' ham Whitehead Erwin, delagate of the Magna Charte Dames at the unveiling of the Memorial

ahields, whe reported as followa; - ‘

The large placques, some of which our Secisty had prepared and placed in the Parish Church
of Egham, near the ficld of Rusnymade, bearing the coats of arms of our ancestor barons, were
nnveiled on Jume 19th. ) .

A beautiful and most impressive ceremony was held. Thess handsomely executed replicas,
which had been generously presented by descendants of the Suretics, were Rttingly placed avaund
the gallary, with an inseription bencath each, bearing the name of the denor.

This quaint and historic church was filled with distinguished men and women, whe kad com=
to par tribute to the courage of the Barons of 1215.

The Rev. Mr. Tranter conducted the scrvices, and read a telegram he had semt to the King
and Quesn, szpressing sincare loyalty and devetion. He also read their Majestes’ gracious reply
of thanks and apprecintion. After prayer and reading of the Scriptures, Col. Sir Louia Newton
read the four main. clauses of the Great Chazter.

The Right Hon. Lord Alness, in a most inspiring address, outlined the spirie of the timas,
the dramatic acene on the meadow of Runnymede, the barens arrayed againgt the King, the dis-

cantent, and the King unwillingly affizing his seal Lord Alness continued by saying:

‘ In 2n age of speed and meise and strife, we have stepped aside to thia guaint plece to apend
an hour of memory and thanksgiving together, and to draw renewed courage and strength from the
contemplation of the upforgettable past. I hope the hour has not heen misspent. Sure 1 am that
when you and | e benecath the sod, when all the little things that we have.said and done are dear
forgotten, future generations will tell and retell the stery of the Barons of Rumnymede—whe wrong
from an wowilling %ing the priceless heritage of which you and I today, are not only the heirs but
alzo the trusteea, ‘ o

The sclesn, vet thrilling momant eame when Lord Alness, in pulling tha zolden cord, =id—
1 dedicatc these shislde ta the glery of Ged, and i undying memory of the Barana of Runpymede.”
After prayers of thanksgiving ond sengs of praise, the Benedicton followed. :

The Chairman snd members of the Urban Council of Egham entertained the guesta at a te=-
ceptior and tea at Great Fosters, one of Quaen Elizabath's former hunting lodges. Its ancient

9 gardans and ]:Ledgca made & pﬂ‘fcl:t scttng for the oscasion.

4 The Rev. Mr. Tranter ia to ba commended for his untiring afforts in planning and canzplet-
T ing the arrangements for this ceremony, at which your ropresentative was most cardially grocted
2 and honersd; upon hearing of her arrvival he came immediately te greet her, and expresacd his

pleasure in having present s member of The National Society Magna Charta Dames, and before

the unveiling he personally pointad aut the shields which wera your gifte. He aaid:

O yeur return, please give your secisty my best greetings and thank them for their generens
4. coeperation. 1 can assure them that we welcome their gifts as a lasting token of that very friendly
relationship existing between the mother country and her daughter over-seas Whenever your mem-

betrs visit thasa parts, [ shall be delightsd to conduct them around this lovely and very histerie kit
of old England.” ‘

HARTFORD

At “Balbrae,” her beautiful conntry estate, on a superh elevation some cight miles northwest
of Hartfard, Mra. George Jackson Mead, a Regent of the Magna Charta Dames, entertained at =
_reception and tea on Qctober 31, 1938, in honor of Mrs. George Harrison Heuston, President of
the Sociaty; the gnests having been invited to meet the Presideny, the Regenta and other Officers.
Mm. Mead's charming hespitality. will lang be remembered.

[61]
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Invocation
November 1, 1938

The Very Rev. Walter H. Gray, B.D-

Dean, Christ Church Cathedzal
Hartford, Connecticut

GOD, the Almighty Lord of Heaven and earth,
| grant us ithe vision to hold ever dear that freedom
o7 which is our shining heritage from our storied past,
and to defend it against the heavy hand of the oppressor
in any age in which he shall appear.

Make us vigilant, diligent, and courageous in preserv-
ing the liberty which is ours, that we may transmit it un-
shorn to the generations to come. :

Stir our hearts to see the needs of our day; guide our
minds to choose wisely n all troublous times; and fire our
wills to make the kingdoms of this world become the King-
dom of the Lord of Life. .

Bless us in this fellowship today and make us always
mindful that our naoblest privilege is that of serving Thee
and our fellowmen.

All which we ask through our Mediator and Redeemer,
Jesus Christ. Amen. |

rezl
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The Very Rev. Walter H. Gray. B.D.

Born Richmond, Virginia, in {898. Served
in 29th Division, A, E. F. After the war
arndied business administration and law at
several colleges, becoming a member of the
Virginia Bar. Was graduated frem Virginia
Episcopal Theolagical Seminary m 1928,
Served as Assistant Rector, 5t. John's Church,
Hartford, Connecticut, aad Dean, Nativity Pro-
Cathedral, Bethleham, Pennsylvania, befors
beeoming Dean, Christ Church Cathedral,
Hartford. Connectigut, on Janunary 1, 1937,

@ Bachrach

Tea at ““Creat Fosters” following the Magna Charta service at Egham Parish
Church on Sunday, 19th June, 1938. ‘ .

Lord Alnecss iz seated at Tight. Rev. A, C. Tranter, Vicar of Fgham, wearing the
chain of affice ag Chaizman of Egham Urbar Coundil, is standing behind our delegate.
Mrs. William Whitchead Exwin.  See page 61,
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© Clearose Stndio
DE. WALTER FHELI’S HALL

Professor of Histery at Princeton Univereity, was born at Newburgh, New York,
5 May, 1884. ‘

Member: Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Alpha Epsilon: Princeton Club.

He reccived the degree of A B. at Yale University in 1906, and thar of Ph.D. at
Columbia in 1912, ‘
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The Magna Charta and leerty

an Address by

Walter Phelps Hall, Ph. D

delivered before

The National Society Magna Charta Dames
Meeting at The Town and County Club

Hariford, Connecticut

MNovember 1, 1938

Madam President, Magna Charta Dames,
and Fellow Guests:

meeting in the city of Martford. Here, as you
| all know, was hidden in the Charter Oak one of
& hose priceless guarantees of individual liberty
against arbitrary despotic rule; here in early colonial days
precedents were set which happily have not yet been for-
gotten, of the supremacy of law against tyranny.

‘The Norman barons who wrested Magna Charta from
King John set such a precedent. The document in which
they did so makes difficult reading today. [t is very long
and very complicated; it lays down no general principles:
on the contrary its sizty-three articles are confined to very
specific subjects haphazardly arranged, most of which seem
to have no bearing on contemporary affairs. The barons,

‘your ancestors who forced John to sign on the dotted line,

seemed far more interested in such obscure matters as
scuiage, purveyance, and mala tota than in freedom.

"The history of this celebrated- document has been a
checkered one. A century after it was writien it was well-
nigh forgotten. Then in the early seventeenth century

6]

ERY appropriate indeed is the holding of this.
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Magna Charta lived again, and during all the exciting con-
troversies of that time which culminated with the death of

ing Charles and did not subside until the accession of Wil-
iam and Mary to the throne, Magna Charta assumed tre-
mendous importance. During the next century its reputa-
tion continued to grow and it played an important role in
drawing up the indictment of our revolutionary forbears
against King George IIl. Afterwards came reaction. Schol-
ars minutely investigated Magna Charta clause by clause.
They came to think of it as a selfish feudal document not
concerned with the rights of man but with the maintenance
of outworn baronial privilege, the celebrated clause for in-
stance in regard to libri homines, free men, applying not to
Englishmen as such but to a narrow restricted feudal class.

" What is the truth in regard to Magna Charta? Wa

‘may in justice place it somewhere between the two ex-

tremes. It was something less than a guarantee of freedom
to all Englishmen; it was something more than a mere in-
sistence on class interssts. Without reading too much into
its ancient bill of particulars we may justly regard Magna
Charta as the triumphant vindication of two principles: first,
certain customs and laws have more authority than the
king; second, if the king does not enforce these custorns,

then the people have the right to compel him to do s0

by force,

Historically speaking it has heen ohserved that the
British constitution is founded primarily on three docu-
ments. The first is Magna Charta with its two aforemen-
tioned principles. The second is the Petition of Rights
drawn up by Parliament and forced upon Charles 1, and the
third is the Bill of Rights, agreed to by William 11 in 1688,
Like Magna Charta these two lator documents leave glit-
tering generalities to one side. The Petition of Rights limits
the authority of the sovereign in four specific ways; the
Declaration of Rights did the same thing in regard to a
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great many more, among them being free elections to Parlia-

ment, freedom of debate, the independence of the judiciary
from arbitrary executive power. All three documents are
at one in their insistence on individual rights as opposed to
centralized authority.

What meaning have these three documents today? In
my opinion they are in a genuine semse of the word ex-
tremely important. The liberties of the individnal every-
where throughout the world are being sharply curtailed.
Throughout ceniral and eastern FEurope they have faded
away almost completely. The victorious Japanese have as
little use for them as Trotsky, Stalin, Mussolini, or Hitler.
In England, in France and in America they rest, [ am afraid,
upon a rather shaky foundation. The finger of scorn is
pointed at the democracies by Cerman and Italian fascists
alike, a finger of scorn not primarily dirscted against lack
of material power which the democracies still possess but
against the weakness and confusion of belief and thought,
the lack of confidence and a firmly rooted political faith
among the so-called democratic peoples. |

We in America have no difficulty at all in demonstrat-
ing to ourselves what is wrong with Russia. The dictator-
ship of the Communist Party is thoroughly obnoxious to
us; we do not believe that the Christian religion is the opiate
of the people; we regard the theory that all past history is
the history of past struggle as an absurdity; we react
violently against the totalitarian regimentation of Russian
life, the crushing uniformities imposed by Stalin upon the
Russian peoples. With Rudyard Kipling and John Bunyan
we ate agreed,

Mo dealing with Diabelus
As long az Mansoul stands.

We also are quite sure that mﬁtemporary Germany is, .
to put it mildly, on the wrong path. The fact that today
even life itself is not safe for any. Jew between the Rhine
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and the Russian border we attribute, and attribute rightly
to the Nazi nightmare of Aryan supremacy. Christianity can
no more thrive in Nazi Germany than in Russia, nor can

 individual enterprise whether it be intellectual or economic.

German biology and anthropelogy is as absurd a coniza-
diction in terms as Marsian mathemathics. . The cruel and

" bloody despotism of that unholy trinity, Goebbels, Goehring

and Hitler is as obnoxious in the sight of God and man, as
that dismal creed which emanates from Karl Marx and is
personified by Nicolai Lenin and Joseph Stalin.

Italy I leave out of the picture. In the last analysis
Mussolini is but the bersonification of a Renaissance con-

dottieri chief. But the German fascists and the Russian

communists have western civilization by the throat and
by the hair, They have not only destroyed political liberty,
the right to participate in government, but they have wiped

out civil liberty as wel], mcluding those guarantees of per--

sonal freedom which we associate with the writ of habess
corpus, with free speech, with religious tolerance, with pri-
vate property, rights painfully and slowly wrested from
arbitrary authority throughout the centuries, precedents
slowly builded upon precedents, constantly reafhrimed,
strengthened and arystallized into accepted custom,

These dectrines which come to us from Moscow and
Berlin, so alien to American precedent, are infiltrating with-
in our country, They are poisonous influences adversely
affecting us today; but they are not the only ones. Why is
it we may well ask that the western democracies are so
supine before the threats of fascism and communism? The
Answer in part may be found, ] think, in our own uncer-
tainty in regard to our own ideals; and to an analysis of
that uncertainty I would like to devote the remainder of
this address. ‘

Liberty, in the true sense of the word, lies in keeping
an ever waichful eye on governmenta] authority lest it

{e8]
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merge into tyranny. As at the time of Magna Charta, so
now, these must be rights which no sovereign, whether
King, Parliament, President, German Fuhver, the Secretary
of the Russian Communist party, ot even democratic ma-
jorities can destroy. The old idea that there are natural
rights, such as private property and the privileges and re-
sponsibilities associated with parenthood, antecedent to all
government and superior to all government, is now un-
fortunately regarded as a myth. So much the worse for us,
To preserve liberty we must protect ourselves from the
omnipotence of the state, whether it be a democratic state
or an oligarchic one. - o

These natural rights have heen laughed out of court
in Fastern Europe and now unfortunately to no inconsider-
able degree they are being disregarded in our country. It
is easy enough to discover the mote in the fascist eye and

" in the eye of the communist, but how shout our own? ls
there a mote growing there? Is it possible to have a demo-

- cratic despotism (spelled with a small d to escape charges
of partisan politics) just as tyrannical, just as dangerous
to liberty as any emanating from fascist or communist
sources? '

In my opinion there is such a danger. We in America
have tended to drift away from representative government,
toward a kind of delegate government whereby our repre-
sentatives and senators cease to be free and independent

" and sink to the role of mere agents, puppets who do what
they are told. We forget that magnificent letter of Edmund
Burke to the electors of Bristol in which he informed his
constituents that he was not in Parliament to do their bidding
but to follow the dictates of his own consciencs,

Furthermore, the sage waming of Thomas Jeffetson
that a free democracy rests on widely diffused property

. rights is heard less and less from our public platfonns.. Mii-
lions of people whose daily hread depends npon the will of
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peliticians will tend to vote as those politicians decree. The
corrupt influence of larger and ever larger largesses bestowed
UpoDn a restless and propertyless class of men and women,
undermines the whole concept of historic democracy as a
force making for individual freedom,

Not long ago we thrived, or suffered, under what was
called the N.R.A,, since declared unconstitutional by the
courts. A little NNR.A. passed by the sovereign legislature
of my home state of New Jersey made it illegal for a barber
to cut hair at a price under fifty cents: upon which [ harbored
thoughts of putting a chair in the middle of the Princeton
campus and advertising that | would serve all comers at
ten cents a hair cut. Not long ago we thrived, or suffered,
under what was called the AAA., whereby farmers to all
intent and purpose were inhibited from sowing their own
land with their own wheat, and although the A.A.A. also
was declared unconstitutional the present agricultural act

virtually establishes the same control,

Now I am aware that laws similar to the above take
place in the name of democracy, and that under the present
agricultural act cheques from Washington to farmers who
withdraw land from cultivation are only sent after a
faverable majority vote. I am not denying that such action
may be democratic. But it also, none the less, is an attack
on liberty, Democracy carried to an extreme will end
Liberty. This is not a question of economics or of social
welfare but of fact, and therefore it seems to me not only
silly but a trifle hypoeritical to bemoan the loss of liberty
in Germany while condoning it in Ameriea,

~ The advance toward a totalitarian state of affairs in
the United States is retarded, fortunately enough, by a
number of factors. The separation of powers which our
Constitution provides for, the popularity of the Supreme
Court in the minds of most people, the individualistic tradi-
tion of the frontier, all still survive. We st believe in pri-
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vate property; we still believe that parents are the best
judges as to the welfare of their children; and [ am confident
that a majority of the skilled workmen believe that they in-
dividually should determine for themselves whether or not
they should become members of trade unions.

‘But how long will these beliefs persist? They are now
under fire and threatened with extinction not only from
the anti-democratic tidal waves flowing in on us from Rus-

~ gia and Germany but also from a no less dangerous wave
of ulira democracy which is of domestic origin. Com-
munism with its sacred writings and implacable dogma is a
kind of religion served by its own high priesis. German
fascism similarly is a religion with millions of devotees,

. having Mein Kampf for Bible and Adolf Hitler for prophet.
It is Christianity in reverse. Not blessed are the meck, the
gentle and the peacemakers, but cursed are the meek and
the gentle, and blessed are the bold and the valiant and the
warriors for they shall inherit the earth. Does democracy,
one ponders, inherit this same fatal tendency to become a
religion? ‘

I atn afraid that it does. Too many unthinking Ameri-
cans tend to make democracy voincide with Christianity,
and to attribute to it the sum of all virtues, This scems to
me to be a fatal error. We drifted into the last World War
with an ideological watch word on our lips, “Make the
world safe for democracy.” I hope we do not do the same

* with the next war. It is so long since the French Revolu-
tion that we have forgotten that democracy offers just as
good opportunities for tyranny as contemporary ideologies
imported from Europe. ) ‘

The future welfare of the American people will, it
seems to me, be determined quite as much by keeping one
glance backward on the historic path over which it has
travelled, as by turning its eyes exclusively on the thorny
path ahead. To be sure we must study carefully the thorny >
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path ahead and realize that we can never return to the era
of the founding fathers. We cannot build America on
Magna Charta alone. At the same time America tnay be-
come a sorry place in which to live if we forget Magna
Charta, The equipoise, the balance, between true liberty

#0131 P 0125013

and authority is hard to find, and even if found it is hard

to keep. The one thing we may be sure about concerning
authority i¢ that it must not hecome too predominant, too
overwhelming, too highly esteemed. Lust of power is al-
most an instinct with some, and frequently these who have
the best intentions in the world will end by using their
authority to kill liberty,

Please do not misunderstand me in regard to democracy.

- If by democeracy one means that all men are equal before -

the law it has a genuinely spiritual significance. If by it,
however, you mean that majorities should rule then | main-
tain that rights must be reserved to the individnal which
are beyond the reach of a mere majority. If they are not

so reserved and stoutly defended then a democratic tyranny

will follow as inevitably as it did in the days of the French
Revolution. ' ‘
The right way, in my opinion, to combat fascism and
communism in this country is not to hurl against these
two heretical and impassioned faiths an equally impassioned
religion ecalled democracy, but rather to improve and
strengthen our democratic form of government by limit-
ing arbitraty power and by endeavoring to restore self-
respect and independence of thought and action to the many
millions of persons unemployed and receiving state relief,

If the twelve million unemployed in this country had jobs

and if two thirds of them owned their own homes then I
would have little fear for democracy.,

The Society of Magna Charta Dames is a patriotic
organization which finds its inspiration in ancestors who in
the dim past forced an arbitrary king to his knees, It is
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now being addressed by a teacher of history who also con-
stantly looks hack inte bygone records for patriotic inspira-
ton. I have found it in many places but in none more
sharply or more poignantly put than in the sermon of a
certain Mr. Cappe of York, England, in the eighteenth cen-
tury, who got in trouble with the authorities of his day for
voicing these hopes about America:

"It may be,” he said, “in the purposes of Providence, vm yon -
westarn shoves, to raise the bulwark of a purer refarmation thay
ever Britain patrenized: to found a less burthensome, more ans-
picious, stable, and incorruptible severnment thag cver Britain Las
cnjoyed; and to establish there a aystem of law mors just and mmpla
in ity principles, less intricate, dubisus, and dilatory in its procesd-
ings, more mild and equitable in s sanctions, more easy and more
certain ig ita execqtion: whereix no man can srr threugh ignoranes
of what concerna Mm, or want justice through poverty or weak-
ness, or escape it by lagal artifies, or civil privileges of interpoain
power; wherein the rule of conduct shall not be hidden or diaguix

- In the language of principles and customs that died with the bar.
bariam which gave them birth; wherein Lasty formulas shall not dis
aipate tha vaverance that ja due te the tribuoals and transacHons
of justice; whorein ohsolete preacripts shall net pervert, nor entangle,
nor_impede, the administration of i, ne? in any instance expose it
to derision or to disreard; whersein misrepresentation shall hava ne
share in deeiding upon rights and truth: and wnder which no man
ehall srow great by the wages of chicanery, or thrive by the quar-
rels that are ruinous ts his employers.”

Ladies and gentlemen, a fairer or a more just goal was
never set for any country. We have some distance yet to
go before we attain it. May you and I do all that lies within
our power to bring it nearer. In just six weeks we shall
look back not to Runnymede, but to Bethlehem, for the
answer to these questions which so greatly disturb us today.,
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Mrs. Houston warmly thanked Dr, Hall for his address,
and expressed the earnest wish that he might again address
us. She concluded by saying:

Qur Society is in a Hourishing condition, with mem-
bers in every state but Nevada. However, I wouldn't recom-
mend that some of you go to Reno in order to remedy that
omission! ‘

I have often been asked the purpose of our Society.
What is it for which the Magna Charta Society stands? And
I ight liken our heritage to a charter oak, which has its roots

deep in history and tradition, and its branches strong, reach-

ing up toward the sky and spreading wide across land and
sea, to shelter us in America as well as our cousins in Eng-
land, Let us, then, constitute ourselves a guard of honor,
to see that no vandal strikes off any of these branches, and
that no parasite fastens upon our great oak to drain its life

| and vitality, ‘

Mrs. Wurts then made the following announcement:

Very reluctantly the Council has to announce to the
Society the fact that Mrs, George Harrison Houston, who
has so ably and graciously filled the office of President for
the past three years, has felt that it is necessary, with this
meeting, to relinguish her office as President. These three

years have been very important ones for our Society; they

have been years when more and more in the world ahout
us equitable principles, the foundation of the Constitution
and laws of all Christendom, have been too far disregarded.

[74],
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There are those who seek to cast aside all past imstitutions
and to press feverishly on in search of something new which
they hope might solve the problems of today, and they would
question the value of such a Society as this. It is for uvs to
call them back to solid foundations.

Throushout her term of office, Mrs. Houston, with the

‘help of her able hushand, has broadened the spirit and pur-

pose of this Society, and has made it increasingly an instru-
ment through which its members and friends might be
aroused to a sense of individual responsibility. ‘
We have only to recall the messages of the speakers
secured by them to appreciate the tremendous service which
Mr. and Mrs. Houston have rendered, In June 1936, Mr.
Houston made his own magnificent. contribution in his ad-

~ dress, “The American Syster.” Every time I read these ad-
dresses in our publications, | am impressed anew with their

power, and we ate grateful that in printed form they are

“ reaching a far greater number than our own membership.

In addition to these publications, we have other visible

~ reminders of Mrs. Houston's efforts.

First, in the steady increase in membership, which has
registered the growing interest of the American people in
that from which their privileges have come,

Second, in the restoration of a beautiful mantel in the
Powel House in Philadelphia as a memorial to our late Presi-
dent, Mrs. James Large, and .

 Third, in the founding of a superb genealogical library
which gives promise of being the finest of its kind in the
United States. '

Those of us who have been intimately associated with
Mrs. Houston in the affairs of the Society have appreciated
her quiet, kindly dignity and her wise counsel, and on be-
half of the Society I speak these sincere words of apprecia-
tion of her as a gracious hostess and presiding officer.

Although there is for all of us a sense of deep regret

[73]

#0131 P 0157018




10/30/2011

13:34 16105310532

#0131 P O16/013

Copyright 2012 National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons

that she relinquishes her office, is it not more fitting that we

 emphasize to her our profound gratide for the serviee

‘which she has rendered to our Society, knowing that even

though she relinguishes to another her present office, she
as Honorary President will continue to be a devoted counsel-
lor, ready to support our every effort.

Mrs. Houston: With this meeting | say good-bye to
you as President of the Society. The office is too dis-
tinguished for one person to hold for too long a time. There
has been elected as President one who is descended from
very distinguished families, a person widely noted in patriotic
and philanthropic work: Mrs. James Starr. Just ten years
ago she was nominated for President, but she declined the
nomination, because she felt compelled to do so by other
duties which claimed her fime. Now we have chosen her
again, she is especially fitted to lead us, and I take great
pleasure in introducing our new president.

Mrs. Starr: | do not recognize myself at all in this won-

“derful introduction. It is with the deepest regret that we

were unable to induce Mrs. Houston to continue in office,
and only because she would not, would I accept this honor.

It seems to me that the world is now witnessing the
same problems as did the Barons of England in 1215, Would
that we, their descendants, might have such courage as theirs

when, at Runnemede, they won for us the hiberties we now

enjoy. We must he worthy of the great sacrifices they made,
and be alert to maintain these rights. With discontent and
open violence at home and abroad, it is our responsibility,
as well as our privilege, to express our convictions. We must
not be apathetic. Every one of us should vote, knowing the
reasons for supporting our candidates for office, our Govern-
ment, and our constitution, and we should fearlessly assume
the responsibility of deciding for ourselves what is right, and
openly condemn what is wrong.

In accepting the office of President, I do so feeling my
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own inadequacy to fill it as our Retiring President has so
ably done. Ineed the grace which she has in such abundance,
and I need the help of each and every one of my fellow mem-
bers. Together let us carry forward the banners of the
Rarons which we have inherited. :

THE. ABOVE. BOOKPLATE |
Cu : with name of the doner written in the blank apace
is being pasted in the books
a3 they are received for the Hbrary

Any books not needed by members and friends for
their own shelves will be gladly received, especially books,
magazines, or pamphlets containing history, biography or
genealogy, also year books issued by other Societies and
Libraries. -
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Mrs. ,'%meph C_ von Schwinbeck {Flizabtth West) Missouri
Mrs. Fioley Johnson Shepard, (Helen Milter Gould) Naw York
Moy James Franets Suilivan (Ludus Romaine Nichols) Badnor
Misg Susam Shr!li;E!an'ies Eentugky
Misy Alice Eiirs Trabus A Taouisville
Primcess Plorre Troubstloy {Amdlie Louise Rives) Virginia
Mg Paul £ Washburn (Elizabsth Read Wurtis) Massachuzetts

Sacretary end Treagurer: 125 MARCARET CURTLS MERRIYT

For conveniepee kindty address all cortaspondence to ‘tha Society’'s

Post Office

[791

Box, Mo, 4322, Philadeiphiz, Pa-

#0131 P. 0135019
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