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The National 'Societgl "
. Magna Charta Dames

Meeting af the Barclay in .Philadelphia
' November 9, 1948 '

lnetituted on Mareh 1st, 1909, at the Capito]l of
the United States, in the City of Washingtun; An
heveditary Order it iz dirscted by a2 Couneil and"com-
posed of women who are lineal descendants of one or
more of the Barans of England who in or before the
vesr 1215 rendered actuzl service teward securing,
and whe, after many defeats, fnally did secure the
articles of conshiutiona] Lberty, properly called the
Magpz Charta, from their sovereion, John, King of
Exgland, whick he ratified and delivered to them “in
the meadow which is called Runnemede hetween
Windsor and Stai‘m:s," on the T}.\am\:s, above London,

on the 15th day of june. A Do 1215,

‘ A&diﬁonal copies of this Address
will be sent if requested.

N
e
ek,
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The National Society
An Hereditary Order ‘

ngnc: Charta Dames
Instituted March 1,‘1909

Oficers
Presideni: Miss Avice EIfzasErE TRABUE

Fice-President: Mys, Touw %, Woars (Dorothy Barrert Williams)
Fige-President: Mrs. Jorw CLariin (Elizabeth Hepling Stewart)
Vice-President: Mus, WiiTuwa Hesny Dowses (Idora White Browsing)
Vieo-President: Mus, Joms Leesagp Eoxer (Berenice Long)
Fite-President : Mzs. Ronenr PooLr Hoorer (Marion Gramt Eaylies)
FieePregident: Miss Evsice LaTigops
Vice-Presidant; Mrs. Evcene Fowizk Mazgs {Anfie Nyce Kalar)
Ficg-Frestdent: My, Avton Brotwxs Papmen (Azzelia Day Campbell)
Fice-President: Mzs, Fravcis B, Sreawnripce (Anns Eates Hacker)

. Registrar: Misz Rost M. Tavlon
tlerald Ganergl: Mus, Fowais €. Trorn {Céleste Heckscher)
Chancellor: Joun 5. WoErTs

Regent Gengrol: Miss Frizasers Framer WasHINGTON

Regents:

Mrs Carl Bowers Andrews {Lanrs Aun Mearnlh)
Mr= Pater Arrington (Katherins Ciack Pandleton)
Mrs Harry Clark Boden (Margserite duPont Ortiz)
Mizs Carnelis Magruder Bawie
Mrs. Walter Dodd Condit (A Llayd Hord)
Mrs. Lyzander B, Conwsy (Mildrad Merrill Hoga)
Mizs Eltrabeth Craig
Miss Adefaide Milton de (iroot
Mre James Mzpes Dodge (Josephine Kem)
Mrs, Chichester dul*ont (Mary Richard Chicheater) -
Mrs, Lanrence H. Eldredge (Helen Biddle Cans)
Mra. Alemander Gordon (Elizaheth Southall Clarls)
Mrs. Gordon A Hardwick (Marjory Taylor)

, Mrs. Joseph Walles Bandarcon {Anne Bzler Dreshach)
Mrs. Fohn Adama Hillman (Tzabel Wists Page)
The Princess Kaplanoff (Vernon Magofin)
Mrz, Douglass Wheeler Eing {Fennie Farris Railey)
Miss Marmaret Antainette Lennig
Mrs, James Hamition Lewis {Raoge Lawton Detylas)
Mra, Wiltiam E. Lockwood, Tr. (Helen Haroie: Hodge)

*, My Macned of Barra (Marie Stevens)

AMrs, Cyrns Grifin Martin (Fosaling Ewing)
Mrs. George Wasiingron MeCoy (Elizabett {olling)
Mixs Mary Winder Morria
Mrs, Edward Stephen Moulton {Elizabett, Edge Armington)
Diss Mary Lomisa Beatriee Olaoit
Mrz. Homet Day Ranldn (Flosenee West)
Mrs Qacar Herbert Rizxford {Ellzaboth May Leach)
Mrs, Harrison Eobettson (Marion Morgan Richardson}
Migs Helen Semple
Mra. Thomas 1. Thacher (Fleasor Burroughks Maorriz)
Miss Susan Starling Towias
Mre Paul C. Washburm (Elizabeth Reed Waurgs)
Mrs. Walter Charles White (Mary Virginia Saunders}
Mrs. William Fackson Young {Ireng Tagpart)

Seoratorier:

. Mrzs Mascapsr CuRTIS MERRTTT
Miss Errzapere Frsxre Waswixeron
O Mizg Errzawesnm Winszow Dyiims

Vor conveniente kindly address orsespoadence to
IO, Box 4223, Dhiladelphia, ¥a,
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The National Saciety‘ Magna Charta Dames

meeting on November 9, 1948, in celebration of the Seven hundred
and thirt_sr-fdprth anniversary of that day in the year 1214 when, led
by Archbishop Stephen Langton, the Barons took their solemn oath
before the high altar in the Abbey at Saint Edmunds-Bury, that they
would stand united in compelling the King to restore the ancient

liberties.

]

Luncheon at The Barclay at One o'dock

Seen at the President's TaElr.:. seated in the following order, were:

Mirs. Chichester duPont
Couﬁt de Trampe

Countess Bart\oc:cirF ontana
Col. William Innes Forhes
" Mrs. William H. Donner
‘Mr. Saznuel F.alugfqn -
Mss. Alton B. Parker
Rev. Carl Mclatire

Miss Alice E. Trabue

Mr, Thomas Hart

Mrs. Robert P, Hooper
Rev. John Craig Roak
Mrs. Edward Q. Troth
Mr. William Wurts Harmar
. Countess de Trampe

; Ms. Carl Mclntre
Mr. Joseph Knox F oInance

- M. .C'xéorge Blizht Robinson -

‘Rev. Charles B. Du Bell

Miss Elizabeth F. Washington
Mr. Thomas E. Wynne

'Mrsl. John Craig Roak
.Mr. Louis I. Matthews

Mrs. Franeis A. Lewis
Mr. FErwin Clarkson Carrett

" Miss Adelaide M.‘de_ Groot

Rev. Andrew Mutch
Miss Mgry Oleott

'Mr. T. Garland Tinsley

Miss Comelia M. Bowie
Count Ba_rtocéi—Fontana
Mr. Joseph W. Henderson
Miss Mildred W. Lee
Mr. H. Birchard Taylor .
Mt John 8. Wurts

Mizs, Atherton Macondray -

-The guests havine found their places at the tables, Miss Trabuve called ‘
on Mr. Reak to offer the Invocation.
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‘ Rev, John Craig Reak, S.T.B., D.D., 2 native of Philadelphia: Educated University of .
Penngylvania, '21, Divinity Scheo] of the Protcetant Episcopal Church, *29; Served ar St
Fanl's Church.‘Waco, Texas; Established the Church of the Resurraction, Mayfair: Curate, “
5t. Paul's Church, Overbrook; Rector, Glora Dei (Qld Swedes'j Chuzrch, Philadelphia; .
Received honorary degrae of D.D. from: Upsala College, Sweden, in 1946, '
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Invocation

offered by

- The Reverend John Craig Roak -

. LORD, GOD of Hosts, Who dost order all the kingdoms of the werld
O according to Thy good pleasure: We give Thee humble thanks for
| Thy favor and goodness to our land; for upholding us with Thy
mighty power in all the ways by which, from age to age, Thou hast led us; for
granting unto us opportunities of service in many partz of the world: and en-
abling us to extend Thy Kingdom amongst people that have not known Thee,

We beseech Thee to continue Thy loving kindness to us that, united, fres

and mindful of our stewardship, we may, through Thy grace, so fulfl Thy

| purpose that our land may be a witpess to Thee among the nations of the
world, to the advancement of Thy glory and the good of -ali mankind,

We thank Thee, O Lord, for ali Thy mercies to us; for our health, friends, -
food and raiment. And above all, we give Thee most hearty thanks for send.
ing Thine only Son inte the world to redeem us from sin.

Help us, O Father, to know Thy will and, knowing it, to devote ourselves
to the advancement of Thy Purposes, with that joy which, in Heaven, accom-

panies the doing of Thy will. And now, as our Saviour, Jesus Christ, has
taught us, we say ' ' '

Our Father Which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass acainst
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: Foy Thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen, ‘

LORD, bless this food te our use and us to Thy loving service. Give us

grateful hearts, provide for the wanis of those at this hour in need all over
the world. We ask it in Christ's name. Amen

K
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ests present on 5 O¢casion were;

" Mrs. Norman 3. Alexander, M. and Mrge. Henry L. Appleton, Mrs. Charles Hanwy -

Arndt, Mrs, David B. Arnde, Me, Jobn F. Armdt, Mrs. Rebert N. D, Arndt, Mrs, J. Paul

Austin, Mz, and Mrs. Thomas H. Baternan, Mrs. Harey H. Bates, Mrs, William A Bartle,

Mre. H, W. Bauer, Miss Grace D, Baylies, Mrs, Henry Doz Boenning, Miss Cornelia M.
Bowie, Mrs. Flon J. Buckley, Mrs. Edzar J. Bullock, Mers, Ralph Cox Buasser, Mrs,

-Howard Butcher, Jr., Miss Elaie Butterworth, Commander Harold C. Carlson, Mrs. John

T. Carpenter, Mra. Emily D. Chamberlais, Mrs. Randolph Chandler, Mrs. John AJoms

Chapman, Mrz, Gershom W. Clark, Mss. George B. Clothier, Mrs. Samuel D, Clyde,
Mrs. David W. Coates, Mra, E. Dodd Condit, Mrs. ‘Walter Dodd Condir, M. ¢ .

Coolbaugh, Mrs. James B. Craizhead, M, Edward Creighton, Mrs. Fred §. Davis, Miss
Adelaide de Groat, ‘Count’ and Conntess de Trampe, M. Flom K. Dickinson, Mgs.
Charles Bosne Doak, Mrs, Benjamin D. Doane, Mre. Wiiliam H. Ponner; Miss Craca
Hawley Dayle. Rav. Chagles B, DuBell, Miss Elizabeth W, Dulles, Mre_ Chichester duPont,
M, H. Belin duPont, Me.. Jozse F. Durfee, Mra. Ceorge H. Eckhardt, Miss Edler,
Mzs. Laurence H. Eldredge, Mrs. James H. Emack, Mrs, Charlez Emery, Mr, and Mas.

. Lewis H. Esler, Mrs. Laura Y. Finehout, Mrs. Frod Fischer, Mrs, Pereival E. Foerderer,

Count and Countess Bartocei-Fontapa, Mra. A. Giraud Foote, Colonel William lanes
Forbes, Mr, Jozenh Kuox Fomsnee, Mss, Charles P. Foz, Mrs. Wiliam S, Freeman,
Mes., Lawrence ]. Fuller, Mr. Erwin Clarkson Garrett, Mes, B. M, Gaston, Jr, Mrs.
Ellwood K. Gilbert, Mgs. Edwin D. Clauser, Mra. . Thomas C, Grace, Mrz. Thomas 5.
Greenwood, Miss Margarer R, Grundy, Mrs. E. L. Haznizeh, Mrs, John L. Hagan, Mrs.
3: Henry Hamilton, My, Cordon A, MHardwick, Mr, Williazm Weres Harmar, Mr. Thomas
Hart,  Miss Hartwell, Mrs. Georze B, Harvey, Mrs, Thomas B. Harvey, Mrs. Luella B.
Hedley, Mzs. Helm, Mz, Joseph W. Mendemon, Mrs, O, H, Hett, Mrs.- N. W, Hill, Maza.
Henry Holmes, Mre. James Hooper, Mrs. Roberi P. Huoper, Mra. William T, Hazd,
Mr. Caleh W, Horner, Mr, Peter T. Hornor, Mrs. William M. Hornor, Mr. &, . Honston,
Mrs, Ralph B. Howland, Mgs. Hoyos, Miss Elizabeth Hugsins, Mrs. Joseph M. Huston,
Mrs. E H. Jewett, The Princess Kaplanoff, Mrs. Guatav Ketterer, Mrs. Cans King, Ds
Helen Dean Kins, Mis. John D, Lomond, Mrs. William M. Lanterman, Mra. Landreth
Lee Layton, Jr, Miss Marianne Gibba Layton, Mise Mildred W, Les, Mrs. Alfred Dix
Leeson, Miss Edith Linegln Leonard, Mys, Francis A, Lewis, Mis: Jeanne Warfiald Lawis,
Mm. Leroy Moody Lewis, Mrs, Samuel C. Loveland, M, Edward F. lakens, Mrs.
Atherton Macondray, Miss Dorothy Helm Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Lowis L Matthews, Mra.
William J. MeCaban, jr., Mrs. Samuel MaCreery, Mzs. Robert H, McCurdy, Mrs, Harley
T. MeDermott, Mrs, Clayton McElrey, Rev. and Mrs. Carl Melntire, Mre, Chadas 5.
Morizon, Mizs Mary Winder Morris, Mre. Frederiek N Morton, Rev. Andrew Mutch,

. Mra. C. C. Nauala, Mrs, Winthrop C, Neilson, Miss Mary Oleott, Mrs. Charles Palmery,

Mrs. Altor B.-Parker, Mra, Edgar Paul, Mize Mary Landell Panl, Mes lsaac A, Penny-
packer, Mr. and Mrs, John Howard Phillips, Mrs. Paul M. Phillips, Mis: Irena M. Pistaris,
Mrs, Mortan M. Prentia, Mrs. Walter E. Pridgen, Mra, Frederiel A, Rainey, Dr, and Mrs.
Thaddeus Rich, Mre. Aldan B, Richardson, Mrs, Rusze]l Richardaon, Mra. Neville R.
Ridgely, Mrs. Thomas B, K, Ritze, Rev. and M. Joby# Creig Resk, Mr. George Blight
Robinson, Mrs. Sterling 5t John, Murs, Leonard Schoff, Miss Helen Semple, Mrs. Hooper
Service, Mrs. Edwin P, Shattugk, Dr, and Mrs. Danial M. Shewbrooks, Mre. Walter Penn
Skipley, Miss Florence Sibley, Mys, Maurica W. 8loan, Mrs, Bobest F, Emallwood, Mzs.
Arthur Dearbarn Smith, M. Vincent Smith, Mrs, Lewis & Sozley, Mrs. Framecis R
Strawbridge, Mrs, Francis R, Strawbridge, Jr, M E. E. Sullivan, Misz Dorothy W.
Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. 4. Birchard Taylor, Miss Rose M. Taylor, Mzs. William L. Tayler,

' Mrz. Begjamin 8. Thayer, Mr. T. Garland Tinslay, Mra. William T. Tonner, Miss Alica
. E. Trabue, Mis. Edward O. Trath, Mrs, Hargld Tschudi, Misa Marzuarite Valenting, Mys_

Robert Walker, M, Warner, Miss Elizabeth £, Washington, M., Joseph E. Wayne,
Mise Mary Flizghaoth Webber, M. Edward E, White, Mrs, Thomas Roberts White, Mrs.
J. Rickard Wiggin, Mr, Irs Hampton Williams, Mes, Richard G. Woodbridge, Jr., Mzs.
Asthur Woolley-Hart, Mra. J. Pilkng Wright, Mr. and Mrz, Jobhn 8, Wurts, Mr. Thomas
E. Wynne, Mra. Farnham Yardley, and Mus, Q. F Zum,

Luncheon having heen served, President Trabue warmly spoke the follow-
ing greeting: oL

Fellow Members of the Magna Charta Dames and Guests -

Once more it is my pleasure and privilege to welcome vou, and to meet
with you in this historie City, where mer the Continental Congress. Here we

#0115 P.O0G/031
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which are asis of our Declaration of Independence and of the Constitution
of these United States, and of the laws of all Christendoml

Tt is most approprate to have with us again the Rev. Carl Mclntire as ':_::ur.

guest speaker, » minister of the Gospel—for was it not a minister, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Siephen Langton, who led the English Barons in their

great uprising and strugsle with the tyrannical King John snd his centralized

power in the year 1215, 733 years ago. Magna Charia was obtained on the:

Field of Runnemeds by strugole and conflict, and ecan only be retained by
constant vigilanee, for today, after all these years, the principles incorporated
therein seem in greater peril than for many centurics. We must dedicate our-
selves anew to the protection of these principles which are the foundation of
our Constitotion, and from which some of our politicians are wandering far
afield in their paternalistic programs.

- We are very happy and thankful in having with us today both Mr. and
Mrs. John 8. Wurts, as at our last two meetings one or the other of them
was unable to be present on account of extreme illness. ‘

W¢ are also delichted to have with us some very dmtmwmshﬁd ptoph:

representing other hereditary Societies, whom I wish to mtrodut‘e

Colonel William Innes Forbes, Honorary President
Pennsylvania Society Sons of the Revolution‘

Samuel F, Houston, LL. I3, President
Society of the War 1812

Mz H. Birchard Taylor, President o el an

American of Roval Descent

Mrs. Edward Oshorne Troth, Soversign
Colenial Crder of the Crown

Mz Georze Blight Robinson, Fice President .‘
Society of Descendants of Knights of the Garter

Mr, Louis I Matthews, Governor
The Mayfiower Sc:c:icty

" Mr. Thomas Elliott Wynme, President
The Welcome Society

Joseph W. Henderson, Esq., Fresident
The 5t Andrews Society of Philadelphia

Mz Erwin Clarkson Garrett, sz-mar
The Plantagenet Society

Thomas Hart, Esq., Governor
Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Pcnna}hanm

Misz Mildred W. Lc;c, President
Colonial Dames of America, Philadelphia Chapter

Mrs. Atherton Macondray, President | :
Colontal Datmes of America, Washington Chapter

" Mrs. Franeis A Lewis, President
- National Society of Co]omal Dames iz Pennsylvania

M. Sammel §3untm Lewis, Pre,mdeut
Colomjz] Society of Pennsylvania

Jozeph Enox Fornance, Esq, Secretary
ennsylvania Socety of the Cincianat

#0115 P 003031
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follows:

Madame President, Magna Charta Dames, and Fellow Guests:

You have graciously asked me here to represent the Society of the War of
1812, While this Society represents a late period 'in American history, it ig

the second oldest hereditary Society. The Order of the Cincinnati was founded

shortly after the Surrender at Yorktown. Our Society was founded September
14ih, 1814, when the ink was hardly dry on Francis Seott Key's immortal
lines, “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

When War was declared in the summer of. 1812, Ensland was giraining .

every nerve in her gigantic efforts against Napoleon, At that time we had a
few brilliant and romantic engagements at sea. But i in 1814 it was a different

story. Napoleon was in exile; the Furopean war was ended.

In August 1814, the White Hous:: had been burned. A British fleet was
in Chesapeake Bay Baltimore was mvested

Cur five representatives were in Ghent to negotiate a peace. They were
handed an ultimatum that would have practically destroyed the United States,
These men, Henry Clay,. Jonathan Russell, Albert Gallatin, James Bayard
and John Quincy Adams, were at their wit's end to save thefr conntry from
terrible humiliation and destruction,

All this gloom disappearad on October 17th when news came that General
Ross, at the head of the troops atta.ckmg Ealtimore, had been killed; that his
troops had returned to their ships and were sailing away from Baltimore; that
the Cenadian army following Burzoyne's steps had been routed; and that
Captain O, H. Perry had sent hiz fameus message from Lake Erje: “We have
mef the enemy and they are ours.” A just treaty was signed on Christmas Eve,

1814, The crisis had been terrible.

So, Northern Maine; the Great Lakes and their tributaries; the Mississippi
River; and the territory between the Ohio River and the Great Lakes, were
not taken frum 'our strugsling ancestors. ‘

At the end Df the War of 1812, and ever after we have l:ha,nkfully
Tepeated
"“Blest with victory and peace, may the Heaven nurtured land
‘ Praise the God Who has made, and presgrved, us a Nation."

#0115 PoO10/031
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" Miss Trabue, Magna Charla Dames :

I came here with pleasure today as I remember what an enjoyable time
I had at your last Annual Meetins. '

Having been requested to say a word about patriotism, | would call te
your attention that after the Revolutionary War and for an additional one
hundred years, patriotism was at & low ebb, except during and for a few

years after the War of 1812, the Mexican War and the Civil War.

At‘the unveiling of the Bunker Hill Monument, on April 17th, 1875, the
chajrmgn in his Address said: “All the First Centennial Anniversaries were
most auspicious and, -as the Batile of Bunker Hill made the Declaration of

Independence @ Jogical necessity, so we may trust that this celebration will

lead to the still greater success of the National Jubilee of 1876, to be observed

in Philadelphia.” And the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition did indeed start

& wave of patriotism in the United States, such as never before. .

‘This was well shown by the organization, from the Atlantic to the Pacific,

.of numerous patriotic societies and ‘hereditary orders. The Star-Spangled

Banner also gave a new impetus, being played and sung in recent vears at

. all popular gatherings.

- Having thos started on a large scale, let patriotism reign supreme as long
as the Nation lasts, ‘

Other representatives also warmly and enthusiastically responded to the
President's introduction.
Miss Trabue continued:

I will now ask owr First Vice President, Mrs. Waurts, to introduce Mr.
Melntire.

#0115 PoO11/031
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Our speaker today, the Rev, Car]l Melntire, is no stranger to us, Two and
a half years ago in this room, we had the pravilegze of having him a=z onr
speaker, and ever since that tme members of the Society everywhere have
asked, “When will Mr. Melntire speak for us azain? Can't he come for the
next meeting?” Amahg recent letters from members in many far away States

-we have this note: “Only distance keeps me from being present on the 9th

of November, but | must have a copy of Mz. Melntire's Address as soon as
it is printed.”

It was my great privilege two and a half years ago to tell you something
of Mr. Mclntire's abilities and attainments. Born in the great expanses of the

- West, he very early and continuocusly has bheen a strong leader. In collere

and seminary days he was President of the student body and of his class.
Fis abilities have served an ever widening field.

As theologian and exzecutive, he was: onc of the founders of the Bible
Presbyterian Church; one of the founders of the Independent Board for
Presbyterian Foreign Missions; and the first President of the American Council
of Christian Churches, He is at the present time: President of the Board of
Directors of Faith Theological Seminary in Wilmington: a rncmber of the
Board of Directors of the National Bible Institute in New York City: a member
of the Board of Directors of the Harvey Cedars Bible Presbyterian Conference

at Harvey Cedars, New Jersey: and the President of the International Council

of Christian Churches, formed in Amsterdam early in Angust of this year,

representing twenty-nine countries and sixty-three Protestant clenommai:mns

As a writer, he is: editor of the Clyislian Beacon, a weekly religious news-
paper with a cireu]ation of twenty-five thousand copies: the author of several
books, smong them: The Twenficth Century Reformation, The Author of Liberty,
The Rise of the Tyrant and For Soch a Time as This: in Best Sermons, published
by Harper Brothers, Mr. Meintire's seymon, Christ and Him Crucified, was one
of the ffty-two chosen for 1947-1948: in The National Guardsman, the official
magazine of the United States National Guard, there appeared in the Apsil
issue of this year an article, written by Mr. Melntire at their request, on the
Biblical basis for the right of defense.

As Pastor of the Bible Presbytenan Church of Colhnwswcrn& the largest
Protestant Church in South Jersey, with its sixteen hundred members, who
subscribed seventy thousand dollars for this year's budzet, he is a very busy
man, He has repeatedly preached in his own pulpit on Sunday, fewn to
California for a speaking engazement the next night and, after other fights
during the week, returned 16 his pulpit as joyful and rested as when he
started, and he is ever a faithful and devated Pastor to his own Hock.

From such heavy responsibilities as these, he has paused long encugh to
come to speak to us today, and we heartily welcome him back. Mr. Mclntive,

#0115 P.o012/7031
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REV. CARL McINTIRE

The. Great Delusion of the Present Age ‘-

| An Address by the
REV. CARL McINTIRE

Pastor of the Bible Fresbytenan Chuzrch, Co}]mgswood M. ], and
President of the International Council of Christian Churches

Moadum President, Members of the Society and Fellow Guests-

UST a few short weeks ago, on September 14th, Mrs. Mclntire and ! stood

n “the meadow which is called Runnemede.” | cannot begin to tell you

ht.‘nw it made me feel. We walked down to the bank of the Rwer Thames.

Net more than fifty feet away, BCTOSS the clcar—'-anmng stream, was the small
island where, some say, King Jobn met with the Barons in 1215 to seal the -

Magna Charta, Two large monuments have been erecr.c:d at the entranee to
the memorial park.
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sat down with ug on the steps of a recreation building. There was a question,
he said, as to the exact spot where the charter was granted; some. thought
it was not on the island, No bombs had fallen on The Meadows, but an inn
a quarter of z mile up‘ the road towsrd Windsor Castle had been partly
destroyed by a "buzz bomb." Then, w1thout any prompting, he beﬁa'n to
tell us abont the terrible condition of Enn'la_nd The land had changed, he

said. They had fought for freedom but something had happened. He said

it is impossible now to do anything without flling out questionnaires, zoing
through all kinds ‘of red tape, waiting at great léngth for permission, dealing
with government agents and being followed by "snoopers.” He said that a
man up the road had given up his business in despair. Then he added, “We

is turning her back on the principles of the Magna Charta? “There is not
much hope,” the cargtaker continued. Then he iold 2 story of how the river
had washed out a portion of the bank of The Meadows. After long delay
he had been able to get a little aid, a few pounds, from the government to

. restore it. The neighhorhood boys came down, and just for the deing, they

destroyed the replacement, The younger generation, he said, had the idea
that everything should be handed to them, the zovernmment should take care
of them. Nobcdy wants to work; they all expect the sovernment to provide,

To me it all sounded guite familiar.

As [ sat there, as listened. I could see in my mind's eye the barens dealing
with King John, Oh, that they would rise again and tell England, "You are
selling your birthright for a mess of socialism.” England is suffering from the

great delusion of this age, the delusion that human freedom and soeialism

- can be united and human freedom preserved.

Today it is the tyranny of Marzian socizlism, a totalitarianisen, which has
enslaved a larze portion of the earth. Today it is the tyranny of Fabian

socizaliem, a cousin te Marwianiem, which has captured England, The economic

- principles of bath are practically the same—that the means and instruments

of production should be taken from: private hands and placed in the hands
of society for the so-called good of all. When the State controls the means
of livelihood, it inevitably feels'constrained to use its power to destroy other

freedoms.

Mz, Malntire's book, “The Author of Liberty,” 233
pages, price $2.25, and his ather hooks, may be
obtained frem the Brocokfield Publishing Company,
F' O. Box 4933, Phl.[adelphla. Pa.
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are no longer free as we used to be.”" Could jt be, | thought, that E.nﬁ'land .
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In faet, she is actually suffering from a “creeping” socialiom, Slowly, imper-

ceptibly, irvesistibly, we are drifting into socialism, and all under the delusjon .

that zovernment bureancracy and soeialistie planning will not destroy indi-
vidual freedom. The conflict is on under such slogans as “freedom™ and
“justice”—"justice” referring to what is called economic justice of the planned
and controlled ‘economy, and “freedom™ defined n sueh 5 way that it is not
freedom at all ‘ '

I Liiaerty ls Priceless

Freedom baldngs to a very jealous and holy realm. It i= priceless and
preciovs. It is of such a nature that it canmot be joined with anything else
and be preserved. I is indivisible. To take from it is to destrey it; to add

to it is to destroy it. Freedom is fragile. It is such a delicate treasure that jt.

must be guarded and protected by etemnal vigilance. The vigilance that pro-
tects freedom must realize that freedom is an absolute, It is & gift, an inherit-
ance, a blessing from God. The assertion that socialism and freedom can be
in some way combined, and freedom preserved, is fleoding the world. Millions
whe love freedom are being deceived, The issues, as they relate to freedom,
I believe, are being deliberately beclouded. ‘ ' '

We can see very clearly the issues which aze involved when they relate to

other realms of truth. Take’ for example, a glass of clear, pure water. We

do not hesitate to drink it. It will satisfy our thirst and nourish our life. But
that glass of clear water cannot be combined and united with a glass of dirty
or corrupt water and its purity be preserved. The clear water does not make
the corrupt water good. Corrupt water always destroys pure water. It js
always so—that is the order of this age in which vou and I Lve. In the terms
of glasses of water, we would say the great delusion of the pPresent age is the
belief that a glass of pure water cap be combined with a glass of corrupt
water and the water still be pure. Any such thought is absurd: It is equally
absurd as it relates to hurnan freedom and collectivism.

Freedom belongs to the realm of truth, Truth cannot be mixed or mingled
with error and remain truth, For this reason we have always insisted in our
courts of law that a man take an oath to tell the truth, the whole trath, and
nothing but the truth. To compromise truth, Lke liberty, destroys it,

#0115 P.O15/031

It is sionificant that those who advocate socialistic ideas invarably feel .

constrained to emphasize that liberty attends them, They themselves are
a*_)vare that such controls and State paternalism do rajse the question of liberty.
We are being told that England in her “‘experiment™ has preserved her fram-
dom—freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of worship, and
that her “democratic socialism,” operating within thiz stream of freedom, e

Alcatraz is an island whieh has been transformed into a prison, The prisoners

on that island have freedom of speech, and freedom of worship. They also
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have freedom from fear: they are very well protected. And in addition to
that tGEPYRGh 20c2National.Spciety Magna:Chiaris Darsssnd BRreRSm on
time withont too much effort on their part. The only diffsrence between
Aleatrar and England, so far as this freedom is concerned, is that Fnsland's
jail at the present moment includes the entire British Isles. That puts it rathey
bluntly! The people in the British Isles have been locked into a vise by their
collectivist controls; They have become, whether they realize it or not, the

pawns and puppets of the socialist bureaucrats., In speaking of Russia, we

call it an "iron curtain.”” There, of course, the resizaints of the socialist govern-
ment have continued until even freedom of speech and worship have been

#0115 P O1B/031

affected. The combination of liberty and security has made man a priséner.in

his own State. Life and liberty mvolve more than the right to live according

to the State’zs direction.

‘We are constantly in. danger of limiting our freedom. Without thought and
unconsciously we &Céépt disastrous limitations. It is the individual who is 1o
be free, not the State. The Constitution of the United States limits the powers
of government. The fenth_ amendment reads: “The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the Staies, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” Our State constitutions
are likewise limited. That, thank God, leaves the people free. This freedom
covers a multilnde of privileges, including the freedom of the individual to

.make a livelihood, to be responsible for himself in our free economy. In the

Bill of Rights, the first nine of the ten amendments specifically mention zome
of these freedoms as a double precaution. The cause of socialism is advanced
when we accept a limited comcept of freedom. The Atlantic Charter, for
instance, which names freedom of relizion and freedem nf speach, gave to
the world a very meager conce.-pt. ‘

Then there arigse those who offer economic bills of rights which guarantee
to every man a job, and guarantee, to all, freedom from want. These bills,
because of their subtlety, are even more vicious attacks upon the freedorn nf
the individual. They are not bills of rights at all; they are bills to destroy

rights. Their underlying assumption is that the 3tate or the eollectivistic sToup.
‘may make possible the condition which guarantees the jobs, Such a positon

recognizes the authority of the State to assume direction and to establish its

, regulanons ,

I The Basis, of Fieedom

In discussing this great delusion, we must look at the basis of freedom.
Freedom as we know it and enjoy it has its foundation in the nature of God
and its protection is the Law of God. God created man in His own image:
Heé did not create the State in His image. As created, man was desizmed to
gserve and glorfy God. To do so reguires freedom—personal, individual
freedom, which is to be restrained only when it interferes with the freedom
of another, This freedom, therefore, is grounded m the demands of God and
in the nature of man as created. God has requived that each one of us shall
give account, not to the State, but to Him.-




#0115 P O17/031
104302011 02:58 18105810532

GcEaryright 204 %QQ{[ IQR%H%&?&!‘Z%‘H ‘ Maﬂ{]eafema E%Exﬁarggﬁrgggtg afi? ?ssimpos-
sible to get away from the Ten Commeandments if we would protect man
and his freedom. Your life, and mine, it protected in the commandment,
"Thou shalt net kill.” Your good pame, and mine, is protected in the com-
mandment, "Thou shalt not bear false witness.” Your home, and mine, the

" farnily unit, is protected in the command, “Thou shalt not commit édult¢ry.;'
Your property, and riine, is protected in the command, “Thou shalt not
steal.” Your right, therefore, to own property is a divinely designed right.
It is personal Droperty, individual awncrshi_p. Property is eapital. The use of
that property to get gain is what we in America call the profit system, with

. the profit motive; and a society in which men own “‘prbperty =nd use it in
order to gain food and comfort is ‘capitalism, .or private enterprise. We

therefore say that our private enterprise gystem is ‘gmunded.upbn the Ten
Commandments, aid it is made possible by the freadom of the individual.

The r:spohsiﬁi_]iﬁe‘s of this freedom are great, and its abuse brings its own
penalty. For example, the command, “Thou shalt not steal,” means that the
employer‘shall not steal from the laborer by withholding from him what Le
justly and rightly deserves for his serviee, The Apostle James emphasized
‘this' when he declared: "Go o now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your .
miseries that shall come upon yeu. . . . The hire of the labourers who have
reaped down your felds, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and
the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of
sabacth.” Likewise, the laborer cannot steal from his employer by siving
unto him less than an honest day's labor! )

The State, too, must honor that law and trot steal from its people, asz ir
d'c:gcs through the power of excess taxation, taking money from the citizens
beyond 'the legitimate respongibilities and functions of govemment in order

to distribute it throush socialistic projects to those who did not eam it. The

- government has a responsibility, if it would be a minister of CGod to us for
good, as Paul emphasizes, to maintain the freedom of the individual and tq
protect the equal opportunity of all

These truths, written in the Bible, are the basis for the declaration that
the Bible is the great charter of liberty. Before we can lose our liberty, thers-
fore, these concepis must be rejected or'ignoréd by the people. It is just here
that the situation is so serious, Last week one of the powerful religious ‘
organizations in this country issued a pronouncement in which it said: “There
can be no Chﬁsﬁan sanetion for one-sided support of either economic indi-
vidualism or economic collectivism.” Christian sanction, of course, cannot be
given to economic collectivism. Christian sanction in the name of the Law of
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God must oppose the involved tyrannies. But, when we are told that Christian

‘sanction cannot be given to economic¢ individualism, then we have cut out

fiom undemeath our free society the foundation on which it rests. This is

a part of the propaganda and scheme to socialize our land. People must

erronecusly be led to believe thar this foundation of the Law of God, as |
have here outlined it, does not exist, and that the whole problem is a relative
matter, before they will be willing to attempt to combin& freedom and
socialism.

In one verse of Scnpture, Ephesians 4:28, we have all the elements of the
Biblical foundation for our free private enterprise: Let him that stole steal
no more; but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which
i zood, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” Here is a recognition
of the ten commandments and the individual's responsibility—we must Iabor.
Here is a recognition that this work must not be wicked or demoralizing to
society—we must do the good thing. Here is & recognition that the individuval
may profit and exercise the profit motive—we may “have.” Here is a recoo-
nition of man's stewardship and responsibility for benevolence—we may
give. Here is a recogniton of gur tesponsibility for our neichbor—we give
to him who is in need. The entire compass of individual liberty 13 involved
in that one verse from the pen of the Apostle Panl.

Another assault upon freedom at this partzcular point is the attempt to
blame freedom and thereby hold it responsible for the sin of man. Freedom
is not sin: freedom is not greed or selfishness. It is true that in the exercise of
freedom the sin of greed and selfishness in the heart of man may express
izself, but the remedy is not to destroy the freedom of all in order to restrain
the zreed of some It is indeed a delusion to think the sin of man can be
restrained by destroying the freedorn of man. Such restraint only aggravates
bis sin and involves all of scciety in the multiplied agsravation. The sin
problem can only be met in another way, and it has to.be met in another
way if freedom is to be preserved. Here the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ enters the picture to offer forgiveness of sin and salvation by faith
" in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. ‘

II The Basiz of Socialiom

'In discussing this greatr delusion we must also look at the basis of social-
ism. Socialism has its foundation in an anti-God systern and a materialistic
philosophy.

The responsibility of the individual is shifted from God to the State and
from the individual to the State. Both God and the individual are under
constant attack by the sodalist State. Sccialism destroys the initative and

#0115 P 0187031

individual responsibility of the individual as he sees the multiplying injustice -

* in his own limitation of action, the grossest of inequalities in the circumstances

of others, the deception and graft of many in avoiding responsibility, and
the duplicity of the government and its agents. Socialism involves an attack
upon the concept of property. as laid down in God's Law, and as such it is
a form of vielation of Ged's Law. It truly can be called a sinful system, and
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God's people must oppose it, not aid and abet it. The community becomes
the upit of ownership and not the individual. And since, they say, it s only
the community that has the right in the new-formed law of man to hold
property, the responsibility of man therefore to make a profit becomes sin
and the profit motive is attacked as a wicked thing, which must be done away

- with by a system which will make personal profit impossible. The socialistic

system sees in mah a soulless material beinz for whose material needs the
State assumes Tesponsibility, and it attempts to apportion its goods to men

B.ccordmg to nm:d regardless of their merit, ability, or Iespon51b1hty

In a very real sense socialiem becomes a form of legalized Iobbery Society
steals from the individual, and not only refuses to give back to him what is
Iawfully his in the sight.of God, but forbids him to get more gain by makm.g
it impossible for him to go out and engage in private enterprise. :

The anti-God nature of socialism ¢an be seen pnmanly in its assumption
of and uswrpation of the position which God alone has always asked and
required of men. Socializm does not like God: it attacks Him becauze He
claims to occupy the position which the socialist State also covets, God is the

provider, .thg'deliverer, the caretaker; not the State, Thus it becomes jealous _

of Him and attacks the Christian's God. This can be seen in the Marxian

expression of soclalism. "The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want™ is
infinitely bgtter than “The State 1s my shepherd; 1 shall not want.”" There
cannot be two lords: no man can serve twe masters. *The fear of the Lord

is to depart from evil.” There is little fear in the socialist State. lis judements
at most can be only superficial, material, and tn:mporal and, in most cases,

unjust,

The s._m:ia]ist State establishes . moral code of its own and fecls free to

lie, ‘to deceive, and to mislead its citizens in order to guard its purposes,
protect its positon, and advance itz power. Thou sha}t not bear false wit- _

ness,”" pnother of the Ten Commandments, therefore falls into the discard.
In ﬂl: demoralization which takes place the citizens ;ush?y their lying to the
State and their participation in black markets for their own personal gain.

Socialism is sometimes called “democratic.” It is not! It cannot be! The
majority of the people determine the action in over-all plannine and contol,
and the bureaverats work out the details; but this becomes not democracy
but the dictatorship of the majority. Such economic centrols admit of no
minority difference of position and action. The majority, having been led to
think that material advantaze can be attained by means of the ballot, use it

. to oppress, to crush, and to steal from others in order that they fnay have!

This is not democracy, which is jealous of the richt of the minority, It is
totahitarianism. To admit a minorjty position or action is to destroy the success
of the plan; so it cannot be tolerated, Basically, sodialism is an unlawful way
by which a majority of people may Jay hold on the life, liberty, and property
of others.

#0115 P.0O13/7031
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IV Freedom and Socialisss Cannot Co-exist

If liberty cannot be compromised with collectivism, if freedom is based’
upon God, and if socialism is definitely anti-God, why then do men even
atternpt to put the two together? That is a part of the oreat delusion. Why
try the im}:;ossiblc? Why try, when the attempt only destroys freedom? That
is our sixty-four dollar question. It seems so simple, .yet so ridiculous. Why
not spend our enercies on defending and maintaining freedom and jn exposing
and destroying socialism, instead of trying to solve the problem by combining
the two? This is one of the things we sheuld not even try to do. Referring to
my 'illustration of the clear glass of water and the dirty glass of water, no
one ever thinks of trying to combine the two in order to zet clear water.
We do not bother with such agn idea. No lady present would think of attempt-
inz to mii; zood food with corrupt food in her kitchen in order to serve g
palatable meal to her family, Therc are powerful forces in the world, socialistic
forces, which want to see our frec order déstroyed. Such delusion aids their

. cause in Europe and America. They want us to spend our days trying to
combine freedom and economic collectivism. They know it is impassible.
Liberty bas an eternal and spiritual foundation; socialism has a temporal and
corrupt foundation. ‘

Let us answer our sixty-four dollar question. In part, | should say that I
believe it is related to the judement of God upon wmen. When men depart
from His Law and His Word, they become confused. Jeremiah the Prophet
said it in these words: “Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened
unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it (Jer. 6:19). People who

- have fallen under the yoke of socialism are there because they have turned
away from God's Law. The prisoner in Alcarvaz has freedom of speech and

* freedom of worship, but he is behind the bars because of his sin against
society. The prisoners of so-called “democratic socialism’ may have freedom
of speech, but they are under the steel grasp of the socialist State because of
their crime in turning away from-the Law of God, '

- There are two niajor considerations, however, in addition to many lesser
factors, which are leading us to attempt to do this impossible. These forces ‘
are directing our attention uper this impossible; instead of leading us to the
simple solution of the issue by a determination to be done with any such -
attempt to compromise freedom with socialism! o
Qur political leaders are in'a large measure responsible. The appeals which
they have made contrbute to the deterioration of morality and encourase
the people to press on for the impossible. Most politicians, it appears, have
reached the conclusion that they must offer to the people some material
possession or gain for their vote, There iz much talk about freedom, particn-
larly the freedom to vote, but the issues which have to do with the preserva-

- tion' of their freedom and the handing of it down to their children are very
seldom mentioned to" the people, A materialistic age has come to look upon
the ballot as 2 material weapon which can purchase material benefits for this
or that group or class. It is a crime for a polifician to buy votes by oiving
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people money, but it i= equally an ofense against liberty for the same man
to "buy votes”’ by offering to people the promised gain of socialistic schemes.
We are offéred socialized medicine so that we will not have to pay.the doctor's
bill. The State pays it for us; other people's money pays for it] We are
offered socialized housing, and =zo on; and with each offer the politician has
bait, attractive material bait, with which teo lead the people on, in order
that he might hold office, and with it an increasing, bureancratic, centralized
authority arizes to oppress the people.

In our recent political cempaign was there a politician anywhere in any
part of the land who Lfted his voice against socialism, who denounced its
principles in the light of American heritage and history, and then proceeded
to point out the dangerous drift in our land? Politicians do not do it. Te dae
so would mean that they would have to quit offering the people some of
their socialistic proposals. To do so might mean that they wonld he accused
of fa'VDring greed al_'ld defending vested interests! So a rood ward for freedom

-is not spoken, and the people are led to believe that there is no cdnﬂict_'

between freedom and these socizlistic propoesals. Politicians bait the people
and the people push the politicians on. lt is a vicious circle.

What would happen if some political leader appeared in battle and in
language which all could understand would lead & campaign, not offering
to the people socialistic panaceas, but denouncing and exposing the same for

what they are worth, and clearly and frankly discussing the issues of individnal -

likerty involved? It has not been done. Will any man arise to de it? If such
a leader would come forth, he would, 1 believe, be elected, because our people
still love liberty. He would be heralded as a deliverer of our land from a
strong delusion, a delusion which, like a dense fog, iz slowly setiling down
upon the world. -

I also believe many of our religious leaders are responsible. Of all the
groups in the land that should be defending and ezplaining to the people
our heritage of freedom and its foundation in the Scripture, .it ought to be

the religious forces. I am sorry to relate many of them have been led astray -

by the same great delusion. Instead of recogmizing that the Ten Cormand-
ments are the basiz of our free social order on which our Lberties are baged,
another “moral law.” of their own making, has been introduced in which
“economic brotherhood " —"social justice,” as it is called, repudiates the idea
of the individual and submerges him in the group. It is upjust, we are told,
for a man to work in the employment of another man where that man makes
2 profit from his efforts,

"The kingdom of God” even becomes the soeial order which mmst be
established by political and economie processes. The largest Protestant denomi-
Bation mn this country recently had in one of itz Sunday school quarterlies,
“The Adulr Student,” such a statement as this. In discussing the matter of
State ownership and control it said: “ln confronting all such problems the
man of faith will not be concerned about labels of ‘capitalist’ or ‘communist,”’
‘Teactionary’ or ‘liberal” He will be concerned with creating an economic
order in which all may share in the goulc]s which all work to produce. With

#0115 PoO21/7031
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this principle in mind he will study through each prab]ém as it arfses and
take his stand accordingly.” The appeal is here made to use the ballet as an
instrument for social revolution, not foi the preservation of freedom. This
social change is not progress, but the destruction of that liberty which supports
a free enterprise system. People can vote their liberty away when they are
under a delusion. The vote was never designed to be used as a weapon for
the destruction of freedom. It is all a part of a monster plan, a Satanic plan,
to take away our liberty. It is coming upon us like a flood. ‘

This summer in Amsterdam, Heolland, the World Couneil of Churches
adopted a’ proncuncement written by Dr. John C. Bennett, of New York,
attacking our freedom and rejecting the ideology of capitalism: “"Capitalism
puts the emphasis upon freedom, and promises that justice will follow as a

by-product of free enterprise. That, teo, is an ideology which has proved

falze.”

In October, the religious book-of-the-month was Dr. Bennett's “Chris-
tianity and Communism.”" In this book he =zaid: “"Communist materialism is
not fatalistic. On the contrary, it has been a stimulus to action. Moreaver,
¢communist movements depend to & considerable extent upon the leadership
of those who are attracted by‘ its soeial purpase; who ate themselves moved
by a meoral conviction. Marx and Lénin are supreme examples of this. It is
true that communism ., . . does not understand the full implications of the
freedom of the human spirit to make history, which comrmunists themselves
often exemplify. But it is misleading to make this criticism of communism a
ground -for accusing it of denying all human freedom. . . . Engels opens the
door to a significant form of freedom . . "

. When a clergyman talks like that, he becomes a missionary for socialism
and we are not far from catastrophe. When political leaders and strong
religious forces are combined in'such a drive, is it any wonder that our people
are misled and confused? When people hear these socialistic ideas dressed
in the garb of the ehurch and presented to them in the name of progress,
when men on every hand speak of them, liberty is in danger: in fact, it is in
greater danger at this moment than ever before. Our demaecratic soclety, in
turning against God's Law, if it does, would emslave us and our children.
[t iz to the inheritors of liberty that this delusion has come, and the people
must be delivered from it, if hberty is to be preﬁtrve.cl

 Upon thiz company, the Magna Charta Da_mes. in whose veins flows the
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red blood of those who at Runnemede in 1215 brought liberty ont of dark- -

ness—upon thi$ company today rests the orave responsibility of keeping
liberty from going back inte that darkness, and in this pnwlecre, m 1948,
I believe, rests the glory of the Maana Charta Dame-.s
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ACROSS THE RIVER THAMES THE FIELD OF RUNNEMEDE
IS SEEN BETWEEN THE LUSH GRASS AND THE WOODED HILLS
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The Romance.of ‘The Great Chayter
‘ condensed from . o
Remarks of John 8. Wurts before

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY MAGNA CHARTA DAMES

Meeting Around the Original Mazna Charts
In the British Pavilion, New. Yozk Werld's Fair, Jctober 14, 1939

HE, ENGLISH—SPEAKING RACE was born free,. It never had to pur
chase freedom from anyone, although it has Hple and again been faged
| by the necessity of keeping a tyrant from invading its freedom. Such a
tyrant was King John, and Magna Charta ‘was the price’ he paid for his
arrogance and greed, ., , . R
The story of Magna Charta is indeed a Romance: It iz a blending of the
heroie, the marvelous and the mysterious, the full significance of which only
the imagination can grasp. It is wonderful in its history. It transcends the

ordinary; Hence it iz a Romance, But who were the heroes? And whar was
their marvelous achievernent? o

f—
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In case we have ‘forgotten our English history, let us be reminded that
King John was a horrid person, an arbitrary and mercenary ruler, who threw.

people into dungeons at the drop of a hat "Me married off wards of the

Crown, young widows and pretty girls, to- foreign adventurers and then
collected a nice percentage of the wards' fortunes from their husbands. He
had & tiresome habit of forcing the peasants to build bridges over streams
he wmight wish to cross while hunting, and at one time he made the whole of
England hls own private game preserve, so that none of the starving peasantry
could kill even a rabbit for supper. He greatly increased the royal tazes and

' replemshed his exchequer with the confiscated property of the clergy. While

“a king can do no wroneg” he tertainly can make mistakes.

Shortly after John b_ecarﬁe King, in 1199, he gquarrelled with the Fope

who promptly laid an interdict upon his kingdom, prohibiting services in all
the Churches and the administration of the sacraments. The Church bells
were not rung. The dead were refused Christian burial. He then excommuni-
cated all England, This lasted over siz years, till it was lifted in June 1213,

- during which time no one had been rightly married, or buried and few bap-
tized. Pope Innocent Il found John hard to control, for he was always

fnrn'etﬁng the “divine authority” of the Church.

 Then the Pope deposed John, proclaimed him no lonwer King, and set
Philip of France to war against him. To checkmate Philip’s invasion - John,
ignoring the deposing, made a gift to the Pope of all the realm, crown and
revenue by written indenture dated Monday, 13 May 1213, But John at once

received the erown back as the Pope's tenant and vaseal, ar a ferm or annual

rental of a thousand marks for the whole kingdom, 700 for England and 300

" for Ireland, payable semi-annually in adwvance, to Master Pandulf the Pope's

Delegate. The Pope then must protect John against Philip and instructs Philip
to desist but, ignoring the Pope, Philip fichts on. |

It is interesting to note that the Nobles, ever ready to follow John's banner

- against any foe of England, now refused to fight for himn abroad and because

of this refusal, John's tyranny at home knew no bounds. At the battle of
Bouvines on Sunday, 27 July 1214, John being utterly defeated, never azain
attemnpted to regam hiz Norman provmces

For many years, the wreiched people had been most unjustly oppressed;
first they were despoiled of their possessions, then muvrdered, Those who had
any property lost it by heavy tases and unjust decrees. Justice was hought
and sold; an heir and his land were disposed of to the highest bidder; per-
mission to marry-had to be purchased from the king; and the monarch
demanded what taxes he thought fit to levy. All this reached its climax in

The book, "MAGNA CHARTA, Romapce and
Pedigrees,” by John 5. Wurts, Paris ] an.;l I Bound
together, 300 pages, 131 ilustrations, price $5.00,
may .be obtained from the Brmkﬁeldp Pubh»shmg-
Company, P, O, Box 4933, Philadelpkia, Pa.
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the reizn of John, a prince “utterly contemptible for his folly.” We recall in .
particular his infamous conduct in Sherwood Forest toward Maid Marion,
Baven FitzWalter's daughter, whom he despoiled and cansed to be poisoned,
When to his exactions he added the debauchery of his Nohles' wives and
‘daughters, the storm burst. . . .

As we contemplate the long struggle and the dramatic circumstances in
which Magna Charta was secured, we instantly recall Stephen langton, one
of the noblest men of his time, a wise and learned ecclesiastic, who seemed
specially raised up by Heaven to oppose and subdue the King. An .English
Cardinal was Stcphen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, a true English
Patriot for all that he was appointed by a foreizn Pope without consultation
of the English Church. He assembled the Barons in conference at the Abbey
at Saint Edmunds-Bury to devise means to resist the impositions of King
John. And here John reluctantly met them on Tuesday, 4 November 1214,
‘but the Barens got nothing from him except his assurance that he most cer-
tainly expected them to pay the war tax he had levied. According ro Matthew
of Westminster, after the King left the Abbey, the Barons, declaring they
had no faith in Jobn's promises, were called to order by Stephen Langton.
One by one they took a solemn oath on the hizh altar thar they would stand
united and not relinquish their efforts until they would compel the King o
restore their ancient liberties or they would wage war against him to the death.

A rough draft containing the principal items they desired had heen pre-
pared and this was submitted and approved by formal procéedings, John
must consent to its proposals and confirm therh by his seal or take the conse-
guences. When shown to the King, his only reply was that as it was a oreat
and difficult thing which they asked, he must have more time for its con-
sideration. Roger of Wendover tells us that when John saw the Articles he
swore that he would never agree to such demands or any part of them. . . .

During all this time there was general confusion throughout all England.
The Barons had closed all courts. No man was even allowed to serve a writ
in the king's name. John was deceived by his apparent successes. He under-
cstimated the powers arrayed against him. The strumgle was inevitable: to
the modern mind the chief marvel is that it was so long delayed. The causes
which led to the charter of English liberties were many, but they all had
their root in the intolerable tyranny of the Norman kings. . . . -

On Tuesday, 5 May 1215, the Barons chose Robert FitzWalter their leader.
with the title of “Marshal of the Army of God and Holy Chureh.” . . .
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" The towns of Exeter and Lincoln soon surrendered io the Baronial army.
John, now at Windsor Castle, was informed that they were preparing to

' ‘besiege the Castle and Tower of London, his strongest fortress, where they

arrived Sunday, 24 May 1215. OFf the Peers who had been neutral or faithfnl
te the King, very few continued to side with him. Virtually powerless, with

business of all kinds at a standstill, and with nearly his whole Baronage, and

the majority of his subjects of all degrees in arms against hire, he scems to
have decided to surrender, at least for the tiine being. He finally called his
Barons to a conference. They said, “then let the day be the ISth of June
and the place. Runnemede

Runnemede is within sight of Windsor Castle and of 5t. George's Chapel,
the shrine of the Knights of the Garter, built by King Edward I about

. 1344, The towing-path,’ on the Surrey bank skirting the field of Runnemede,

gives a beautifn] five-mile ramble from Windsor to Staines, For ages the
meadow called Runnemede has been crownland, and rented for pasturage,

& portion being reserved in it for a racetrack, where the Egham races were
_run each year on a two-mile frack in August and September, and this has
. been the only annual celebration on the historic field; but the events of 1215

are recalled by the racing for the “Magna Charta,” the “Runnemede,” and
“King john" stakes.

On the Dachet Road there is an old fa:rm house, known as King John's
hunting lodge, but having no more connection with King John than has the

. so-called Magna Charta lsland, which les off Wrayshury. At Ankerwyke

House near Wraysbury still stands an immense yew tree, said to be older
than the Magna Charta. . . .

#0115 PLOOZT/031
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Did king John ride out daily on horseback. from Windsor Castle?

#0115 P.0OZ8/031

Or did he travel four or five miles to the scene by boat? If we follow

the latter route today, we pass under the turrets of the Royal Castle,
and the grounds of Eton College, and drift in the shade of the huge
riverside trees in Windsor Park. Navigation shall he free, says the

Charter. A quamt thought that the young people now splashing round

the bend of the river in bathing costumes or boating in summer
dresses, should have a clause to themselves in Magna Charta. Pres-
ently we come to Runnemede, a long stretch of creen meadow with-

-out hedges or fences, lying along the South bank at a curve in the

River Thames, about thirty miles west of London. It is indeed a
tranquil English scene. In the distance one can see a village and hear
the tinkling of the cowbells, ’

At the tiny Norman church in the hamlet of Egham, Stephen La:ng~
ton, the fearless Archbishop of Canterbury, gathered the Barons on
a June day in 1215 to pray for strength to humble the arrogant King
John. Today in the church at Egham may be seen the set of Barons’
shields and plaques presented to it by The National Society Magna
Charta Dames. . ., - L
- On the day appointed, Trinity Monday, the 15th of June, 1215, King
John et his Barons on the field of Runnemede, the ancient meaddw of

council. His followers were few becanse John's injustices and selfishness had
increased his unpopularity beyond all bounds. With him were bur a score
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of persons, most of whom despised him and were his advisers only in form.
Encamped on the field of Runnemede more than two thousand Knizhts and
Barons in arms awaited his coming, : '

We are told the Barons could at this time have demanded even more
from John, for he now ‘was In no position to refuse them anything they asked,
but they seem from alf that can be learned of them to have been an honor-
able set of men bent on having only what was just and risht, and they
simply remained firm to their first demands and asked no more,

The Barons had their demands carefully written on parchment, These

. Jobn had seen seven months before. From what we know of John's character,

he may have argued stubbormnly for a time but at all events he now knew

that he was there to yield, and that he was opposed by overwhelming force
and so : ‘

KING JOHN SURRENDERED

. Before the day passed he affized his seal to the original but preliminary
draft known as the “Articles of the Barons.”” The immediate forerunner of
Magna Charta, these foriy-nine articles contained the main piinciples of the
Charter. The King bas now promised 1o rule according to law. The King
must keep the law and if he will net he may now be compelled to do so. . . |
The exact terms of the Charter itself were decided and engrossed durine
four subsequent days of negotiation, and it was on the 19th that the oreat
seal "'was affixed to all copies. Doubtless, twenty-five duplicate originals were
made, perhaps one for each of the Bureties. These were all dated back o
the 15th of June, and duly sealed by the King, John didn’t sizn any of them
with his autograph. As a matier of fact, he could neither read nor write, nor
could the Barons, nor Knights, except a few, of whom was the noted Richard
de Gilpin, the scholar. He was the Secretary and Adviser of Ive de Talboys,
Baron of Kendal, whom he accompanied to Runnemede. No ‘one signed -
Magna Charta, it wasn't necessary as at common law staline was sufficient
to authenticate any formal document. . . . ‘ o
Did John soon repent of his act? Did he think better of his bargain?
Edmund Burke says of John that, without questionitg in any part the terms
of a treaty which he intended to observe in none, he agreed to w&ytbing
the Barens thought fit to ask, hoping that the sxorbitance of their demands
would justify in the eyes of the world the breach of all his proraises,
 As a matter of faet, John did not keep his pledges made in Magna Chatta
and we are convineed he never intended to do so. Promptly on John's
appeal, Pope Innocent Il formally annulled the Charter and excommunicated
the King's enemies and all disturbers of the peace. John with unexpected
vigor then proceeded against the Barons who, under the terms of the Charter
. iteelf, immediately declared war upon the Kinz. who had been false to his
promises, and the following sprine Philip's son invaded England. A year and ‘
four months aftar Maona Charta had been secured, and while chaos reipgned
and the future seemed wembling in the balance, the struggle was brought to
- an end by the sudden death of John. T ' ‘
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" A Photogrgphic Reproduction of the Libcoln Copy. :
The original, 1734 x I mehes, wis sxhibited at the New York Weorld's Fair.

it happened in this way. After ene of his masterful retrests from a far
superior force, John was feasted by the Burghers of Lynn and at Swinestead
Abbey, where the Monks set before him lampreys and cider and, partaking
thereof gluttonously, he fell il from acute indigestion. -Suffering for nine days
in great agony and fever, he was carried to Newark Castle where he died
early in the movning, Tuesday, 19 October 1216, in the 49th year of his
age. His body, at his desire, was honorably buried in the Cathedral of
Worcester, . .7, - ‘ : ‘ ,
Liberty is the keynote of the Charter. Liberty for all Englishmen! To have
and to hold, to them and their heirs, for ever! The King iz not above the
Iaw; the law is inviolable. Magna Charta places the King below the Jaw. . . .
Magna Charta begins and ends with the declaration that the Church shall
be free. All that there is in Magna Charta flows out of that, . . .
- And the English spirit of fair play is crystallized in the final pronouncement
of Magna Charta by which the Barons offered that all the concessions which

. the King made to them would in turr be passed on to their sub-tenants. ., . .

Magna Charta asserts that great and eternal principle that each individual

- has inalienable rights, of which no government may deprive him, but to
" secure which all governmeni exists. ' ‘

“Let all tyrants take note: Magna Charta has never been repeéled.
‘Magna Charta guarantees freedom.
- Freedom is the lesson which England has tsught the world. .
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